Reading Project List

Miss Heim – 8th Grade ELA
Purpose:  To document that a student has read and understood the central concepts of a book, such as: characters, setting, theme, plot, tone and mood.  Note:  Books must be chapter books and written/read on the student’s reading level.



1st Quarter

2nd Quarter

    3rd Quarter

  4th Quarter
Due Dates:  Book 1:  09/2/10          Book 3:  12/7/10      

Book 4: 01/25/11
Book 6: 03/29/11

                    Book 2:  10/26/10      



Book 5: 02/22/11
Book 7: 04/26/11 

***Late projects will have 10 points deducted off the final grade for each day it is late***

Project Guidelines:

a. Projects CANNOT be completed on a book that has been read in any class this year or a previous year.

b. Projects CANNOT be completed on a book that has been made into a movie, cartoon, etc.

Not following a or b will result in a zero for the project!

c. Projects must be neat and easy to read.  Projects do NOT have to be typed.

d. Students must be careful to avoid plagiarism (copying someone else’s words without giving the author credit).

e. Projects will count as a project/test grade and will be graded as follows:

25 points - neat and readable

25 points – grammar and spelling

25 points – followed project directions

25 points – provided information that showed that the student read and understood the book
**All projects and dates are subject to change and/or cancelation. Students will be notified if this happens**

Book 1.   Choose a character you liked and then create sentences based on the alphabet that demonstrate your knowledge of the character and story.   For example:  A is for the apple pie that Little Red Riding Hood took to grandma’s house.  B is for the big bad wolf that ate Little Red Riding Hood.  You MUST use ALL of the letters of the alphabet. You MUST explain why after the word, see examples.

Book 2.  Create a 20-word vocabulary test, with an answer key, for the novel. Think of twenty words that are important to the story and understanding the book. Write a one-page explanation of your word choices.

Book 3.  Create a paper quilt depicting 6 symbols from the book.  In the center write the title and author of the book.  Write a one paragraph explanation of each symbol, it’s meaning, why you included it, and why it’s important to the book.

Book 4.  Write a 20-question short answer test, with an answer key, about the book.  Include setting, characters, theme and plot in your test. Think Marzano’s like we work on in class.

Book 5.  Travel brochure. On the front flap write the title and name of the author. Also, write the name of the place your traveling to from the book (setting). Illustrate the front flap with 1 or 2 attractions from this place. Add a sentence or two to entice a traveler to read your brochure. Inside-include as many attractions as you can. Write reasons travelers would want to visit each attraction. Back-write a few paragraphs to provide any additional information that might persuade travelers to visit. Also explain interesting events from the book that took place in this setting. At the bottom, write “For additional information on (name of place) contact (your name).

Book 6.  Pretend to interview the main character of your book for the Salisbury Post.  Generate a list of at least 5 thoughtful questions and then answer them from the character’s point of view.  The first paragraph should describe the character of the story. Include the character’s age, hometown, occupation, hobbies, personality traits, etc.  It should look like and be written like an article.

Book 7. Create a presidential poster (does not have to be on poster board) for the main character/person of your book.  Poster must include a title (____ for president), traits and qualities that make this character/person a good leader, information about the character’s/person’s background (such as family, education, hometown, etc.), leadership experiences (such as jobs, or other accomplishments), and a drawing or photograph or the character/person.

Adapted from:  “Fifty Alternatives to the Book Report” English Journal, pp. 92-95, January 1998. “24 Ready-to-Go Genre Book Reports” Scholastic, pp. 1-96, 2002.
