Dear Parents and Students,

English I/Principles of Communication is a course designed to enable students to explore the ways that audience, purpose, and context shape oral communication, written communication, and media and technology.  While emphasis is placed on communication and purposes of personal expression, students also engage in meaningful literary purposes.  The curriculum will be differentiated to meet the needs of each class.  It also addresses the NC Standard Course of Study for English I.  

We will also be focusing on grammar daily throughout the semester using the grammar text:  Grammar and Language Workbook (grade 9) as well as various other grammar handouts.
Requirements:  3-ring binder, loose-leaf paper, pen (blue or black only), highlighter, pencils, 3x5 spiral-ruled colored index cards, and a flash drive (if possible).
Percentages:  

Daily grades (homework, class work, quizzes, & group work)
35%


Tests/Essays/Projects





40%


EOC Final Exam 





25%

School Grading Scale:  A=93-100   B=85-92   C=77-84   D=70-76   F=69 & below

Textbook:  Glencoe:   The Reader’s Choice

**The following units that we will study are tentative.  Changes may occur as the course progresses, and the order in which the material is taught may vary.
DRAMA

EOC PREPARATION MATERIALS (NC Coach, testlets, other materials) 
EPIC 

FICTION
GRAMMAR (daily)

NONFICTION 

NOVELS

POETRY 

Students, I look forward to having you in my classroom, and if you should ever need additional help with an assignment, I encourage you to see me before school begins or after school dismisses.  Parents, with your help and encouragement your son/daughter will be successful in English I.  If you need additional information, please feel free to call me here at Wilkes Central at 903-4815 between 8:00 and 9:30 or after 3:00.  You also may email me at smithm@wilkes.k12.nc.us.
Sincerely,

Michele Smith
