5th grade 

Prehistoric Art/cave paintings

I. European cave paintings

A. Where

1. Almost 360 painted caves in France and Spain have been discovered

2. Some paintings are in remote caves that are deep or small

B. When

1. 10,000-32,000 years old

2. Difficult to figure out the age of paintings

· Test the pigment

· Subjects of paintings show age, i.e. reindeer from the last Ice Age

· Some caves were painted over a long period of time

C. Why

1. We do not know why they were painted

2. Communication

3. Religious or ceremonial

· Hunting magic, increase number of animals

· Drawn by Shamans from visions

D. What

1. large wild animals are most common

· bison

· horses

· deer

2. hunting scenes

3. human hands or finger painted patterns 

4. realistic humans were not painted

E. Paints

1. red and yellow ochre

2. charcoal

II. Cave apintings around the world

A. Africa

1. 10,000-25,000 years old

2. animals and humans

3. religious

B. Australia

1. maybe as old as 40,000 years

2. mostly ochre

C. India

1. 1,000 -12,000 years old 

2. mainly red and white

3. shows lives of people who lived in the caves

D. South America 

1. “Cave of Hands” in Argentina

· stencils of hands

· mostly left hands

· probably young men as they entered manhood

2. pictures of humans, animals, geometric shapes, the sun and hunting scenes

3. red, white, black and yellow 

4. 2,200 -10,000 years old

E. Southeast Asia

1. Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia and Burma

2. 1200-2000 years old

