English II Syllabus, 2008-2009
Michele Smith


This class will prepare you for the English II State Writing Assessment in the spring.  We will study the English language through grammar and composition.  Also, we will use world literature as a springboard for writing.  
Grammar and Composition:

We will study grammar at least twice a week---sometimes more often.  I will be issuing a grammar workbook for each student that will be his/her property.  The student is expected to bring this workbook to class EVERY DAY!!!  A list of grammar concepts follows:

· The Sentence and Its Parts (subjects & verbs)

· Writing Complete Sentences (sentences & fragments)

· Using Verbs (tenses & irregular verbs)

· Using Modifiers (adjectives, adverbs, and comparisons)

· Using Prepositions, Conjunctions, & Interjections

· Making Subjects & Verbs Agree

· Capitalization

· Punctuation

· Spelling

· Writing Skills
Each student will have a writing portfolio to maintain.  We will be writing DAILY in some form.  If a student is absent, it is his/her responsibility to get daily writing assignments.
Novels and plays:
Night by Elie Wiesel

A Doll’s House by Henrik Ibsen

Oedipus the King by Sophocles

Antigone by Sophocles

A review of The Odyssey by Homer

Cyrano de Bergrac  by Edmond Rostand

There may be a novel or two not yet listed above.  Also, we will read several short stories, poems, and passages from your literature book.
List of Materials for class:

1 Hard-bound, 1’ (inch) binder –no other subject should be in it.

1 Set of tabbed page dividers

Loose leaf paper – I will not accept ragged edges!

      Pencil and pen (blue or black only) 
Highlighters 

Flash drive (if possible)

Grading Scale:
State Writing Test
25%

Quizzes, Classwork,


Homework, etc.
25%

Essays/Papers

25%

Final Exam


25%
Total



100%


Students, I look forward to having you in my class this year.  If you need help with an assignment, please see me before or after school.  Parents, if you need to contact me, please call 903-4815 between 8:00-9:30am, or after 3:00pm.  You also may email me at smithm@wilkes.k12.nc.us.
Thank you,

Michele Smith
