Project Option 8:
Biography

Basic Synopsis:
You will need to research the life of a person important to the history and development of the United States, North Carolina, OR Rowan County, and present your findings to the class.

Step By Step Instructions:

1. Choose your subject.  
There are dozens if not hundreds of people who have made an important impact on the history and development of our country.  In this project, you need to choose an American of historical importance, and not someone who is an entertainer, athlete, or celebrity.  The subject could have importance for Rowan County, North Carolina, or the United States.  Better still, if that person could fall into all three categories, that would be even better!  Once you have chosen a person, you will need to get approval from Mr. Shock.

2. Begin Researching.  
The first step in researching your subject will be to obtain and read a biography of that person.  The library will be your best source.  If you’re unable to find a biography, then the best alternative step would be to jump on to your next step in researching.  For this, you’ll need to head to the library, or get online.
Ok… So what exactly should you look for?  Well, there is a sheet included that will help you find just that.

3. Record your sources
You will need to find a minimum of THREE sources of information about your person.  For every three resources you use, only ONE of your sources can be on the Internet.  If you could not find a biography in the library, then two of your sources can be Internet-based.  Your sources could be any reputable sources available: web sites, books, magazine / news articles, or encyclopedias.  In any event, you will need to make note of what information you obtain from which sources.  

4. Make Your Works Cited Page – While doing research!
This step is easiest to do while you’re researching, as it will save you time later on.  Refer to the instruction sheet for doing the Works Cited page that I’ve included.  FOLLOW ALL DIRECTIONS ON THAT SHEET!!!. 

5. Make a decision…
Now that you’ve done all of your research, you have an important decision to make.  What, exactly, will your final product look like? Well… You have two options to choose from.  The first is a dress-up presentation to the class.  The second option is a display presentation.  If you choose the dress-up option, go on to step six.  If you want to simply create a display, skip to step 9.  

6. Presentation (pt 1): Costume
Look at pictures of your subject.  What did they look like? What sort of clothes do/did they wear? Put together a costume so you look like them!

7. Presentation (pt 2): Script it out
Using the questions included with this packet, you will make a presentation to the class in which you pretend to be your subject, and tell the class about your life.

8. Presentation (pt. 3): Present
You will need to arrange a day to present at least 3 days ahead of time with Mr. Shock (so I can make sure you get into my lesson plans!).  Then, you will have about 5 minutes to get up in front of class, and tell them about yourself (as your subject).  You will also need to turn in your Works-Cited page (skip to step 11)

9. Display (pt. 1): Format
Your display will be a standard sized poster OR presentation board (tri-fold, available at Office Depot, Staples, etc) filled with information about your subject.  See the included sheet for more information about the poster

10. Display (pt. 2): Put it together!
Fill up the presentation board with your material, and bring it to class.  You will also need to turn in your Works Cited page.

11. That’s it! You’re done!


Works Cited Page
Basic Information

Foreword:
This sheet will guide you through the process of making a Works Cited Page, which needs to be included with your project.  IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT YOU FOLLOW THESE DIRECTIONS!!!

General Guidelines:
As you research, do all of the following steps for EVERY source you use – from books to pictures on the Internet.  To make life easiest, DO THESE STEPS WHILE YOU ARE RESEARCHING!!! This will save you time and headache, since you won’t have to go back and reconstruct what you’ve done.

This website does an excellent job of walking you through the process, AS LONG AS you have the information you need!


1. Visit the following website: http://www.openc.k12.or.us/citeintro/citeintro.php?Grd=Sec
You will be using this website to construct your Works Cited page.

2. On the left-hand side, choose the type of resource it is, and fill out the form in the center of the page, giving all of the information you can find.
-  For books, look on the title page, or in the front part of the book. Especially for the city.
-  For websites, some information might be tough to locate, but the good thing is you can copy-paste the website address into the form. 
-  If you aren’t able to use the website while you’re researching, make sure you copy down all the information you will need!  This website does a great job of walking you through it!

3. As you need to, save or copy-paste the information into a word processing document.

4. Once you’re done researching, and have all of your sources included, organize it in alphabetical order.

5. Print it out, and include it with your project!!!

Important Information:

** If you do not wish to use this particular website, there are a number of others available.  Do a search for “Citation Machine” on the internet.

** Failure to include a properly formatted Works Cited page with your project will result in a minimum 20% reduction in grade!

** If you have any questions or problems, please see Mr. Shock right away!!!

** The key to a proper Works Cited is to get all the required information together as you do your work! If you wait until the entire project is done, then you have to go back and practically do all your research over again, just to figure out where you got it all from!!!

Biography 

Research Information


While doing your research, you will need to answer the following questions as completely as possible.

1.  When and where was your subject born?  If they are dead, when and how did they die?



2.  What was your subject’s childhood like?
(Think of his/her family, what his/her parents did, events that happened while he/she was growing up that may have affected what type of person they became, etc)



3.  What sort of education did your subject receive?
(Think of school, college, special training, life experiences that provided training)



4.  What were the major events in your subject’s life outside of their effect on history?
(Think marriages, children, jobs they had, and the causes that drove them to become who they became)



5.  What impact did your subject have on history – and was it more national, state-wide, or local?
(What did they do that made them famous?  Why did they do it? What are any lasting effects of their contributions?)



6.  What factors beyond your subject’s control had an effect on their impact on history?
(if any?)



7.  What sort of obstacles did your subject have to overcome?
(Examples: racism, discrimination, disabilities, failures at other jobs)



8.  Was your person successful, or do you think they would have made different decisions if given the chance?
(Not all historical figures are proud of their accomplishments – some may have seen themselves as failures, or died poor)



9.  What qualities about this person do you admire the most?

Biography
Poster Requirements

Instructions:
Using either a standard size poster board or a presentation board, you will need to construct a display about the historic figure you chose.  The following items will need to be included on your display.  Additionally, very little empty space should be seen.  Fill it up!  Also, creativity is a good way to earn extra credit!

1. Title

· This would include the name of the person, and your name.

2. Pictures.

· Depending on the person, there could be few or many pictures available of the subject. 

· Creativity is key – some people have used pictures of actors in the role of the person

· Include captions to photos to help observers understand what they’re seeing, and why it was included.

· You should ALSO include pictures of things related to your subject (example: your subject was president, so you include a picture of the White House)

3. Answers to the questions included with the packet

· These can be in any format of your choosing – be creative!

· If you happen to get a question that “Does not apply” is your answer, you are allowed to skip that question, but please include a note on the BACK of your poster letting me know this.

4. A “works cited” page that gives a listing of resources your used

· Books and articles you’ve read, and all of the places you used to obtain your information should be mentioned! Give credit where its due!

5. Timeline of your subjects life

· This should be SELF MADE – NOT printed out from someone’s website!

6. An explanation of why you chose THAT particular person.

7. Other items of interest?

· Remember… Be creative and use all of the space.  Include other bits of information that will help identify your person as an important individual in the history of our community.  Ideas COULD include:

· Maps

· Other souvenirs / artifacts 

· ANYTHING else that relates to your person, and makes your poster come alive, stand out, and get people interested in learning about that person!


