Terms to Know:

Natural Rights:  The rights to life, liberty and property.  Proposed by John Locke in 1690.
Government:  The form of system by which people are ruled or governed.
Absolute power:  Total control over the creation of laws and decisions under a government system.
State of nature:  Absence of man-made laws
Consent of the governed:  Agreement between the people and their leaders—agree to follow the rules/laws in return of government protection of their needs.
Social contract/compact:  Agreement between people and their government.
Tyrant:  an absolute ruler who governs without restrictions.  A ruler who exercises power in a cruel or harsh manner.
Feudalism:  System of government in which the King gives some land and power to Nobles in exchange for help in ruling the Kingdom. Power Sharing.
Royalty:  Family of the King or Queen
Nobility:  People with the title given to them by King or Queen
Common people:  ordinary people who were not royalty or nobility
Peasants:  poorest farmers who worked on the land of the nobles in exchange for protection
Merchants:  sellers of goods
Knights:  mounted soldiers of the King or noble
Magna Carta:  1215 social contract between King John II and Nobles that began to limit the power of the king
Rule of Law:  government by law, nothing is higher than the law
Parliament:  (1258) representative body in England where laws are made.
House of Lords/Commons:  different houses in Parliament (one representative of the commoners (lower house), the House of Lords (upper house) is non-elective and made up of nobility.
English Bill of Rights (1689)  Established further individual liberties to the English people
Colonial government:  government made up of a governor, legislature and courts ruling over the day to day affairs of a colony
Indentured servants:  person receives passage to the America in exchange for service to repay the debt over a period of 7 years.
Governor:  executive branch leader of a colony or state
Magistrate:  judge
Continental Congress:  Meeting of representatives or delegates from the 13 colonies (and eventually states) that debated ways to handle the conflict with England.  
Loyalists:  Those colonists who remained loyal / supportive of King George III and Great Britain before, during and after the American Revolution.
Unalienable rights:  Life, liberty and pursuit of happiness—that cannot be taken away.
Ideals:  principles/ goals  that are looked up to as something that should be achieved.  (All men are created equal) 
Declaration of Independence (1776) Formally declared the independence of the United States of America from Great Britain.
The Articles of Confederation (1781) Continental Congresses’ first attempt at a government (weak central government); many problems—money, military, taxes and representation
The Constitution 1787 (goes into effect 1789)—Establishes the goals of government and lays our the powers of the different branches of government.
Preamble  The statement of purpose / goals of government for the United States
Framers:  The people who wrote out (drafted the Constitution).  (example:  James Madison)
People to Know:

John Locke –English Philosopher; natural rights
King John—forced to sign the Magna Carta
King George III—seen as a tyrant by Patriots during the American Revolution
John Adams—defended British soldiers after Boston Massacre; delegate to Continental Congress; President
Sam Adams—leader of Sons of Liberty; delegate to Continental Congress
Thomas Jefferson—Author of Declaration of Independence; President
Benjamin Franklin—Delegate to Continental Congress; scientist, inventor; Post Master
Paul Revere—Sons of Liberty; creator of engraving of the “Boston Massacre” propaganda showing the British soldiers to be murderers; Alarm Rider
Concepts:  Refer to your handouts and graphic organizers.
5 big ideas of English government

--natural rights
--higher law

--separation of powers
--checks and balances

--representative government/right to vote

6 goals of our government Refer to your Preamble drawings
--more perfect union

--establish justice

--domestic tranquility

--common defense

--general welfare

--blessings of liberty for ourselves and our posterity
Short answer concepts:  Refer to your notes, graphic organizers and other handouts
· What were the basic ideas of English constitutional government and which of those did colonists argue violated them the most and would lead to them declare independence?

· Why did the Articles of Confederation fail as our first form of government and how did the Constitution correct those problems?
