Queen of Apostles Catholic School

Algebra I Syllabus 8th Grade

2014-2015 

Instructor: Mr. Eric Bischoff

Room #: Math Room (#2)

Ph. # (703) 354-0714

E-mail e.bischoff@queenofapostlesschool.org
Class Time 8:14-8:59 am
Textbook:  McDougall-Littell, Algebra: Structure and Method Book I   Workbook Required: Algebra: Structure and Method Book I Study Guide for Re-teaching and Practice           

I am excited to be your child’s teacher for the 2014-2015 school year!  Please review with your child the following expectations, rules, and procedures for the classroom.   Sign the form at the bottom and return one copy of the syllabus to Mr. Bischoff by Tuesday September 2, 2014.

Classroom Expectations

1. Come ready to learn with all materials AND a right attitude.

a) Algebra I text and the Workbook Study Guide for Re-teaching and Practice
b) Pencils and erasers

c) Copybook for classroom examples, vocabulary, definitions

d) Copybook where homework was completed

e) Planner
2. All homework, quizzes, and tests are to be done in pencil only.

3. Progress reports are to be signed by a parent and returned for credit within five (5) class days.
4. Each student will participate in class.

5. Respect yourself, your classmates, school property, your teachers and other adults in the building, and above all the Lord Jesus Christ.

6. You are expected to do your own work in class on daily assignments, homework, quizzes, tests, and written assignments unless instructed otherwise.

7. If you are assigned to a partner or a group for a period of time, participate fully and contribute to the work with your partner or the group members.

8. I am here to help you succeed and to enjoy this class.  Because I care about each of you I will not allow you to do anything that will interfere with your success or the success of another student in this class.

9. Extra time will not be granted for tests and quizzes unless there is a written accommodation plan for the student.

10. Test corrections and test retakes will be given at the discretion of the teacher

Classroom Procedures

1. Enter the classroom quietly without loud talking or loud noises or disrupting those who are at work.  Pencils are sharpened at the beginning of class.  
2. Daily Warm-ups are to be completed once you enter the room within the first 5 minutes of class and will be checked for completion.

3. Homework is to be turned in at the beginning of class after it has been checked in class.

4. When the bell rings at the end of class, be prepared for final instructions.
Classroom Rules

1. Be in class on time.  This counts as part of your participation.  If you know you will be late, ask the classroom teacher you have been with for a note.  All tardiness must be excused or a participation point will be lost for the day.  

2. Raise your hand and wait until you are called upon in order to gain permission to speak.

3. Stay in your assigned seat unless given permission to move to another area of the classroom.

4. Listen to and follow directions the first time they are given.

Consequences (Consequences are the result of YOUR choices and YOUR actions.)

1. Verbal Warning/Counseling with student/Call to parent

2. Loss of privileges.

3. Written Demerit/Conference with student

4. Referral to Administrators

Grading Policies

A weighted system will apply to tests, quizzes, projects, homework, and participation grades.

Chapter Tests, Cumulative Exams, Projects           55% 

Quizzes:                                                                   30%

Homework                                :                             10%

Participation                                                             5%                 
          100%

Students are expected to maintain a 90% avg. each quarter in order to demonstrate mastery.  If a student consistently fails to achieve 90% at the end of each quarter, a parent teacher conference may be required to assess the student’s progress.  
A Diocesan Mid-Term Exam will be administered at the end of the 2nd qtr. in order to demonstrate mastery of the material.  
In addition, if a child plans on attending a Diocese of Arlington High School beginning in 2014, they must pass the Algebra I Placement Exam in order to be exempt from repeating Algebra I at the Catholic high school level for the course taken in 8th grade.   The Algebra I Placement Exam will be held on Saturday May 30, 2015.  Review of the Algebra I materials will be held during school two weeks prior to the exam in order to prepare.
Course Outline 

Introduction to Algebra
Working with Real Numbers

Solving Equations and problems

Polynomials

Factoring Polynomials

Fractions

Applying Fractions

Introduction to Functions

Systems of Linear Equations

Inequalities

Rational and Irrational Numbers

Quadratic Functions
Problem Solving (Integrated though out each unit)

Materials: 

You are required to bring the following to class each day:

Algebra I Textbook  and Study Guide for Re-teaching and Practice
Math notebook should be kept neatly, and will be examined at least once a quarter to determine if student has been keeping good notes and practicing examples in class.

At least 2 Pencils and an eraser, 
Agenda for writing down daily assignments


[image: image1]----------------------------------------------------------[image: image2.wmf]
Acknowledgement:

Student Signature _________________________________________Date-___________

Parent/Guardian Signature _________________________________________Date_____

We’re looking forward to having a great year together!  Thank you for your support!
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