Country Gardens Charter School

cgcsaz.com

Syllabus 2010-2011

Teacher Contact Information:

Natalia Bondy

natalia.bondy@yahoo.com
(602)237-3741

Objective:

Students will obtain the necessary skills from the Arizona State Standards for the grade level.

Expectations:

You are expected to arrive on time each day ready to work.

You are expected to follow all school rules and classroom policies.

You are expected to participate in classroom discussion and group projects.

You are expected to be respectful of others.

You are expected to complete all homework and class work.

You are expected to always try your best.

Materials needed (daily):

Composition notebook(s)

Pencil and sharpener

Center log sheet (progress report): This will be given on Mondays and must be turned in on Fridays.  Graded sheet will be returned to you for parent signature that will be due with homework.

Absences:

If you are absent for whatever reason, it is your responsibility to get the homework and any make up work needed.  If you are having difficulty with the material, you should stay for tutoring (offered free through the school, every Thursday from 3:30-4:30 p.m.  Must arrange to be picked up). Remember that to be eligible for the trips you need 97% attendance.

Grading Policy:

Class work 40%, Tests 40%, Homework 20%

Homework:

Homework will include a math packet, writing essay prompt, and a reading journal.  Math packets will be handed out on Wednesdays and all work should be handed in the following Wednesday.  Homework is important to be successful.  Set aside time for homework each night.  Turning in homework is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY! In order to be eligible for the trips, 90% of all homework must be completed and turned in.  

Essay Instructions:

(Use the writing prompts/story starters provided in this syllabus)

When writing your essays, you must have a minimum of 5 paragraphs.  (Introduction, 3 or more paragraphs for the Body, and Conclusion.)  Each paragraph must be 5-7 sentences in length.  You will turn in a final draft that should be written in cursive.  Typing is not allowed for these essays (unless arrangements with teacher have been made).  When you begin, you should create a prewriting graphic organizer (outline or web) with your ideas on the topic.  Then work on a thesis statement.  This is the sentence that tells what the paper is about, the “author’s message.”  Remember to then edit yourself when writing for punctuation, grammar and spelling errors.  Once you have read it over, made any necessary corrections and completed it in your neatest cursive handwriting, tell yourself “good job,” and be proud of the work you are submitting. (
Reading Journal:

You will be required to keep a reading journal throughout the year.  Every night, you should read for about 30 minutes and write about it. You will need to turn this in with homework on Wednesday.  Your writing should be at least a page long each week.

Writing Prompts/Story Starters:

Due September 22, 2010

Using Picture #1 included in the syllabus: If I woke up to see a mushroom cloud I would…

Due September 29, 2010

Imagine you were living in America circa 1938. Write a letter to the President (FDR) about why you would or would not want to enlist.

Due October 6, 2010

Who (or what is living in your computer?

Due October 13, 2010

Using Picture #2 included in the syllabus: Why would women receive special recognition for their contributions during W.W.II?  Include the difference between then and now.

Due October 20, 2010

If I was a cartoon character…
Due October 27, 2010

What if a magician made you shrink?

Due November 3, 2010

Why we should or should not have a medal or trophy award system.

Due November 10, 2010

What might happen if you were alone in a cave?
Due November 17, 2010

My favorite movie…

Due November 24, 2010

Using Picture #3 in the syllabus:  Propaganda was important because…

Due December 1, 2010

Using Picture #3 in the syllabus:  Is propaganda used in today’s culture?  Explain why and where you might see it used.

Due December 8, 2010

Using Picture #3 in the syllabus:  If I made my own propaganda poster it would…OR Looking at the provided propaganda poster examples, select two to compare and contrast.  Include why you chose those two (and describe which you are comparing).

Due December 15, 2010

Using Picture #4 in the syllabus: If I woke up to find my neighborhood in rubble…

Due January 5, 2011

If I could change something about myself…

Due January 12, 2011

The greatest vacation ever…

Due January 19, 2011

Education is important because…

Due January 26, 2011

Write a letter to the President of the United States about something you would like him to know or do.

Due February 2, 2011

Should we have dances at school?  Why or why not.

Due February 9, 2011

What I think about drugs and smoking.

Due February 16, 2011

When I turn 16…

Due February 23, 2011

If I could live anywhere in the world, it would be…

Due March 2, 2011

If I were living in the 1960’s I would be…

Due March 9, 2011

If I were living during the Civil Rights movement…

Due March 16, 2011

Using Martin Luther King’s “I had a dream” speech, write your own speech about segregation, civil rights and racism using “I had a dream…” as your beginning.

Due March 23, 2011

Compare and contrast W.W.II with the Vietnam War. Include how both wars began.

Due March 30, 2011

Imagine CGCS was a segregated school from the 1950-’60’s. Describe your experience.

Due April 6, 2011

How was the Great Depression comparable to today’s economic recession?

Due April 13, 2011

What makes an excellent student?

Due April 20, 2011

If I could time travel, I would travel to…

Due April 27, 2011

Should we have soda pop at school?  Why or why not?

Due May 4, 2011

What integrity means to me…

Due May 11, 2011

Once, you and a friend climbed the pyramids of Giza in Egypt.

Due May 18, 2011

Something about this year that I will never forget…

Due May 25, 2011

My favorite part of the week…

