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“Have fun and be safe this summer.  Moreover, have a writer’s summer.  The writer’s mind is an observant mind.  How will you take the sights, sounds, and sensations of summer and then put them into words?” – C. Senesac
Modes of Rhetoric is a course specifically designed for 2009-2010 Early College students in the sophomore year.  It focuses on the traditional modes of writing – the nonfiction genres of description, narration, exposition, and persuasion.  In sum, the course will provide participants with additional discipline and joy in the art and skill of writing in order to meet the objectives listed below.
Student Course Objectives

engage in the writing as a process of thought
write for specific and complex purposes

write in specific and complex patterns

write in several modes of discourse

independently revise for unity and coherence

independently edit texts for grammar and conventions

comprehend and analyze complex texts for purpose and pattern

become a community of writers who shares its work

Course Texts and Readings
Patterns for a Purpose: A Rhetorical Reader, Barbara Fine Clouse, 4th ed.

The Elements of Style, William Strunk and E.B. White
The Bedford Handbook, 7th ed. 

Angela’s Ashes, Frank McCourt (Summer Reading)

Lord of the Flies, William Golding (Summer Reading)
Course Handouts
Rubric for Essays
Reader’s Workshop Rubric

Writer’s Workshop Rubric

Editing Marks and Handbook References
The Writing Process

Writing occurs as a process of recorded and unrecorded thoughts.  Competent college-level writing is the product of this robust mental process.  Thus, a student’s overall essay grade is based on participation in this process.  Please see the “Essay Rubric” for the specific process.  Please note that all final drafts must have a rough draft if a final draft is to be scored.  The rough draft due dates are listed under “ 
Essay Format
The rough draft and final draft of essays will be typed.  Essays should be formatted in the Modern Language Association (MLA) format.  The Bedford Handbook is the reference book for this format.
Other Class Policies, Briefly
1. Plagiarism is forbidden.  The student receives a ZERO for the essay.

2. No cell phones.  Each student has access to the class phone (just ask permission) and therefore should not need to use cell phones.  Hands and/or eyes in book bags and purses or under desks will be considered cell phone activity, and the student may lose his or her class discussion grade for the day as well as have the phone confiscated.

3. No food or drink inside the classroom.  These items will be confiscated and not returned. 
4. Disrespect towards anyone and defiance towards authority will not be tolerated.  

5. In order to make up any missed assignment or discussion due to an absence, the student must provide official documentation for the absence.  Official documentation may include, but is not limited to, doctor’s notes, court papers, automotive repair receipts, funeral home documents.  A note from a parent does not qualify as official documentation.  Readmit slips must have additional documentation.  In other words, attendance is not optional, it is a commitment barring personal tragedy or serious illness.  Once the student has provided official documentation for the absence, he or she may receive credit for the missed assignment.

6. All due dates are final.  Any missed due date is an automatic ZERO for the assignment.  Assignments must be typed, printed, and handed in within the first five minutes of the class period on the due date.  If for some reason you have an emergency and know you cannot prepare for your next class, contact me via email or phone, and we will make other arrangements.  Better to get permission before than beg forgiveness later.  This is a common courtesy professors expect from college students.  Begin extending this courtesy now.
7. Students who need more time for an assignment may complete an Assignment Extension Request form.  This form must be completed 72 hours, or 3 business days, prior to the due date of the assignment.
8. In the event of the unplanned(?) absence of the instructor, students will be expected to follow the Course Schedule of Assignments and work ahead towards completing the future large writing assignments in a Writer’s Workshop environment.  Students should also read the next essay in Patterns for a Purpose.  Substitute instructors will be responsible for attendance and supervision and may give feedback to student writing.  An extra eye and mind is a good thing.
9. If a student wants to know to know his or her grade, please use the Oncourse Grade Portal.  Save your questions about your personal grade till after class.  In college, it is considered bad manners to ask during the class instruction time. 

10. Students can apply for grade recovery one (1) time during Writing 1, but only after a parent-teacher conference.  I will contact your parent or guardian only in the event of physical and emotional danger; that is, I do not intend to call for bad grades or petty behavior.  You are free to achieve or deceive as you wish.  You bear the consequences should you be so foolish.

