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Overview:  Each year, Lee County schools celebrate National History Day in an exciting event that showcases student research and projects, which relate to an annual theme. Gulf Middle School promotes academic achievement and intellectual growth through the History Day experience and will be represented at the county fair by the top entries from our school competition. The theme for 2008-09, The Individual in History: Actions & Legacies, is a broad one and encourages students to investigate a wide variety of topics ranging from local to world history, and from ancient times to the recent past.  Students must understand the historical importance of the topic they select and ask questions about time, place and context. We hope students will take advantage of the opportunity to discover a connection between history and the way they see themselves in the world today.  Projects should go beyond just description and include analysis of information and conclusions about how their topic influenced and was influenced by other people, ideas and events.  Completion of a History Day project is a requirement for all social studies students!
Important Dates:


Topic and Category Selection

​​October 1

Research Proof – 5 good sources
October 15

Research Notes – 5 good pages
November 17

Present Overview of Project &

December 15


Submit Draft of Bibliography




Process Paper Due – Rough Draft
January 13

Project Due Date



January 28

School History Fair



February 19-25

History Fair/Boxcar Open House
February 26


County History Fair



March 14
Categories:    All students must complete a project in 
one of the 4 basic categories:  

•Exhibit 

•Audio/Visual Documentary 
•Dramatic Performance 

•Historical Paper (8th grade individual projects only)
Students wishing to do group projects in the first three categories must obtain special permissions due to the difficulties student experience with out-of-class coordination and shared responsibilities.

Detailed information will be coming to students soon to help them make a decision. Please take the time to discuss possible topics with your student, and monitor their progress throughout the year!  Group projects require a great deal of out of class coordination, so please be aware that your child may need your support if he/she decides to make that commitment.  

Help:    National History Day maintains a fantastic website at www.nationalhistoryday.org that contains information for both students and parents, including discussion on the theme, sample topics and judging sheets and the contest rule book.  Know that opportunities will be provided for all classes to engage in some research through the school’s Media Center, but students should also investigate local libraries, museums or organizations for research help.  Please also be aware that all Lee County students now have a user name and password to access several research databases from home.  One of these, Britannica Online, is an excellent starting point for research.  Plenty of information on specific project requirements will be coming, and always feel free to contact Mrs. Powella if you have any questions. The first and most important task will be the selection of an appropriate topic and category ~ this information will be submitted to the teacher and must be signed by a parent/guardian!

Through the completion of a major project this year, students will not only reinforce good research and time management techniques necessary for success in high school, but also develop problem-solving skills that will help them manage and use information now and in the future!

The Social Studies Department
