Project Option1:
Local Government Meeting


Basic Synopsis:
You will need to attend a regularly scheduled public meeting of a local government body – examples would be the School Board, a City or Town Council, a board of Commissioners meeting.  You will need to present evidence of your attendance, in addition to providing answers to several short answer questions.

Step By Step Instructions:

1. Decide which government meeting you will attend.  

This could be any one of the following:
A.  County Commissioners
B.  Rowan-Salisbury Board of Education
C.  Town / City Council of the town you live in


2. Determine the meeting locations and times of the meetings.  

These are usually published online, or you could call the appropriate office to find out.  Occasionally, the schedule is published in the Salisbury Post, especially if a special meeting is required to discuss some matter of importance.

3. Research Parliamentary Procedure
The meeting that you attend will likely follow some sort of “Parliamentary Procedure,” or simply, “Parli-pro.”  This is a set of rules that are supposed to ensure that meetings do not turn into all-out arguments.  By understanding how meetings are supposed to work under Parli-Pro, you will have a MUCH better time understanding what is going on.  To do this, look at the two hand-outs I’ve given you, as well as complete the worksheet BEFORE going to the meeting.


4. Arrange your own transportation, and attend the meeting. 
I strongly encourage you to attend this meeting with a parent or guardian.  This is an excellent opportunity for you and your parent to see your community in action.  Additionally, the issues discussed at these meetings can sometimes be difficult to understand, since they will sometimes use “legal-eze” that can be confusing at first.  A parent will help you follow what is going on.  If you cannot attend with a parent or guardian, then see if you can attend with a classmate, working on this same project.  DO NOT attend a meeting by yourself.  If you’ve done your best in this category, and will not be able to attend, then see Mr. Shock ASAP!!!


5. Obtain a copy of the agenda.
At most meetings, this will be provided to everyone in attendance.  You will need to turn this in when you are finished with your project, and you will also want to refer back to it before and after the meeting!


6. During the meeting, FOLLOW THE RULES!
Not only are you representing yourself, but your family and Southeast Middle School.  These meetings are conducting very important business, and above all they are not a place to be “horsing around.”  Listen and pay very close attention to what is going on.  Take notes – you’ll need to look back at them.  You will not need to write down every single word, but pay attention to the order in which business is conducted, the issues discussed, which members bring up what issues, etc. 

Sometimes, these meetings can go on for hours and hours, especially if a really important issue is being discussed.  If you and your parents cannot stay and you must leave, do so quietly and respectfully.  I do encourage you to stay for the entire meeting, but if you’ve been there for two hours and they’re only half way through the agenda, then  it will be okay to leave – just don’t cause a disruption.

If you feel really strongly about an issue, and you have the opportunity to voice your opinion, feel free to do so – but remember to be respectful to everyone in attendance.  Respect, and representing yourself and your school well is the name of the game!


7. Answer the questions
Included with these instructions is a series of short answer / essay questions that you will need to respond to.  Each of these questions will require a paragraph at the very least to answer, and are designed for you to reflect upon your experience at the meeting.


8. Turn it in!
Along with proof that you were there (the copy of the agenda will work nicely!), turn in your Parliamentary Procedure worksheet, and your reflection paper.  Once these three things are in, congratulations, you’re done!

WARNING: THERE ARE THREE PAGES NOT INCLUDED WITH THIS ONLINE VERSION OF THE INSTRUCTIONS!  YOU MUST OBTAIN THESE THREE PAGES DIRECTLY FROM MR SHOCK!!
Parliamentary Procedure
The Basics


Parliamentary procedure is a set of rules that are used to keep order during meetings.  Chains of events happen in a particular order, and are strictly followed.  By understanding the basics, you can keep track of what’s going on.  Using the resources I’ve provided you, answer the following questions.


1. Whenever a motion is introduced, someone (other than the chairperson, or the person making the motion) has to say something in order for the motion to go any further.  What is it?



2. After the motion has been made and accepted, what do the members do?  What could go very wrong during this important step?



3. Let’s say that the Chairperson calls for a voice vote.  Some of the people yell “aye!” really loud, and some of the people also say “nay!” The chair thinks the “aye’s” are the majority, but you’re in the nay’s.  What would be the right thing for you to yell out, even if it means interrupting the Chair?



4. After you call this out, can there be a debate about this, or must there be a vote by show of hands or ballot?  



5. The Chair makes a decision about something that goes against the rules of procedure.  What is the first thing you’re supposed to say?



6. The debate on an issue has been going on for quite a while.  People are starting to get frustrated, and its obvious that the issue will not be solved at this meeting.  As a member of the board, you just want to move on to the next thing.  What sort of motion do you make?



7. You have a new issue to bring up and discuss.  You have raised your hand, the Chair has recognized you, and you now have the floor.  What do you say to officially bring your issue to consideration (which means debate and eventually a vote)?


8. The board you’re on begins to discuss and debate an issue that it shouldn’t be discussing.  In order for you to get the board to stop, what kind of a majority must agree with you?  


Local Government Meeting
Short Answer Reflection


Instructions:
Answer each of the following questions in complete sentences.  Good answers to the questions will require at least one paragraph to answer.  These need to be answered on a separate sheet of paper, preferably typed.


1. After the opening procedures for the meeting, and the minutes of the previous meeting were accepted, what was the first issue to come up?  Was it brand new business, or was it old business that had carried over from last time?


2. Pay attention to how the board members act towards each other.  Do their emotions and body language suggest that they get along well with each other, or do their emotions and body language suggest that they are trying to be nice, but really have some problems?  How does this change depending on the issues that come up?  What other things (if any) can you tell from their emotions or body language?


3. Which issue(s) drew the most debate?  How heated did this debate become, and were most arguments in favor of, or against the issue?  What is your personal opinion on the issue?  If a vote was taken, or there was some other outcome, how do you feel about that outcome (i.e. do you agree with how the board voted?)


4. Sometimes, issues are moved through pretty quickly, with little or no debate and a unanimous decision by the board.  Were there any of these issues considered?  If so, do you think they should have been debated more? Why or why not?


5. Overall, what were your thoughts about the meeting, and the issues discussed in general?  Anything that made an impression on you (good or bad) should be mentioned here.

