Pre-AP English 8 Syllabus 2010
Instructor: Mrs. Andrea Bartley

· Phone: (540) 890-1035
· School email address:  abartley@rcs.k12.va.us.

· Class web page for homework on Blackboard.  
Texts: Prentice Hall Literature 

           Prentice Hall Writing and Grammar
           Ancillary materials


 Selected novels 

Supplemental materials needed:  

· Ring binder with loose-leaf paper

· Pencils and pens (blue or black ink, please)

· Two pocket folders with center spine fasteners

· Home access to a dictionary

Roanoke County Schools Registration Guide describes the Pre-AP English 8 course as follows:


Pre-AP English 8 
The intent of this course is to introduce and develop the skills, thought processes, and concepts that will facilitate student success in high school Advanced Placement English courses. Critical thinking skills are developed through literature, non-fiction text, oral presentation, and the writing process. Heavy emphasis is placed on becoming an 
analytical reader and writer. Summer reading is required.
Assessment: Student work will be evaluated by a variety of methods including tests, quizzes, group activities, oral presentations, formal and informal writing assignments, daily objectives notes, and creative projects.

Grade %: Test grades—50%              Daily grades—50%

The grading scale of Roanoke County Schools is as follows:

A—94 to 100

B—87 to 93

C—78 to 86

D—70 to 77

F—69 and below 

Daily grades include classwork, quizzes, homework, and objective notes. Book reports and special projects will be considered as test grades. Book reports will be assigned every month except December and June. The type of book to be read will be announced to students at least three weeks prior to the due date. Students will be given specific, written instructions for each book report at least two weeks prior to the due date. 


Tests will be announced at least three days in advance. After being absent, students will be responsible for completing all missed assignments. Students will receive half-credit for any assignments that are turned in late, after the specified time period.

Course summary:

     Based on the expectation that all students can perform at rigorous academic levels, the Pre-AP program creates a continuum of skills, habits of mind, and concepts among classes and across grade levels. This process reduces repetition and encourages students to apply previously gained skills and knowledge to new and more challenging material. Pre-AP instructional strategies embody curricular creativity and ingenuity to foster higher level analytical and communication skills while stimulating and challenging student as they become more independent learners. (RCS. Pre-AP Curriculum Guide, Intro.)

      Pre-AP English 8 will naturally and purposefully integrate four components of language study— oral language, writing, reading/literature, and research. Careful, deliberative reading and writing instruction will increase students’ ability to explain clearly and eloquently what they understand about literary works. My goal is to provide a classroom experience that will produce articulate, creative, and confident speakers, readers, and writers. During the year students will read, study, and analyze mass media, plays, screenplays, complete novels, works of nonfiction, and literary selections from the anthology.


A variety of instructional methods such as graphic organizers, reading/writing workshop, comprehension questions, individual reports and projects, cooperative learning activities, oral presentations, and multimedia projects will be used.  A strong emphasis will be placed on the steps of the writing process as students write informal and formal compositions in the expository, narrative, and persuasive modes. Throughout the year, in order 

to monitor their progress in composing, written expression, usage, and mechanics, students will maintain portfolios of selected writing assignments.


Outside reading assignments, written homework, and preparation for tests and quizzes are essential components of this class. Time management and organizational skills will be stressed as students encounter long-term and occasionally overlapping assignments.

Pre-AP English 8 course components:

· Appreciation of literary traditions and the ways in which literature builds upon the ideas and works of authors of earlier times.

· Active and deliberative reading that allows students to make careful observations of textual detail, to establish connections among their observations, and to make inferences that lead to an interpretive conclusion about the work’s meaning and value.

·  Study skills focusing on organization, note taking, use of the textbook, and preparing for and taking tests.

· Mass media study— emphasis on identifying facts and opinions, recognizing persuasive techniques, and evaluating the impact of media messages on public opinion

· Novels and narrative nonfiction—structural and thematic elements. Possible selections are Diary of Anne Frank, High Noon, A Christmas Carol, The Pearl, Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, War of the Worlds, Never Cry Wolf, The Revenge of the Whale, and A Midsummer Night’s Dream.

· Literary selections from the anthology, including short stories, speeches, essays, poetry, drama, and nonfiction

· Oral and written reports on student-selected books

· Literary terms to facilitate comprehension and discussion

· Vocabulary development activities to improve reading comprehension as well as strengthen personal voice and increase denotative accuracy and connotative resourcefulness in writing.

· Grammar topics which improve sentence structure, mechanics, and usage and target the Virginia SOLs

· Writing instruction that will help students develop stylistic maturity while emphasizing clarity and correctness when writing in all three modes: narrative, expository, and persuasive.

· Communication skills utilized in small groups and/or class discussions

· Interviewing as a research technique and cooperative learning activity

· Research—identifying purpose and developing goals, choosing best resources from library reference materials and available technology, and compiling, organizing, documenting, and presenting  acquired information

Use of the Planner/Handbook:

Students will be responsible for accurately recording in the planner all long-term and daily assignments. Parents may wish to check the planner or the posted assignments on Blackboard on a daily basis and to communicate with me by writing a note, calling, or using email. 
Class Rules:

· Students should be prompt and prepared for class.

· Students should be attentive and follow directions.

· Students should be kind, courteous, and respectful the personal space and property of others.

· Students should demonstrate responsibility for their own learning and show consideration for the learning environment of their classmates by following procedures. (See handout.)

Please sign below to indicate that you have read the Pre-AP English 8 Syllabus. Thank you.

_________________________________________________________

I have read the 2010 Syllabus for Pre-AP English 8.

Student’s signature_______________________

Parent’s signature ________________________

