English II Honors

Course Syllabus

K. Norris, Instructor

Texts:  SpringBoard workbook (provided), College Board; Glencoe Literature, Glencoe-McGraw Hill (you MUST check this out through the book room in the cafeteria); Writer’s Choice, Glencoe-McGraw Hill (classroom copies; you will not need your own)

Required Materials:  
1. a 1 ½ inch 3-ring binder with pockets

2. section dividers labeled as follows:  Reader’s Workshop, Writer’s Workshop, Vocabulary, SpringBoard Activities, Quizzes

3. 2 three-pronged folders with pockets

4. blue or black ink pens
5. loose-leaf notebook paper
6. highlighters (yellow, orange, pink, blue) 
7. (Optional)  index cards, Elements of Style Handbook or MLA Handbook, dictionary and thesaurus at home

Classroom Request: 1 box of tissues, hand sanitizer, cleansing wipes (These items help keep our room clean which, in turn, helps us all stay well.  I thank you for supporting our classroom needs.)

Attendance Policy:  In the event a student is absent, lessons/assignments may be obtained and submitted via e-mail at www.schoolnotes.com or on my Oncourse webpage.  The school’s zip code is 32205.  All assigned work is required.  In the event of an absence, a student has the same number of days to turn in work as were missed without penalty.  Late work will be penalized at a rate of 10% off per day, and NO WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED MORE THAN 4 DAYS – NOT CLASSES - AFTER THE DUE DATE.  Since work is assigned to help the student master a skill, it must be completed, even if it is late.  

Student Expectations, Progress toward Standards, Safety Nets, and Grade Recovery:  Students are expected to arrive in class on time and with the required materials/assignments on hand daily.  Students will be evaluated based on their performance on homework, quality and character of class participation and involvement (as in Socratic Seminars), writing prompts,  multiple choice tests, and journals.  The following grading scale will be used:  90-100 = A, 80-89 = B, 70-79 = C, 60-69 = D, 59 and below = F.  Students earning a D or F in a quarter may be eligible for grade recovery.


Safety nets include the revising of essays to more closely meet the standard and for a better grade, the repeated practice of necessary skills (in class and outside of class), “completion grades” that allow the student to earn grades for completing each part of a final product while learning how to acquire and use the skills required of this course, and one-on-one tutoring.  
The Duval School District grade recovery guidelines are, as follows:  
Grade Recovery is meant to assist students who have made an effort to be successful in a course but have failed to make adequate progress to meet standards during a grading period. Grade Recovery is not a vested right automatically conferred upon a student who receives a failing grade. To be eligible for Grade Recovery, a student: 

· must have earned a D or F as a quarter or final grade; 

· must have made a good faith effort to timely perform classroom work or have accepted additional assistance offered to them during the applicable grading period; 

· must have completed all work that was missed due to a violation (or a sanction for a violation) of the Student Code of Conduct and must comply with the attendance policy as determined in the 
School Board Policy Manual: File: JH (2) ―”Missed work shall be made up for all absences; a day of make-up work shall be allowed for each day of absence, when appropriate, pursuant to the Student Progression Plan Appendix D. Each student shall receive full credit for such work”

· must complete Grade Recovery using a district-approved program prior to the end of the following grading period (Compass Odyssey); and 
· must not have engaged in plagiarism or cheating specifically identified by the teacher which resulted in the unsatisfactory grade. 

The recovery grade will improve to a C when the standards are mastered. A grade of D may be assigned if the teacher determines that progress is made toward the standard(s). When a student transfers to another school, Grade Recovery must be initiated by the parent/student with the sending school. The sending school is responsible for providing the Grade Recovery work, grading and assigning the appropriate grade. The Grade Recovery process of the sending school will apply. 

Student Integrity and Decorum:  All students are here to learn and make adequate progress toward meeting the course standards.  Students are expected to be active participants in the learning process and uphold the academic integrity policy.  Students are also expected to maintain a certain level of behavior.  Since disruptive behavior is a disservice to the learning process, those students engaging in such behavior will be dealt with according to teacher, school, and county policies.  



1. verbal warning from the teacher



2. written warning/parent notification



3. parent conference



4. referral to the Learning Community Administrator/parent notification

Tutoring and Contact Information:  Tutoring is available in room 211 on Mondays and Thursdays from 2:30 – 4:15.  The activity bus leaves at 4:30.  Bus schedules are available in the main office.  Parents and students may also email questions through schoolnotes.com or directly at norrisk@duvalschools.org.  To leave a voice mail message, please call 381-3930, ext. 151.

Special Note:

It is my intention to provide my students with a rigorous course designed to prepare them for any level of course work they choose to take in the future.  It is also my intention to prepare students, to the best of my ability, for the FCAT test they must take (and pass) in the spring.  Therefore, it is imperative students put in the commitment and effort to work on reading and writing outside of class.  Students who come to class without the work previously assigned will be unable to complete the day’s assignments.  Parents should consistently check schoolnotes.com or their student’s notebook for the current assignment calendar.  If there are any questions, please email or call me immediately.

Please sign below and return this page to class as soon as possible.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------
I have read and understand the expectations outlined in the English II Honors course syllabus.  I promise to uphold my obligations and to always do my best at working toward mastering the standards for this course.

Student’s Name (please print): _____________________________________

Student’s Signature:
_______________________________________ 
Date_____________

Parent/Guardian Name (please print): ___________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: ___________________________________  Date______________

Please note that I am a firm believer in parental involvement.  Please provide below any phone number or e-mail address I may need to contact you in the event it is necessary.  Thank you.
