Welcome to seventh grade mathematics!
This handout will answer questions you may have about this course, topics covered, grading, homework and my expectations for your student.

Topics - Seventh grade mathematics will reinforce previously taught skills, as well as introduce a variety of new material.  Some of the topics covered will be the “infamous trio” – fractions, decimals and percents.  In addition, statistics, integers, geometry and measurement will be covered.  Many of these concepts will be new to most of the students.

Notes, etc. – A well organized notebook is necessary for any class.  A 3-ring binder generally works well.  Each note book should be separated into three sections – notes and resources, homework and CMT review, etc.  The best source for help with assignments and studying for tests will be your student’s notes.  When a problem is worked at the board, the exact notation needs to be copied.  Mathematics is a language and incorrect notation is analogous to using incorrect grammar in a spoken language.  I will provide resource sheets (on yellow paper) with many of the notes and examples, but I expect the student to copy additional information as presented in class.

Materials
Materials needed for class:

· Two-pocket three-hole punch folder for math (yellow if possible)

· Three dividers for notebook

· Three ring binder with enough loose leaf paper for the year

· Pencils, pencils, and more pencils!!  If using a lead pencil – enough lead to last for the year.  NO PENS.  Erasers.
Homework – Assignments given as homework will be checked and graded.  Late assignments for an absence will have one day to makeup for each day absent.  Late assignments for other reasons will receive a maximum of half credit. Homework is due next class meeting.  Homework is posted on schoolnotes.com daily. 

Grading - Grades are calculated on a straight point average.  All homework, quizzes, tests and projects are assigned point values. 
Expectations and Conduct - The most important rule in my class!  Treat your classmates, yourself and me with respect!  Students are responsible for their actions, so they need to make sure their actions reflect them positively.  I also expect my students to:

· Do their best on each assignment

· Do their own work so that I will never have to question honesty and integrity

· Be courteous to me and to each other at all times.  There is never an excuse for rudeness.

· Abide by all rules in the handbook

I am available after school for any help your student may need.  I do ask that I be given a one day’s notice, since I have meetings and appointments scheduled at various times.
If you should need to contact me, e-mail would be the most efficient way to do so.  My e-mail address is postrout@northstonington.k12.ct.us.  It can be accessed via www.schoolnotes.com or from the web site for North Stonington Public Schools (www. northstonington.k12.ct.us ).
I am looking forward to a wonderful year with your student!
