Oxymorons

An oxymoron is a pair of terms that seemingly have opposite or non-compatible meanings.  The word oxymoron is an oxymoron (oxy = sharp or keen, moron = foolish, dull).  Some common osymorons are pretty ugly, honest crook, and awfully good.  To understand oxymorons, you need to concentrate on one half of the pair, usually the second term, and use the other term as a modifier.  A clever fool is fool all right, but he has some cleverness.  Sometimes one of the terms has a different meaning:  A jumbo shrimp is a type of animal called a shrimp, but the term shrimp often means someone small.  Below are a few more oxymorons that are vocabulary terms encountered in reading and used in writing.  You can probably add some of your own.

Bankrupt millionaire

Clearly misunderstood

Global village

Graduate student

Living dead

Black light

Microsoft Works

Loud whisper

Original copy

Random order

Student teacher

Work party

Controlled chaos

Feminism in Suffixes
In the later half of the 20th century the women’s movement caused a great awareness of gender (male – female) in words.  Many women wished that all or most “feminized” words by dropped or changed.  A suffix that indicates gender is –ess, hence, a waitress is a woman, a waiter is a man.  Today many cafes employ wait persons or food servers; the post office employs “mail carriers” not just mailmen.  A woman who flies an airplane is now a pilot, no longer an aviatrix, but a woman who administers a will could still be an executrix.

	Feminizing Suffixes
	Examples

	-ess
	Waitress, actress

	-ina
	Ballerina, Wilhelmina, czarina

	-ine
	Heroine, Josophine

	-trix
	Aviatrix, executrix

	-enne
	Comedienne, equestrienne 


