Introduction to Art

· Composition - the organized arrangement of various elements

Elements of Art - “tools” or building blocks used to create art 

1. SPACE

· The area between and around objects in a composition                                  positive

· Negative space – empty area around objects

· Positive space – area taken up by objects in a composition 

· Label positive and negative space in the box  on the right            negative     

· 2.  LINE 

1. A mark with a greater length than width; a dot out for a walk
2. 6 kinds of lines

3. diagonal  
4. zigzag    

5. vertical    

6. horizontal  

7. curvy                                           
8. implied (imaginary)               

·                                                                     A.
 curvy


               B. vertical

label each type of line in the box


·                                                               C.  zigzag

                    D. horizontal               


               

      

·                                                              E. implied

                    F. diagonal          

· 3. SHAPE
· A closed line

· geometric shapes – can be measured with mathematical formulas; ex. Circle, square, hexagon

· organic  shapes – freeform or natural shapes; ex. Puddle, blob, raindrop
· congruent shapes – same size and shape 

· similar shapes – same shape and different size
· label the shapes below, geometric, organic, congruent and similar

              G. congruent

 H. organic
       
   I. Geometric
                     J. similar
·  4.  TEXTURE 
· How something feels or looks like it would feel (rough, fluffy, prickly, smooth, bumpy etc.)

· Real texture – actual texture of an object 

· Implied texture – a piece of art is smooth and flat but it appears to have a certain texture; 

(A drawing of a rock looks rough; a painting of a rabbit looks soft and fluffy)
· Draw different types of texture in the boxes

5. FORM 

· 3-D (height, width and depth)

· EX.  Cone, sphere, pyramid, cube
6.  COLOR – see handout

Principles of Design – 

Rules that we use to organize the elements of art 

A. Balance –objects are spaced evenly; the objects are balanced as if on a scale

· Symmetrical balance – two sides of a composition are similar

· Asymmetrical balance – two sides of a composition are different but

· appear to be equal

· Radial balance – elements around a center point are similar

B. Emphasis – the part of a composition that catches the viewer’s attention

· usually one area stands out or contrasts with the rest of the composition

· created by using a different size, shape, color etc.

C. Movement – the path the viewers’ eye takes through the artwork

· Along line edges, shape and color within the artwork

D. Proportion – all parts (sizes, amounts or number) relate well to each other

· Example - The size of a head makes sense with the size of the body
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