Project Option 2:
Letter to the Editor


Basic Synopsis:
Choose a local issue of importance to you, and write a letter to the editor of the Salisbury Post – our local newspaper.

Step By Step Instructions:

1. Choose your issue.  
Your issue can be about most anything you want – so long as it focuses on an issue of importance to our community.  Examples COULD include school uniforms (popular topics recently in the paper) school EOG performance, immigration, the services and offerings that our community have for people your age, etc.  Issues that focus specifically on ONE place (our school, or your parents, or your church) should be avoided, but any idea COULD possibly work.

2. Bring your idea to Mr. Shock.  
After coming up with your idea, come talk to me and let me know what you have in mind.  I will offer suggestions and ideas as to how to improve your topic, or arguments you could use to help get your idea across. 


3. Research – If necessary
Depending on what your issue is, you might need to research some of the details.  For example, if you were writing a letter about the lack of support for the Kannapolis Intimidators in the Salisbury Post, you might want to mention how many times Intimidators games receive coverage on the front page of the Sports section.  That would require a bit of research on your part!


4. Write your letter (rough draft)
Write!  Your letter should be written in a “problem-solution” or “persuasive” format.  Use clear language – state the problem, why it’s a problem, and ideas on how to fix it.  One important thing to consider is how the “other side” would try to argue against your ideas.  Remember – there’s always two sides to an issue.  If you can block your opponent’s ideas, then your ideas look that much better!

Now… The tricky part.  The Salisbury Post asks that you keep your letter to 300 words or less.  As such, keep your letter to 300 words or less (250 will be the minimum). Believe it or not, when you start adding details and possible solutions, you will very quickly get WAY past 300 words.


5. Proof-read. 
Have an adult (parent, other teacher, mentor, etc) read your letter.  This is a rough draft. Ask them for their reaction to your letter.  You want the people of the community to respect your intelligence, and to recognize that you have good ideas – even if they do not agree with you 100%.  The first step in this is to get input from other people.  


6. Type it up
If you haven’t done so, type your paper.  Save the paper in some manner – on your computer account at school, on a disc, or on a flash drive.  In any case, we are wanting to submit your letter electronically to the paper, so it will need to be typed.


7. Have Mr. Shock review your letter.
Give me a typed copy of your letter.  I will give a final review of your letter before we send it.  Do not be upset if I suggest you go back and make some more changes – just consider this to be another review of your rough draft.  Besides… Like I stated above, I want the people of the community to respect your ideas and the best way to do that is to make your letter sound as intelligent as possible (which means no spelling and grammar mistakes and good writing efforts!)


8. Submit your letter to the Salisbury Post.
Visit the Salisbury Post website http://www.salisburypost.com.  Under the “Index” link near the upper-right hand corner of the page, there will be a link titled “Letters to the Editor.”  There, you will find a form that you will need to fill out.  Each box will need to be completed, including the title.  The easiest thing to do will be to copy/paste your letter into the appropriate box.  Once you’ve finished, click “submit” that’s it! (this information current as of Aug. 2011 – The Post’s website could change! Ask for help if you are having trouble with this step!)


9. Wait for the letter to be printed
Usually, the letter will be printed within a few days.  If there was a problem with your letter, the Salisbury Post editors might e-mail you and ask you a question about your submission.  Answer them honestly.  If the letter doesn’t appear after a week or so, let Mr. Shock know.

Once your letter is printed, get a copy of the Salisbury Post and cut out the article.  You’ll want to include this when you turn in the reflection piece.  Feel proud! Your words and ideas are being read by people all over the county, and all over the world!


10. Wait for the “response”
The Salisbury Post prints most of the letters to the editor online, and it usually allows people to comment on these letters.  Sometimes, however, people will be inspired to respond with their own letter to the editor about your issue.  In either case, take a look to see how people are responding to your thoughts


11. Reflect
See the included page that lists four questions designed to see how you feel about your experience.

12. Turn it all in!
Provide a copy of your typed letter, along with a copy of the letter as it was printed in the Salisbury Post.  Additionally, you will need to turn in your answers to the reflection questions from above.  That’s it! You’re done!


Letter to the Editor
Short Answer Reflection


Instructions:
Answer each of the following questions in complete sentences.  Good answers to the questions will require at least one paragraph to answer.  These need to be answered on a separate sheet of paper, preferably typed.


1. How did it feel to have your ideas and words printed in a real newspaper?


2. How does it feel knowing your ideas and words are being seen by a lot of different people including people who could make your ideas and words become reality?


3. After submitting your letter, then having to wait a few days before seeing it again, were there any “second thoughts” you had about your own arguments and ideas?


4. If your letter received a response in the form of a letter from someone else, OR comments on the Salisbury Post Website, what are your opinions of the reply they made, and how does it feel to know that you obviously got people to start thinking and talking about your opinions?