11. No complaining.  The class will be boring and tedious if you are boring and tedious.  I (usually) don’t pick the topics about which you write; it is not my fault if you believe your life to be boring.  That said, I firmly believe that even the lamest individual holds within his or herself the creative power to animate even the dullest aspects of his or her life.
Grades


Quarter 1

Timed Writing 1 10%
Timed Writing 2 10%
Descriptive Essay (750 words) 20%
Narrative Essay (750 words) 20%
Reading Workshop 20%

Writing Workshop 20%

Quarter 2

Timed Writing 3 10%
Timed Writing 4 10%
Persuasive Essay (750 words) 20%
Student Choice Essay (1,000 words) 20%
Reading Workshop 20%

Writing Workshop 20%
Course Schedule of Assignments
Week 1

Monday, August 24 Review Syllabus and Expectations.  Introduction to the Modes.

Wednesday, August 26 Reader’s Workshop; Writing Journal for Angela’s Ashes and Lord of the Flies due
Friday, August 28 Writer’s Workshop; Timed Writing #1
Week 2

Tuesday, September 1 Reader’s Workshop
Thursday, September 3 Writer’s Workshop
Week 3

Tuesday, September 8 Reader’s Workshop; Descriptive Essay Rough Draft due
Thursday, September 10 Writer’s Workshop
Week 4

Monday, September 14 Reader’s Workshop
Wednesday, September 16 Writer’s Workshop
Friday, September 18 Reader’s Workshop; Descriptive Essay Final Draft due
Progress Reports
Week 5

Tuesday, September 22 Writer’s Workshop
Thursday, September 24 Reader’s Workshop
Week 6

Monday, September 28 Writer’s Workshop
Wednesday, September 30 Reader’s Workshop
Friday, October 2 Writer’s Workshop; Narrative Essay Rough Draft due
Week 7

Tuesday, October 6 Reader’s Workshop
Thursday, October 8 Writer’s Workshop; Timed Writing #2
Week 8

Monday, October 12 Reader’s Workshop
Wednesday, October 14 Writer’s Workshop
Friday, October 16 Reader’s Workshop; Narrative Essay Final Draft due
Week 9
Tuesday, October 20 Writer’s Workshop
Thursday, October 22 Reader’s Workshop
End of Quarter 1 Grade Recovery will be assigned only after a parent-student-teacher conference.
Week 10

Tuesday, October 27 Writer’s Workshop
Thursday, October 29 Reader’s Workshop
Week 11

Monday, November 2 Writer’s Workshop; Timed Writing #3
Wednesday, November 4 Reader’s Workshop
Friday, November 6 Writer’s Workshop
Week 12

Tuesday, November 10 Reader’s Workshop; Persuasive Essay Rough Draft due
Thursday, November 12 Writer’s Workshop
Week 13

Monday, November 16 Reader’s Workshop
Wednesday, November 18 Writer’s Workshop
Friday, November 20 Reader’s Workshop; Persuasive Essay Final Draft due
Week 14

Tuesday, November 24 Writer’s Workshop
Week 15

Tuesday, December 1 Reader’s Workshop
Thursday, December 3 Writer’s Workshop
Week 16

Monday, December 7 Reader’s Workshop
Wednesday, December 9 Writer’s Workshop; Timed Writing #4
Friday, December 11 Reader’s Workshop
Week 17

Tuesday, December 15 Writer’s Workshop; Student Choice Essay Rough Draft due
Week 18

Monday, January 4 Reader’s Workshop
Wednesday, January 6 Writer’s Workshop
Friday, January 8 Reader’s Workshop
Week 19

Tuesday, January 12 Writer’s Workshop
Thursday, January 14 Reader’s Workshop
Week 20

Tuesday, January 19 Final Draft of Student Choice Essay due 
End of Quarter 2 Grade Recovery will be assigned only after a parent-student-teacher conference.
Congratulations, you’ve finished Modes of Rhetoric; now onto Writing 2…

Writing 1: Modes of Composition

Due the first week of school.
Student Agreement

I have read and understood this syllabus for Writing 1: Modes of Composition, and I agree to follow its policies.

________________________________________________

Student (Print)

Parent/Guardian Agreement and Information

I have read and understood this syllabus for Writing 1: Modes of Composition, and I agree to support my student in following its policies.  I know I can access my student’s grades online anytime at http://www.mygradeportal.com/  
________________________________________________

Parent or Guardian (Print)

Phone: ________________________________________________

Email: ________________________________________________

I prefer to be contacted by  ___ phone
___ email.

