History Comes to Life

Biography Book Report

& Wax Museum                         
Here is the schedule for the Wax Museum.  Keep this posted so that you can stay on track to do your best.
Biography selected 





January 18
Finish reading biography & note cards due

February 7
Biography outline due




February 10
Biography rough draft & list of 10 dates due

February 16
Final draft of report due




February 23
Be prepared to tell your story (in class for grade)
February 29
Illustrated timeline due




March 2
Wax Museum (in costume for guests)


March 6
1. Read a biography written at your grade level. (It must be approved by me.)  It does not have to be an AR book. The person you choose to read about must have been born before 1865.  Write down important facts and events to remember on your note cards as you read. (One fact per card; Do not copy from the book.)
2. Create an outline for your report.  I will show you how and give you a format to follow.

3. Write a report about the person that you read about that is at least one page long.  It should be written in the first person (as if you are that person. Remember YOU are your famous person speaking so you should use the pronouns I, me, we, us, my/mine, our/ours.)  Your information for your report will come from the biography you read, but can also include information that you find on the computer.  Give details about all the main ideas listed in your outline.  (No more than 3 dates included in the report. The facts are more interesting in the museum than the specific dates.)  
The report must be completely your work.  (No copying from the book or

writing done by other people in your family.  If your report is typed, you 

must also show me your handwritten draft.)  

Your report should include a bibliography.  We will explain more about bibliographies in 
class soon.  Be sure that you keep your book until you do your report and write down the 
names of any web sites where you do research.
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4. Your outline is due by Fri., February 10.  I will give it back to you as quickly as possible, so you can use it to write your report. You must turn the rough draft of your report in to me by Thurs., February 16.  I will grade it for content, spelling, and grammar, and then I will return it to you, so you can prepare your presentation for our WAX MUSEUM.  You must be prepared to share (practice speech) by Wed., February 29.  I do not want you to memorize word for word from your report, but you need to be prepared to tell about yourself as if you are the person in your report without looking at your report.

5. We will create a timeline of important events in your famous person’s life.  These can include important personal, historical, or social events that occurred during your famous person’s life.  Collect at least 10 facts as you read and do research.   We will begin the timeline at school.  You must have your 10 facts with you at school on Thurs., February 16.  After we insert the facts in the computer lab, you will be responsible for finishing the timeline at home by adding attractive, colorful illustrations.  Your illustrated timeline is due on Friday, March 2. 

6. On Tuesday, March 6, we will present our Wax Museum.  You will need props/costume that represent your famous person.  Please do NOT go out and buy a costume.  Be creative and use things in your house or that you borrow from friends. 

The Wax Museum will take place in the afternoon and parents and guests will be invited to attend.  I will send specifics about the time and place later.

HAVE FUN AND LEARN!  
PARENTS:  This is a big project, but we will give your child detailed instructions and examples each step of the way.  Some work will need to be done at home, but we will begin each step in class.  For now, the only thing that needs to be done is to start reading the biography that your child has selected.  Ask your child questions about the book and encourage him to start brainstorming about a costume.  Talk about why that person is important in history and what are the important things he accomplished.  We’ll talk about how to make note cards (research) next week.

Thanks for your support!

Diane Tucker

Tucker.N.D@muscogee.k12.ga.us
