HOW TO DO YOU PROCESS PAPER:

All entries except those in the historical paper category must include a process paper.  It is a description of no more than 500 words explaining how you conducted your research and developed your entry.  This is not a research paper and information dealing with your topic should not be included, only the how and why of your research.  The process paper is not the place for students to state what they have learned-that information should be presented in the actual entry.  The process paper confirms for your teacher and potential judges that your worked with an original idea, conducted your own research, and created your project using your won energy and creativity.  For extra help, examples of process papers are available on the National History Day web site at http://nationalhistoryday.org.

The length is between 250 and 500 words, basically 1 to 2 pages.  Most of the questions below should be addressed in your paper.  It’s broken down into four sections.
First Section – should explain how you chose your topic:

How did you get the idea for your topic?


What is your entry about? (present your thesis statement in the introduction)

Second Section – should explain how you conducted your research:

Where did you go to find research sources?


What were your most valuable sources?


How did your ideas about your topic change as you did your research?


What opinions of yours changed about the topic?

Third Section – should explain how you selected your presentation category and created your project:


What choices did you make about what to include in your entry?

How did you put your entry together?


What were some of the problems you overcame?

Fourth Section – should explain how your project relates to the 2008 theme, “Conflict and Compromise in History”:


Why is it important to study your topic?


How does it relate to the theme?


What conclusions have you drawn from your research?


How ahs this been a valuable learning experience for you?

HOW TO MAKE YOUR TITLE PAGE
Center the following information and space it neatly.
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