Language of Poetry

	Imagery – Pictures poets create with words that appeal to our five senses.

· Examples: tangy lemon, scented garden, cozy blanket, glowing sunset, angelic voices, etc.

	Hyperbole – exaggeration for dramatic effect.

· Examples: “I’m so hungry I could eat a horse!” or “You must have a zillion hours of homework every night.”

	Oxymoron – expression with contradictory words.
· Example: stupid genius; jumbo shrimp; adult children; act naturally

	Simile – When a writer points out a similar quality in two things that seem to be unlike, using like or as.

· “His head is as hard as a rock.” 
· “She cries like a baby whenever I look at her.”

	Metaphor – When a writer suggests a similarity between two generally unlike things. A metaphor does not use like or as. 

· If a test was easy, you may say, “It was a piece of cake.”

	Personification – Giving human qualities to objects or ideas. 

· Phrases that use personification include: “biting cold,” “howling wind,” and “smiling sun.”

	Symbol – A symbol is anything that stands for or represents something else. Symbols are usually concrete objects or images that represent abstract ideas. 

· The eagle represents freedom; the flag represents support for the U.S.

	Allusion – An allusion is a reference to well-known people, places, events, literary works, or art. 

· The Bible and classical mythology provide two of the most common sources of literary allusions.

	Irony – when the reality is the opposite of what is expected.

· Dramatic Irony – when the reader or audience know more than the characters themselves do.
· Verbal Irony – what is said is opposite of what is meant.
· Situational Irony – what happens is opposite of is expected or intended.

	Theme – A poet’s message about life.

· Universal Theme - A theme that anyone can relate to.


Poetic Devices or Sound Patterns

	Alliteration – It is the repetition of the initial consonant sound at the beginning of words.
· “Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers,” repeats the p at the beginnings of words.

	Onomatopoeia – It is the use of words that imitate sounds. 
· Words like buzz, hiss, and screech are examples.

	Assonance – Similarity of sound between words or syllables of vowel sound but not of the consonants.

·  Examples: pale/brave


Elements of Poetry

	Verse - A verse is a single line of poetry. It may be a complete sentence, but most of the time it is only part of a sentence. The word verse also refers to poetry in general. Stanzas and verses are important parts of many poems. 
· Punctuation in the poem and spaces between stanzas help us read a poem more meaningfully. 
· A verse in poetry is often not a complete sentence. When you read poetry, it is important to remember to pause only where punctuation indicates you should, not necessarily at the end of each verse, or even at the end of each stanza.

	Stanza – A stanza is a group of lines that present one main idea in a poem. Many poems are divided into stanzas that are separated by spaces. Much like a paragraph in prose, each stanza usually develops one idea.

	Free Verse – No regular pattern of stressed or unstressed syllables.

· This can describe both the form and structure of a poem, but it is also a type of poetry. 

	Rhyme – Rhyme is the repetition of sounds, for example, bleak and streak rhyme. 

· The most common type of rhyme is end rhyme, where the words at the ends of the lines rhyme.

· Words can also rhyme within a line; this is called internal rhyme. 

· Eye rhyme is the use of words that look like they will rhyme, but don’t sound perfectly rhymed when spoken. An example is move and love. 

· Slant rhyme is imperfect rhyming, for example, lying and mine, or dizzy and easy.

	Rhyme Scheme - In many poems the rhyming lines in each stanza follow the same pattern. 
· For example, if a poem has stanzas of four lines each; the rhyme pattern could be the first and third lines rhyming and the second and fourth lines rhyming. 
· The rhyme scheme is described by letters. The following rhyme has a rhyme scheme of abab.

Peas porridge hot (a)

Peas porridge cold (b)

Peas porridge in the pot (a)

Nine days old (b)


	Rhythm – Rhythm is the sound pattern created by stressed and unstressed syllables. Stressed syllables receive more emphasis than unstressed syllables.

	Refrain – A refrain is a phrase or verse repeated at intervals throughout a poem, especially at the end of a stanza.

	Meter – Meter is the rhythmical pattern of a poem. The pattern is determined by the number of stresses, or beats, in each line. 

· Stress Mark = / ; Unstressed Mark = ( 

	Iamb – Is a foot with one weak stress followed by one strong stress, as in the word “reform”


Types of Poetry

	Ballad – A ballad is a songlike poem that tells a story, often one dealing with adventure and romance. Ballads have 4-6 line stanzas, with regular rhythms and rhyme schemes. Many have a refrain, a line or group of lines repeated at the end of each stanza. 

	Blank verse – Blank verse is unrhymed verse written in iambic pentameter.
· Shakespeare wrote in blank verse often. 
· Another example is Milton’s Paradise Lost.

	Couplet – A couplet is two lines of poetry that rhyme at the end; often a complete thought. 

· An example is: Jack be nimble, Jack be quick Jack jump over the candlestick.

	Cinquain – A cinquain is a five line poem. The first line is also the title, usually a noun. The second line has two words that describe the first, the third line expresses action, the fourth line is four words that convey a feeling or statement about the title, and the fifth line is a synonym for the title.

	Free verse – Free verse has no strict verse pattern, rhyme, fixed metrical foot, or fixed number of feet/verse. 

	Haiku – Haiku is a Japanese verse form made up of seventeen syllables in three lines. The skill in writing haiku is in capturing a moment in nature and its associated feelings within this small structure. (Some haiku poems have varying syllables because of how Japanese translates into English.)

	Limerick- A limerick is a type of light, humorous verse. Often nonsensical in nature, it is a five-line poem in which lines 1, 2, and 5 rhyme each other, and lines 3 and 4 rhyme each other. The rhythm of a limerick is also important. The lines that rhyme have the same rhythm, as well as the same number of syllables. 
· The purpose of most limericks is to make you laugh, and the rhyme and rhythm add much to a limerick’s humor.

	Lyric Poetry – Lyric poetry expresses the poet’s observations and feelings. Lyric poems tend to be musical in nature. In fact, lyric poems get their name from the lyre, a harp-like musical instrument whose music was used to accompany such poems in ancient Greece. 
· A lyric poem is usually about something the poet cares a great deal about. 

	Narrative Poetry – This type of poetry tells a story. A narrative poem presents events in much the same way that a short story does, using plot, characters, and dialogue.

	Sonnet – A sonnet is a poem of 14 lines in a regular rhyme scheme. It was invented in Italy in the early 13th century. The structure lends itself to the concise expression of thought and emotion.

· Shakespeare’s sonnets consist of three quatrains, abab cdcd efef, or abba cddc effe, and a couplet gg. 

· English sonnets are normally in 10-syllable lines.


denotation: the dictionary meaning of a word

connotation: the implied or suggested meaning connected with a word

literal meaning: limited to the simplest, ordinary, most obvious meaning

figurative meaning: associative or connotative meaning; representational
