Shakespeare on the Web: a WebQuest Smorgasbord


Today, you will be a witness, investigator, poser, and reporter.  You will find information and experience life in Shakespeare’s times.  You will investigate whether Shakespeare  actually wrote the plays he is claimed to have written.  You will play with his language and otherwise branch out in to role-plays and other adventures.  You must complete the WebQuests, in part or in whole – as indicated at the link.  This document will be placed in the Shay’s Stuff folder which you can find in the Common account, so you will be able to access it and click on the links for quicker progress through the time you have.  Extra illustrations of The Globe are available in the Shay’s Stuff version of this document, on pages 5-8.  Documents should be written in Times New Roman, 12 font, 1” margins.  

Print this document out if you like.

PART ONE:  Virtual Tour of the Globe Theatre

· Go to the following URL:  http://www.shakespeares-globe.org/virtualtour/
· [image: image4.wmf] 

READ THIS FIRST:  This is a virtual tour of the recreated Globe Theatre in London, nicknamed in Elizabethan times as the “Wooden O.”  Shakespeare once even referred to it as a cockpit.  Here, you are in the theatre for which Shakespeare wrote many plays.  The building materials are authentic [oak and thatch].  The Globe is right near the side of the Thames river, on what Elizabethans thought the less respectable side.  Nearby were other attractions like bear-baiting pits [built much like The Globe, actually].  The Globe was built, owned, and run by actors.  Click on each of the views and tour The New Globe Theatre.  It’s as close as you can get to where Shakespeare did his best work without a costly plane ticket.  Use your fine motor skills with the mouse or you can get dizzy!  

· Answer the following in a sentence each.  Don’t write too much; be concise!   Answer in sentences not paragraphs.  [These answers are due today]
Stage view: 

1. “Walk” around a bit on the stage.  Imagine yourself to be an actor [only men in those days, folks].  There’s complete daylight during a performance.  As an actor, looking out, what do you notice about all the seats and the yard facing you?  What would it be like to perform there?  What might an actor have to do to be seen by all audience members as much as possible, seeing that they are all around him and some even behind him?

2. Describe the doors that open directly onto the stage.  How many are there?  What do they look like?

3. What do you notice about the stage floor?  Describe what you see.

4. Describe the columns that are on the stage.  How many are there?  What do they look like?  

5. What do you notice about the balcony?  How many sections are there?  What might the various sections be used for?  Describe them.

6. Use the zoom in [+] and zoom out [-].  Describe something you note about the use of paint.  Elizabethans actually thought that painted wood was more beautiful than plain or stained wood and did much to decorate.  Describe an example.

Yard view:  [Cost in Elizabethan times to stand here:  1 penny]

7. Describe what you notice about the ceiling above the stage.  It’s called the Heavens [It’s where many pullies and mechanical aids for rigging are located when needed for heavenly deities like Puck and the faeries].  Beneath the stage is called Hell [where a trap door leads, and from where devilish characters could emerge].  What décor makes the name “Heavens” appropriate?

8. What is the seating like in the yard section?  Describe.

9. These days, most people want to view from the yard.  However, in Shakespeare’s days the audience that watched from there were called Penny Stinkards or Groundlings.  Take a guess why.  

10. Look up high.  What would it be like if it rained during a performance?

Middle Gallery [Central] view:  [Cost for this seat in Shakespeare’s day: 2 pennies]

11. Describe the seats.  Hamlet can run 4 hours.  What would you bring to make a day at The Globe comfy and why? [no, no winter performances are done]

12. Describe what you can see of the stage, now, that you could not before.  The area behind the stage is called the ‘Tiring House.  It’s where “attire” [clothing and other dressing items] are stored and applied.

13. The two side balconies on the stage were actually seats sold and reserved for royalty, who came dressed in all their finery.  Why would they want to sit on the stage?

14. Use the zoom in [+] button and the zoom out button [+].  Describe a detail that you note about the building materials.

