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Introduction:
This year, instead of giving you a specific project each quarter, you will be given the opportunity to choose your own project.  Each of these projects will follow in the theme of civics – either taking an active part in your community, or giving back.

The Rules:
During the course of this school year, you will be expected to complete a total of FOUR projects – one for each quarter.

· You can complete and turn in your project at any time BEFORE the last day of the quarter.

· Before starting on any project, you will need to let Mr. Shock know to obtain the detailed instructions and any necessary approval.  Come prepared with your ideas and be ready to make a commitment to the project.

· You can do each project option only ONCE.  

· Each project will be completed by yourself.  No partners or groups.

· Most of the project will need to be completed on your own time outside of school.  Class time will be limited to non-existent.  Mr. Shock will be available for assistance and guidance on an individual basis.  (It’s about being able to work independently!!!)

· Each project will be graded by its own set of standards.

· Each project will count as a test grade.

Project Descriptions:
The following are the project options that you will have.  They include a basic description to help you decide which project will be right for you.  There are a total of 10 pre-designed projects for you to choose from.  Sometimes, however, an opportunity presents itself for a possible project not listed here.  For example, your family could be visiting Washington DC.  You might have the chance to work for a campaign event.  IF a possible “create your own project” opportunity presents itself, come and talk with me and we can make it into a project! 

1. Local Government Meeting – 
You will need to attend a regularly scheduled meeting of a local government body (School Board, County Commissioners, City Council, etc).  You will complete a packet of worksheets, provide evidence of your attendance, and answer reflective essay questions.


2. Letter to the Editor –

For this project, you will choose a local issue that is important to you, research the issue, and write a letter to the Salisbury Post in a problem-solution or persuasive manner.  The rough draft will be proofread, edited, then submitted for publishing.  Finally, you will answer reflective essay questions about the experience.


3. Letter to Congress –
You will select one of your representatives (either state or federal), and write a persuasive or problem-solution letter to them regarding an issue you have a strong opinion about.  After receiving their reply, you will answer a set of reflective essay questions


4. Community Service –
You will perform at least 6 hours of community service in some capacity.  You will obtain and present evidence that you have given of yourself, and answer reflective questions based on your experiences.


5. Supreme Court Case –
You will choose an important case that the Supreme Court has issued a “landmark” decision on.  You will research the background history of the case, how and why the judges made their decision, and the lasting effects of their decision.  You will then present this information in a display poster.


6. Public Service Announcement –
Choose an important issue facing us today, research it, and create a skit, TV commercial, or song that either raises awareness about the issue, or offers a solution.  Finally, you will need to present this to the class.


7. Famous Battle –
If you choose this project, you will research the history of an important battle in US history, and prepare a presentation display.


8. Biography –
You will choose an important figure from local, state, or US history.  You will research their life and legacy, and give a presentation to the class about your chosen subject.


9. Community Leader Interview –
You will write a series of interview questions and then sit down with a leader of our community, and conduct a face-to-face interview with him/her.  You will then report back to the class what you discussed with your subject, and reflect on your experience.


10. Local Landmark –
Rowan County has a rich history.  For this project, you will choose a historical landmark within Rowan County.  You will research its importance to our community (or even the state or country as a whole).  Most importantly, you will visit the landmark, and bring back evidence of your visit.  You will then present your findings to the class.


