Project Option 4:
Community Service


Basic Synopsis:
You will need to perform 6 hours of community service with a local charitable / non-profit / government agency or care facility.

Step By Step Instructions:

1. Decide where you will perform your community service.  
First, think about the opportunities open to you, and the type of volunteering you would like to do.  Your volunteering will have to involve a charitable organization, a non-profit group, government community service agency, church, or some sort of care facility.  YOU CANNOT “volunteer” at a for-profit business (a store, a barber shop, etc) or within your own family (babysitting your cousin).  If you are in doubt, or need ideas, please contact Mr. Shock right away.
2. Contact the group you will be volunteering with.  
I (Mr. Shock) can help you out with this to some extent, but you will likely have to contact the agency you will be volunteering yourself.  

When speaking to someone in charge, explain that you are a middle school student and are working on community service hours.  Make sure you are courteous and respectful.  In many ways, this could be a job interview!  They may have several questions for you – answer honestly.  If they ask you what middle school you’re from, or for my name, give it to them.  They may have questions for me, and they can contact me at the school: 704-638-5561 ext 145, or shockea@rss.k12.nc.us

Make sure you get the name of this person, and ask if you will need to report to them, or who you will need to see.  Also, make arrangements for a particular date and time.

3. Arrange your own transportation
This is a very crucial step… In fact, you might need to bump this in front of step 2!  You will, of course, need a parent or guardian to take you to your volunteering job site.  Also, make sure your ride knows when to pick you up again.  Do not depend on other volunteers or the staff to assist you.  Take responsibility!


4. Work! 
Show up on-time, ready and willing to work.  Report IMMEDIATLEY to the person you are supposed to (your supervisor) and ask them what they want you to do.  If they assign you a task, do your best work – even if you aren’t enjoying it.  In many ways, you could think of this as a professional job.  There’s things we don’t like, and we don’t always think we get paid enough, but we have to give our best attitude and do a good job.  Remember that you are representing Southeast Middle School, so wearing your school uniform might not be a bad idea.  
**Oh… One last thing… Since you’re volunteering, you cannot get paid for your time or the work you do.  Sorry!


5. Collect a signature.
Fill out your top half first, then politely ask your supervisor for their signature.  Do not interrupt them, or be rude.  Fill out your top half honestly, and allow them to fill out the bottom half.  A good trick is to ask them to fill in the hours.  Once in a while, a supervisor might give you an extra hour or so if you’ve been working really hard!  This is a bonus, however, so don’t ask for it!


6. If necessary, repeat steps 1 – 5 until you’ve finished your six hours.
You might not be able to complete all 6 hours worth of work in one shift.  If so, see me (Mr. Shock) for another verification form or two – I’ve got plenty – and repeat the earlier steps until you have all of your hours!


7. Answer the questions
Included with these instructions is a series of short answer / essay questions that you will need to respond to.  Each of these questions will require a paragraph at the very least to answer, and are designed for you to reflect upon your experience as a volunteer. 


8. Turn it in!
That’s it! You’re done!  All you will need to turn in is the proof of your hours, as well as your answers to the reflection questions.


Community Service
Short Answer Reflection


Instructions:
Answer each of the following questions in complete sentences.  Good answers to the questions will require at least one paragraph to answer.  These need to be answered on a separate sheet of paper, preferably typed.


1. What were your experiences with your community service hours?  What kind of work did you do?


2. Do you think that the hours you spent were of real value to the community?  What would of happened had you not performed this service? (No, you can’t say “someone else woulda done it.”)


3. If given the opportunity, would you be willing to do this same sort of volunteer work again?  Why or why not?


4. Overall, what were your thoughts about this volunteering experience in general?  Anything that made an impression on you (good or bad) should be mentioned here.

Community Service

Verification Form

I, ______________________ completed ________ hours of community service at:

__________________________________________________

During my time, I did the work described below:

Signature: ___________________________________ Date: __________________


Supervisor Verification

I attest that the student named above completed _______ hours of volunteer work to the benefit of my organization and the local community.  The description of the work he/she performed is accurate to the best of my knowledge.

Signature of supervisor: ______________________________

Title: ______________

Date: _______________

A note to the supervisor:

Thank you for allowing my student to volunteer with your organization.  It is my hope that through community service, my students can take an active interest in the community in which they live.  The opportunity you have provided them has allowed them to nurture this interest.  If you have any questions, or if I can be of any further service, please do not hesitate to contact me (see below).

Thank you once again!

Mr. Eric Shock
Southeast Middle School
shockea@rss.k12.nc.us
8th Grade Social Studies – Pirates Team
704-638-5561 ext 145

