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MYSTERY BRAINSTORMING!

The Motive, Means, and Opportunity to Create a Mystery!

Ms. Raymond  - Seventh Grade English Language Arts
Here are some ideas to help you get started writing your own mystery.  Feel free to add your own ideas to any of the lists.  We can’t wait to read your mystery story! 

Types of Crime:   What happened?  What was the motive?

murder

ransom
kidnapping
theft

importing 
poison


explosion

bombing 
terrorism 
ransom
arson

fires
fugitive

conspiracy

drugs

gambling
 missing
secret
revenge
bully


hijacking 

smuggling
perjury
witchcraft
abduction
fraud
threat

credit fraud

magic spell
curse

psychopath
blackmail
escape  assault

impersonation   
 joke gone too far

plagiarism
mugging
snake bite

manslaughter
  drunk driver
  
hit and run
accident
overdose


Weapons:  How did it happen?  What was the means?

gun
knife
arrow
 rope
candlestick
lead pipe
poison    fire
water      car
brick

plane
boat
 falling     pushing
rock
board
     arrow
acid
  bomb  
waves  

Characters:   Who was involved?     lawyer    thief
child
teacher  taxi driver waitperson
bank teller
scientist
dragon    rock star
doctor
     cashier  explorer   artist  carpenter
dentist

salesperson
 soldier    secretary     nurse        hunter         writer composer bear
postal worker      officer    grandparent
  trucker      dog 
alien 
   wizard
model
       musician
     pilot     baker
      coach
architect
piano teacher     veterinarian      squirrel     

dancer
gnome
athlete
   actor     butler
spy
painter       detective    chauffeur
