November 28, 2011

Dear Parents,

The annual reading fair is just around the corner. Third grade students are required to read a fictional book of their choice.  Most of the students checked out a book from the school library before Thanksgiving break and have begun reading.   All reading fair projects are due December 14 and will be a reading test grade.  My students will be required to take an AR test on their book as well.  I will be helping the students with the content of the storyboard in class, but the students are responsible for decorating and assembling the boards at home.

Here are some guidelines for the project:

· Storyboards should be 36'' H x 48'' W.  Boards should be full-sized and not exceed the approved height, width, and depth.  Boards that do not meet the size requirements will be disqualified.  The school is selling the boards for $2.00.  If you do not purchase one from the school, you can purchase the board at Wal-mart or Office Depot.

· Storyboards should be colorful and interesting.  Models, shadowboxes, and illustrations that fit in the middle of the display are allowed.  The total project should not exceed the width or depth of the standing display board (approximately 36'' W x 14 '' of table space).  No items should hang over the edge of the table or be placed on the floor.  However, students may hold or wear items that coordinate with the project, if desired.  Items used for the project are not to be alive, valuable, or dangerous.

· Identifying information (name of the student(s), category and division, student's grade level, homeroom teacher's name, school and district name) should be labeled on the back of the storyboard.  If any identifying information is placed on the front, the project will be disqualified.

· Items on the boards must be handwritten or typed.

The following story elements must be on the board.  If any of these are missing, 10 points will be deducted from the student's score.  I will be helping the students with this information in class. 

· Title

· Author

· Publisher and Publication Date

· Main Characters – only those important to the story line

· Setting – place and time of story

· Plot Summary – brief summary (not a retelling) of what the story is about and what takes place.

· Conflict –  the problem in the story

· Solution or Resolution – how the problem is resolved

· Author's purpose – why the author wrote the story (to entertain, inform, and/or persuade)

· Tone or mood – Describes how the author wants the reader to feel while reading the story.

If you have any questions, please contact me.

Thank you,

Mrs. Weatherford

Please return this note to school by Wednesday, December 1, 2011.

I have read the guidelines above for the reading fair.  I understand the project is due December 14, and it will be a reading test grade.  I also understand that Mrs. Weatherford will assist with story elements in class and the assembly of the board will be done at home.

Student's signature:  _____________________

Parent or guardian's signature:  ___________________

