	HONORS Biology    -    DMA
	2013 - 2014



Instructor: Mr. Paul Long
(paul.long@dma.k12.de.us)
Room: SH - 2
About the Course
Students have always been curious about living things – how many different kinds there are, where they live, how they relate to each other, and how they behave.  The concepts, principles, and theories that allow students to understand the natural environment form the core of biology, the study of life.   Keeping this in mind, class activities will be designed to get the student involved in all aspects of the biological sciences.  Besides instruction, it will also include labs, demonstrations, discussions, projects, presentations, experimentations and other hands-on activities.

Grading System:
Grades will be calculated by percentage (total points earned divided by total points possible.)  To pass, you must earn 70% of the total points.  Each quarter a grade is given and then the final yearly grade is calculated by adding the point totals of all quarters.  The grade distribution is given below.

A+: 98-100
A: 95-97
A-: 93-94
B+: 90-92
B: 87-89
B-: 85-86
C+: 82-84
C: 79-81
C-: 77-78
D+: 75-76
D: 72-74
D-: 70-71

F: below 69
I: incomplete
The weighted system is outlined below:


Tests: worth 25% of your overall grade; given at the end of each unit.


Quizzes: worth 15% of your overall grade; given at every 2-3 activities.

Labs: worth 45% of your overall grade.  Data presentation is of importance.  Mathamatical computations, use of graphing presentations, and further required readings will be assigned.

Homework Assignments: worth 15% of your overall grade.
Projects: will be worth a test grade; there will be at least two over the course of the year.

Mid-Term & Final Exams: worth 10% of your overall grade.  
Portfolios: will be worth a quiz grade; consists of a 3 ringed binder with dividers for sections (class/homework, projects, activity work and quizzes/tests) along with an assigned paper. This will b e further discussed in class with examples.
Reaction Papers: Social scientific issues are presented daily in prominent newspapers and periodicals.  Two reactions papers will be assigned each marking period with further instructions given in schoolnotes.com. 
Note:
1. Due to the school’s attendance policy, if you are absent more than 20 days during the school year, and have not made up the time, you will receive an F regardless of your calculated point grade.

2. Any cheating will result in an automatic zero for all students involved.
3. Any assigned work will be given a due date and is usually collected at the start of class.  Late assignments will be accepted only for those students who were absent.  They have 2 class days from the absence to hand in there work.

4. There will be several opportunities to make-up lab work during mini blocks or by appointment.  Schedules will be posted on the bulletin board or on schoolnotes.com.
5.
Extra credit work is a rare occurrence.  So, it is imperative that your current work load is completed on time.
Homework:

Homework is collected right after muster (attendance). Those cadets that have satisfactory
completed their assignment will be given full credit. I have found that some cadets have honestly

forgotten to do their homework assignment and are not prepared for class. I will allow cadets to

turn in assignments late but will not be given full credit.  Remember, you will be allowed to turn in

late homework assignments but only on the day that it is due and not be given full credit.  If I am

not here and the door is locked, slide it under the door.  
Attendance:
The school Attendance Policy will be enforced (SEE your student handbook).  Because this class is based on in class activities and lab, REGULAR class attendance is essential to passing this class.  If you are absent from class, it will be YOUR responsibility to make up the work you missed.  YOU must obtain all make up work on OFF CLASS TIME (before/after school or break). Make up work is normally due within 1 or 2 days, except for extended illness.  Always plan ahead.  If you know that you will be missing class, speak with me and make arrangements to get assignments and homework.  This is your responsibility.
Field trips will be considered excused absences only for those cadets who have a minimum of 70% and/or have obtained written consent prior to the field trip.  ALL work must be turned in PRIOR to the field trip to receive full credit.

Any student who misses a quiz, test or exam must be prepared to make up the exam on their FIRST day back at school. Either during class (depending on the day’s lesson), at mini-blocks or after school.
Tardiness:
You must be in the room and at your seat when the tardy bell begins to ring or you will be marked tardy.  Disciplinary action will be taken when there are more than 2 late arrivals.
Class Conduct:
All school and classroom rules will be discussed and must be followed. Any misbehavior during lab work will not be allowed for SAFETY reasons.  I WILL NOT BEND ON SAFETY ISSUES! 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Signatures: 

I have read and understand the class policies and procedures.

Student Signature:_____________________________    Date:_________________

Parent Signature:______________________________    Date:_________________

Comments:

labs
