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What is this class?

For the past few years, you have been studying the rest of the world.  Finally, we get to take a look at home… Not just the United States, but North Carolina.  This is the year in which you will be taking a long look at our nation, our state, and even our community.

Why is this stuff important?

The curriculum for this year involves your HOME.  How did it come to be?  How do you affect it, and how does it affect you?  Some of the things that will be studied this year include those people and groups that affect everything from what school you go to, what you study in school, the taxes you and your parents pay, and the people who have the power to decide if you get to drive, vote, or drink before the ages of 16, 18, and 21, respectively.

What are the rules?

My classroom rules will be the same as the Pirates team expectations.  This is your LAST year before you reach the “blackboard jungle” that is high school.  You’re the oldest and most experienced students in this school.  As such, I expect a higher level of maturity, discipline, and responsibility out of you.  

“Common sense” rules of courtesy, respect, maturity and responsibility will be enforced.  Although these rules may not be written down, common sense dictates that you should know these by now, and I should not have to remind you of them.  By now, raising your hand and being recognized before speaking, raising your hand to get out of your seat, and using the restroom at more appropriate times (not in the middle of class) are things you should know to do without being reminded.

I was absent… What did I miss?

It is YOUR responsibility to come to me, or another classmate, to obtain any make-up work from being absent.  This includes any and all notes taken in class, sections of the text books read, and assignments.  There is a hanging folder with extra work sheets and study guides, and I post the assignments on the board near the door.  You may also look on EDU2.0 to find information as to what has been happening in class.

What do I need for class?

There are certain things you will bring to class every single day.  I call this the “usual stuff.”  Please display a little glimmer of intelligence by never asking me if you need to bring these items:

Social Studies Binder
Black or Blue Pen / #2 Pencil
Paper 
Agenda / Planner

You should check the board outside my door in the morning or during locker breaks to see if there is anything written on it.  Failure to bring required items to class on a daily basis will result in loss of participation points, Orca Points or other penalties such as silent lunch, etc.


How do grades work?

All of the work you do will be sorted into one of the following categories, and will be graded as follows:

· Homework (10%)

· Worth between 10 and 20 points

· Given in class or online (EDU2.0)

· Homework may be turned in electronically as well as in class

· Tests / Projects (25%)

· Tests will be over an entire unit, and will be out of 100 points

· Quarterly Project – Independent project due by end of quarter

· Unit tests will be announced at least one week in advance.

· Quizzes (40%)

· Given weekly each Friday, and will review concepts from that week.

· Certain classwork items will be counted as a quiz grade.

· Some quizzes may be given via EDU2.0

· Participation (25%)

· Grade given daily, with points lost for various infractions, including:

· Planner not signed (-1)

· No homework (-2)

· Behavior (-1 to - 4)

· Off task (-1 to - 3)

What are the Quarterly Projects?
You will have a project due each quarter.  This project will be chosen from a list, and will be completed independently.  This means that I will provide you with a set of detailed instructions, and limited assistance during the quarter.  You will receive more information on this later.

What about late work?

You will lose one letter grade per day a homework assignment is late.  Once an assignment is past a week late, it will be a zero, unless you have made special arrangements with me.  

Can I earn Extra Credit?

There will be occasional chances to earn extra credit.  It could be watching a movie, a TV show, a bonus question on a test, or even an extra project.  Simply put, anything I come up with to help you out could be extra credit.  However, DO NOT ASK ME for extra credit; ESPECIALLY if you already owe me a bunch of homework.


What textbook will we use?

We will be using the book, A Journey through North Carolina, published by Gibbs-Smith.  However, there are a limited number of copies so you will not have one to take home.  If you need a book at home to study, there are copies available online – or you can check one out from me on a first come, first serve basis. Here is the access information for the online book & some other resources:
Address: http://www.ncjourneys.com/ (click on the icon for the 8th grade book)
Student Username: shocksems
Student Password: shock

How can I get in touch with you?

There are several means of getting in touch with me outside of school.  You can reach me through the following means:

E-mail: shockea@rss.k12.nc.us
Website: http://new.schoolnotes.com/shockea
EDU2.0: http://sems.edu20.org/user/show/242502


Phone: 704-638-5561 ext 145

