Project Option 6:
Public Service Announcement

Basic Synopsis:
You will need to choose an issue of importance to the community, research the issue, and write a skit, TV commercial, or song and perform.

Step By Step Instructions:

1. Choose an issue.  
There are a number of issues in the community that people need to be made aware of.  Some are easy – such as drunk driving, drug use, teen smoking, or protection from diseases such as HIV or MRSA.  With this being an election year, a GET OUT THE VOTE message would be an excellent idea.  Regardless of the issue you choose, make sure you are choosing an issue of LOCAL importance.

2. Do some research.  
In order to present an informative Public Service Announcement (PSA) about an issue, you need to know several things… Most importantly, what are the basics of the issue? This would include the problem, statistics about the problem, and solutions to the problem.  For example, if you were making a PSA about teen smoking, you might need to know what age people normally begin smoking, the effects of smoking, and what people could do to quit.  Use the research template to help plan this part. You will also need to complete your Works Cited page at this time.  You will need to turn all of this in with your project.

3. Decide what needs to be presented
After researching the basics of your issue, you need to decide, what sort of information do people need to be aware of and, what can people do to help solve the problem?  For example, what do people need to know to be more aware of teen smoking?  Also, what sort of things can they do to help cut down on teen smoking?  Use the research template to help plan this part. You will need to turn it in with your project.

4. Plan out your PSA! 
You’ve got three choices for presenting this to the class: You can write and perform a skit, produce a TV commercial, or  write and perform a song.  Start off by writing a script or a story board. If you’re doing a skit, you especially need to write a script, since this is part of what you’ll be turning in.  If you’re producing a video, a storyboard would be an acceptable substitution for the script (a story board is a series of drawings that sketch out what will be seen on the screen)

5. Present!
Ahead of time, arrange with Mr. Shock when you would like to present your skit to the class, or allow them to see your video.  We will then show your skit in class, or on the TV.  Turn in your script and/or storyboard, the research template, as well as a copy of your video (if appropriate).  That’s it! You’re done!

Public Service Announcement
Research Template

Instructions:
Use the following page to help research your issue.  Fill out each line / box as directed.

PSA Topic: __________________________________________

How is this topic of importance to SEMS / Rowan County / North Carolina?

	


What sort of resources  COULD I use  to find information about this topic (list at least 3)?

	1.


2.


3.



***REMEMBER: When you do your research, you will need to supply a Works Cited page (see the Works Cited Page sheet)

What sort of information do I need to present?

	


Who is going to be my audience? (It doesn't have to be your fellow students. It can be adults or little kids, or a general audience in Rowan Co..)

____________________________________

(continued)

What sort of message do I want my PSA to give (which side of the issue / or message I want to send)?

	


How am I going to present this information?  (circle one)    SKIT    COMMERCIAL    SONG

What sort of resources will I need in order to create my project?

	


CREATE YOUR WORKS CITED PAGE WHILE YOU DO YOUR RESEARCH.  REMEMBER THAT ANY INFORMATION INCLUDED IN YOUR PRESENTATION (Skit/Commercial/Song) MUST BE BACKED UP BY YOUR WORKS CITED!!!

Have I finished my Works Cited Page Properly?  _________ 







(check when finished)

Works Cited Page
Basic Information

Foreword:
This sheet will guide you through the process of making a Works Cited Page, which needs to be included with your project.  IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT YOU FOLLOW THESE DIRECTIONS!!!

General Guidelines:
As you research, do all of the following steps for EVERY source you use – from books to pictures on the Internet.  To make life easiest, DO THESE STEPS WHILE YOU ARE RESEARCHING!!! This will save you time and headache, since you won’t have to go back and reconstruct what you’ve done.

This website does an excellent job of walking you through the process, AS LONG AS you have the information you need!


1. Visit the following website: http://www.openc.k12.or.us/citeintro/citeintro.php?Grd=Sec
You will be using this website to construct your Works Cited page.

2. On the left-hand side, choose the type of resource it is, and fill out the form in the center of the page, giving all of the information you can find.
-  For books, look on the title page, or in the front part of the book. Especially for the city.
-  For websites, some information might be tough to locate, but the good thing is you can copy-paste the website address into the form. 
-  If you aren’t able to use the website while you’re researching, make sure you copy down all the information you will need!  This website does a great job of walking you through it!

3. As you need to, save or copy-paste the information into a word processing document.

4. Once you’re done researching, and have all of your sources included, organize it in alphabetical order.

5. Print it out, and include it with your project!!!

Important Information:

** If you do not wish to use this particular website, there are a number of others available.  Do a search for “Citation Machine” on the internet.

** Failure to include a properly formatted Works Cited page with your project will result in a minimum 20% reduction in grade!

** If you have any questions or problems, please see Mr. Shock right away!!!

** The key to a proper Works Cited is to get all the required information together as you do your work! If you wait until the entire project is done, then you have to go back and practically do all your research over again, just to figure out where you got it all from!!!

Public Service Announcement
Storyboard Template
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