ESSAY QUESTIONS FOR FREAK THE MIGHTY

Name:____________________________
Directions: Compose a five paragraph essay to respond to one of the following questions.  Use at least three separate quotes from the novel Freak the Mighty to support your response.  

•  Introducing the thesis:  Begin by selecting a main topic (thesis) to present in your essay, and then write the introduction.  The introduction must tell the reader the thesis of the essay and three ideas that will support it.  Your introductory thesis statement will have two parts:



* The first part will state the topic of the essay.

* The second part will state the point of the essay and list the three main ideas that will support it.

•  Body:  These three paragraphs must explain the ideas that support the main topic and include quotes from the novel.

•  Conclusion: This paragraph will include three or four strong sentences that review the main topic.  Finish the paragraph with the     

    thesis statement, being careful not to restate it exactly. 
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What is the overall theme or message in Freak the Mighty?

Who is the main villain in Freak the Mighty?

How would Freak the Mighty be different if told from Kevin's perspective instead of Max's?

Has Max learned to value himself more by the end of Freak the Mighty?

Compare and contrast Max and Kevin. In what ways are they similar? In what ways are they different? In what ways do their differences complement each other?

Freak the Mighty is a combination of both Max and Kevin. How does this combination make a whole person? (In what ways is Kevin disabled?  In what ways is Max disabled?  How do they help each other with their disabilities?)

Why is Max convinced he does not have a brain? Is his assessment of himself as a "butthead" correct? Do our opinions of ourselves affect what others think of us? Do others' opinions of us affect how we feel about ourselves?

Why is Kevin’s Christmas gift of the pyramid-shaped box and handwritten dictionary so important to Max?

Why do we care about what happens to Max and Kevin? How does the author make us care about them?

How does the location of Max's room "down under" relate to how he feels about himself?

How does Kevin get Max out of his room? What is "magic" about their quests?

Does Kevin really believe that he will be "the first bionically improved human" by having a body transplant?  What does Kevin mean when he says "you can remember anything, whether it happened or not?"

Why does Max agree with his father, who says, "I, Kenneth David Kane, do swear by all that's holy that I did not murder this boy's mother"?  What does the story Kenny recounts about the "injustice" that was done to him, tell us about him?

How are Kevin and Kenny similar in how they cope with the world? How are they different?

Why does Loretta try to save Max? What does this tell us about her? 

With whom is Max angry when he realizes that Kevin is dead? Why? What helps him get over his anger?

“You Were There”   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZZXGs-x6Itw 

by Babyface    © Simon Birch (movie)

Time passes, the world's changes

But I'm still the same ole' kid

and your jokes still bring me laughter

As if you still were here

And it hurts, when I smile

'cause my heart still remembers

when you were around

* 'cause you were there

when no one was

just when I thought nobody cared

you showed me love

'cause you were my friend

you always told me

and I am still here

because you were there

So precious, small treasures

A time when truth was innocent

True friendship, was all we were after

A place where kids could still be kids

and it hurts, but I'm glad

'cause at least I was blessed to have you as my friend

Back to *

You're my best friend

And there are no accidents

God has a plan for everyone

And he brought you in my life

To show me what a true friend was.

Back to *