Middle Gallery [Side] view:

15. Do you prefer this seat to view the stage?  Why or why not?

16. What can you see from this angle better/worse than other places you’ve viewed?

Lower Gallery view:

17. Describe something about the construction of The Globe that you haven’t addressed in previous views.

18. The type of stage used in The Globe is called a thrust stage.  Why do you think it is called that?

19. The housing above the stage was where the machinery for deus ex machina is kept.  Describe how you think the rigging would be done for Puck in A Midsummer Night’s Dream.  [no electricity there, folks]

· Go here:  URL: http://www.elizabethan-era.org.uk/elizabethan-bear-bull-baiting.htm 

20. Why might Elizabethans have found it difficult to consider theatre respectable in those times, just at a glance of this authentic Elizabethan illustration? [opinion]

PART TWO: Debate:  Will the Real William Shakespeare Please Stand Up?  
READ THIS FIRST:  The accusers say a crime has been committed. Someone calling himself William Shakespeare has written dozens of plays and sonnets. Ever since, the lives of countless innocent high school and college students have been ruined by the hideous torments of tests, essays, and forced memorization. However, attempts to make Shakespeare, alias "the Bard," pay for his crimes against students have thus far failed because the real identity of the writer remains in doubt. Who was the criminal mastermind who plotted all those plays? Was it really William Shakespeare, the son of a debt-ridden Stratford glovemaker? Or was it more likely Francis Bacon, Ben Jonson, or Edward de Vere (the 17th Earl of Oxford)? Or were the plays written by Fulke Greville, Sir Thomas North, Sir Walter Ralegh, Sir Anthony Sherley, Anthony Bacon, Robert Cecil, William Stanley, Christopher Marlowe, or King James himself? Is there someone else you think deserves investigation? 

To determine if there is probable cause to indict one of these suspects and make him pay for the suffering he has caused, we intend to create information that can be used in a verbal debate in class to prove – finally – who was the true William Shakespeare.

Process today:  seek and gather information to use as proof of your opinion on Shakespeare versus another individual accused of writing his plays as “The Author”.

· Task  Create a chart of proofs that Shakespeare versus TWO of the above-mentioned “posers” wrote Shakespeare’s plays.  You should gather about five or more proofs and evidences in favor of your choices, against and perhaps for Shakespeare himself.

· Sites to use as a springboard for your gathering of proof:

· http://42explore.com/shakspear.htm  [links]

· http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shakespeare/debates/mtrial.html  Do use this site.  When you get to this site, definitely read the judges decisions!!!!   You can move to previous pages for more information, articles, and more.

· The many different signatures of William Shakespeare:  [This guy is harsh!]  http://home.att.net/~tleary/sigs.htm
· What Mark Twain wrote about it [much kinder]:  http://users.telerama.com/~joseph/shake.html
· You are always welcome to do a web search.  Try “Did Shakespeare write his plays?”  or “Shakespeare authorship”.  Other terms will work as well.

PART THREE:

· Do a web search to find the answer to the following questions.  Answer in sentences:

1. What is a sonnet?

2. What is the rhyme scheme [pattern of rhyme] in a Shakespearean sonnet?

3. Paraphrase a sonnet from the following URL

· http://www.sonnets.org/shakespeare.htm
4. Choose a favorite sonnet from the URL above, and describe what about the sonnet appeals to you

5. What language makes either sonnet [from #4 or 5 difficult to understand?]

6. Write a sonnet for next week.  You’ll get a handout with instructions on how to do this homework.

PART FOUR:
Starting Point:  “A Day in the Life…”   What was daily life like for Shakespeare and his pals?  URL:  http://cte.jhu.edu/techacademy/web/2000/hebert/
· Read the Introduction, Task, and Process sections.  Note our product will be written later.  We are doing several WebQuests today!  Gather notes and write one of the following later as homework [length: 1 and ½ pages].  Our products give you creative choice, so you are not limited to the diary suggested.

· Additional source for information [links]: URL:  http://42explore.com/shakspear.htm
· This site has it all, anything you can’t find elsewhere – you’ll find here:  URL:  http://renaissance.dm.net/sites.html
· Choice One: Use the resources available to create one diary entry of a Renaissance persona you invent and name.  

· Choice Two:  Invent and name several characters and write a short story.  

