Calculator Information

Calculators will be permitted during different topics throughout each course.  The use of calculators increases with the difficulty of each grade.  Students will learn to solve problems by hand before they will be allowed to use calculators.
6th grade:  Will be allowed to use calculators for 1 chapter during the year, so I do not recommend buying a calculator.  The calculator provided in the classroom is the TI-15.
7th grade:  Will be allowed to use calculators during the second semester.  The calculator provided in the classroom is the TI-15.  If you choose to purchase a calculator, look for a scientific calculator with the following capabilities:

· Negation key
· Powers and square root
· Symbolic pi
8th grade:  Will be allowed to use calculators on most chapters during the year.  The calculator provided in the classroom is the TI-15.  If you choose to purchase a calculator, look for a scientific calculator with the following capabilities:

· Negation key
· Powers and square root
· Symbolic pi
High School:  You will need to purchase a graphing calculator.  The TI-84 Plus Silver edition is what I recommend, and what is commonly required by Math departments at local Universities.  If you purchase calculators that are more advanced (TI-89 or higher), they are not allowed on many college exams and will not be allowed on my tests either.  Graphing calculators are usually on sale at the beginning of the school year.  You can also look for used calculators online, especially from recent college graduates.
Website for TI-15 calculator information: http://education.ti.com/educationportal/sites/US/productDetail/us_ti15_explorer.html?bid=5
Website for TI-84 Plus Silver edition graphing calculator information:  http://education.ti.com/educationportal/sites/US/productDetail/us_ti84pse.html
