MUSICAL INTERVALS

Interval Name        Symbol                         Song Crutch

Perfect Unison         (P1)                  the same note played twice

minor second           (m2)                               “Jaws”

Major Second          (M2)                           “Chopsticks”

minor third              (m3)            “Eagles” “What Child Is This”

Major third      
       (M3)           “Michael Row”  “Kumbayah” 

Perfect Fourth         (P4)                    “Here Comes the Bride”

Augmented Fourth  (A4)

            or ………………………………  tritone … “devil tone”

diminished fifth        (d5)                     

Perfect Fifth             (P5)            “Twinkle, Twinkle” “Star Wars”
minor sixth               (m6)          “Let My People Go”    “Love Story”

Major Sixth              (M6)                              “NBC”

minor seventh           (m7)       “Star Trek”  “There’s a Place For Us”

Major Seventh         (M7)           “Willie Wonka” “Maria”

Perfect Octave          (P8)      “Hi Ho”     “Somewhere Over the Rainbow”

Intervals are simply distances between pitches.

The further the pitches are apart, the greater the interval number.

Major and Perfect intervals are written in UPPER CASE.

minor intervals are written in lower case.

Crutches are clues or parts of songs we know that help remind us of an interval.

TRIADS

There are four triads which you should recognize.  The “tri” of triad means three, as in three note chord.

diminished triad         starts minor, ends minor ….is suspenseful.  

minor triad               starts minor, ends Major …..is sad.

Major triad               starts Major, ends minor ….is happy.

Augmented triad      starts Major, ends Major …is “wired”.

The diminished triad is the chord that is built with the notes closest together.  Who wants to hear a song end in suspense?

The Augmented triad is the chord whose notes are the farthest apart.  It sounds as if it is reaching upward, a chord on Mountain Dew.

The minor chord is a “final” sounding chord….but sad, so sad.

The Major chord is the most common chord and also sounds final.  It is happy sounding to our Western ears.

Triads can be played or sung two ways: harmonically or melodically.

When all three of the notes are played at the same time they form harmony, thus, a harmonic triad.

When the three notes of the triad are played seperately they sound as if they could be a song line or a melody, thus, a melodic triad.