· Choice Three:  Write a play [in proper dramatic format as you see in Shakespeare’s text] that features several characters

· Notes:

· For any of the choices, establish setting [where and when]

· If you are writing the short story or play, remember that interesting fiction is centered around some sort of conflict!

· Get your language right.  Here’s a site that provides exactly how to speak “Renaissance.”  Use it.  You’ll even find a link that tells you how to use Shakespearean insults:

http://www.renfaire.com/Language/index.html
· Use the facts you gathered.  Have fun!

· Take notes today, thorough notes, and print them.  If you have a disc or a flash drive, that’s a better option [to save trees].  Your diary or short story will be due next week.

PART FIVE: AN INTERNET RALLY (RACE) Explore how art reflects William Shakespeare’s presence there to this day. (adapted from Greg Tuttle’s page)

Taking Notes: Describe each in a sentence, including the name of the artifact, the artist, its location and the date of its origin. 

1. The Shakespeare Monument and Window: Southwark Cathedral

a. www.dswark.org/cathedral/
b. click Explore on left side

c. click Tour

d. scroll down and click on Shakespeare Memorial

e. read text, enlarge picture, do same for Wanamaker Memorial

2. The Holloway Pages: Shakespeare Page: Image Gallery

     www.thehollowaypages.com/Shakespeareimages.htm

a. Bust @ Trinity church
f. The Chandos Portrait


b. Droeshout Portrait

g. The Hilliard Portrait


c. The Marshall Portrait
h. The Soest Portrait


d. The Faithorne Picture
i.  The Sanders Portrait


e. The Flower Portrait

j. Joseph Fiennes in S. in Love

3. The Ashbourne Portrait

a. www.shakespeare-oxford.com/ashbour2.htm
4. The Fontana Sculpture at Leicester Square

    http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leicester_Square  (underscore b/t r & S)

a. Click on image on right side of page

5. The Roubiliac Bust at the British Museum

a. www.statue.com/Shakespeare-bust.html
b. scroll down to Shakespeare busts

i. 12” & 16” Italian bust

ii. 13.5” Bronze bust (C. Pardell)

iii. 8” Marble bust  (A. Giannelli)

c. type Shakespeare in Search Box

i. Shakespeare Pewter Pin (G. Carruth)

ii. Shakespeare Standing

6. Sundry pictures and statues

a. www.william-shakespeare.info/william-shakespeare-pictures.htm
i. look at the Stratford Portrait

b. scroll down to the Memorials/Statues…Westminster Abbey ent.

i. look @ picture on top right of page (which one is it?)

ii. look down page at the Stratford Memorial Bust

iii. The Dugdale Sketch

iv. Westminster Abbey Statue

v. Gower Memorial in Stratford

vi. The NY Central Park Statue

7. The Park St. plaque at the original Globe

    www.wpi.edu/Academics/Depts/HUA/TT/Globe/slide21.html
                                                                                    /slide22   also

8. Scottish Shakespeare

a. www.scottishbordercrafts.co.uk/statues.htm
b. scroll down to Shakespeare bust

9. Canadian Shakespeare

a. www.seestanleypark.com/statplaq/page9cstat&plaq.htm
b. scroll down and enlarge pictures 49 & 50

10. The Batman and Robin Shakespeare

a. www.tvacres.com/statues_batman.htm
HUZZAH!  [That’s Renaissance talk] You did it!!!  If you’re viewing this document from the Shay’s Stuff folder, scroll down…


A director uses illustrations to show how he will block [give actors directions on how to move] a play in an Elizabethan outdoor theatre like The Globe:

[image: image1.jpg]



Below, the same director uses a cutaway drawing to imagine the staging:

[image: image2.jpg]



Here is a good cross-section of The Globe by an artist:
[image: image3.wmf] 
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‘This modem speculstive drawing by C. Walter Hodges indicates what the Globe.
probably looked like afer ts reconstruction in 1614, The original building burned to
the grounc on June 1, 1613, during a pecformance of Shakespeare's Henry V1T when
‘cannons sct off during the play ignited the thatched roof, The event is ecorded in a.
letter from Sir Heney Wotton dated July 2, térs.
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