Project Option 5:
Supreme Court Case

Basic Synopsis:
Research a landmark (very important) case that was ruled on by the Supreme Court, and create a presentation display for class.

Step By Step Instructions:

1. Choose your case. 
During the course of the history of our country, the United States Supreme Court has made a number of decisions that have impacted our daily lives.  Some of these cases are obscure, unless you are an expert in a particular field.  Others have worked their way into our daily vocabulary.  If you don’t already know a case you want to research, there are several found in the old textbook, Call to Freedom.  Talk to Mr. Shock and he can let you borrow a copy of that book.

2. Do the basic research.  
Assuming you have chosen a case listed in Call to Freedom, you can do lots of your basic research right there.  The general overview of the case, how the court ruled, why they decided that way, and how the case has impacted us.  Of course, you will need to do some further research, but this is a great resource.  If you’ve chosen a case outside of the book (i.e. Roe V. Wade,) then you will need to consult the outside source you used to find the case.


3. Do some more research
Use the attached questions / objectives to find out more about your case.  You must use a MINIMUM of three resources to complete this project.  Only one can be a textbook. I strongly suggest you visit the Rowan County Library.  Additionally, the Southeast Media Center has a number of really excellent books about various Supreme Court cases.  These would be a PERFECT resource!  

4. Make Your Works Cited Page – While doing research!
This step is easiest to do while you’re researching, as it will save you time later on.  Refer to the instruction sheet for doing the Works Cited page that I’ve included.  FOLLOW ALL DIRECTIONS ON THAT SHEET!!! 

5. Display: Format
Your display will be a standard sized poster OR presentation board (tri-fold, available at Office Depot, Staples, etc) filled with information about your battle.  See the included sheet for more information about the poster

6. Put it together!
Fill up the presentation board with your material, and bring it to class.  You will also need to turn in your Works Cited page.

7. That’s it! You’re done!

Supreme Court Case
Poster Requirements

Instructions:
Using either a standard size poster board or a presentation board, you will need to construct a display about the case you chose.  The following items will need to be included on your display.  Additionally, very little empty space should be seen.  Fill it up!  Also, creativity is a good way to earn extra credit! 

1. Title

· This would include the case, and your name.

2. The “Blurb”

· This is a one paragraph essay explaining just the background of the case.

3. Who the Supreme Court Justices were and how they voted.

4. And explanation of what parts of the Constitution this case affected, or what parts of the law this case affected.

5. Pictures.

· Pictures of people involved (if available) or subjects related to the case (keep it tasteful)

· Creativity is key

· Include captions to photos to help observers understand what they’re seeing, and why it was included.

· You should ALSO include pictures of things related to your subject (example: your subject was president, so you include a picture of the White House)

6. A “Works Cited” page that gives a listing of resources your used

· Books and articles you’ve read, and all of the places you used to obtain your information should be mentioned! Give credit where its due!

7. Timeline of the history of the case

· This should be SELF MADE – NOT printed out from someone’s website!

8. An explanation of why you chose THAT particular case.

9. Other items of interest?

· Remember… Be creative and use all of the space.  Include other bits of information that will help identify your case as an important event in the history of our country.  

Works Cited Page
Basic Information

Foreword:
This sheet will guide you through the process of making a Works Cited Page, which needs to be included with your project.  IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT YOU FOLLOW THESE DIRECTIONS!!!

General Guidelines:
As you research, do all of the following steps for EVERY source you use – from books to pictures on the Internet.  To make life easiest, DO THESE STEPS WHILE YOU ARE RESEARCHING!!! This will save you time and headache, since you won’t have to go back and reconstruct what you’ve done.

This website does an excellent job of walking you through the process, AS LONG AS you have the information you need!


1. Visit the following website: http://www.openc.k12.or.us/citeintro/citeintro.php?Grd=Sec
You will be using this website to construct your Works Cited page.

2. On the left-hand side, choose the type of resource it is, and fill out the form in the center of the page, giving all of the information you can find.
-  For books, look on the title page, or in the front part of the book. Especially for the city.
-  For websites, some information might be tough to locate, but the good thing is you can copy-paste the website address into the form. 
-  If you aren’t able to use the website while you’re researching, make sure you copy down all the information you will need!  This website does a great job of walking you through it!

3. As you need to, save or copy-paste the information into a word processing document.

4. Once you’re done researching, and have all of your sources included, organize it in alphabetical order.

5. Print it out, and include it with your project!!!

Important Information:

** If you do not wish to use this particular website, there are a number of others available.  Do a search for “Citation Machine” on the internet.

** Failure to include a properly formatted Works Cited page with your project will result in a minimum 20% reduction in grade!

** If you have any questions or problems, please see Mr. Shock right away!!!

** The key to a proper Works Cited is to get all the required information together as you do your work! If you wait until the entire project is done, then you have to go back and practically do all your research over again, just to figure out where you got it all from!!!

