STANDARD FORMAT FOR LAB REPORT

TEAM 6B

PROBLEM:  This is where you write a scientific question.  What are you going to be testing?  The question must be testable and measurable.
 
Example:  What shape parachute will drop slowest?

HYPOTHESIS:  What do you predict your results will be before you begin the experiment?  Write your educated guess, which answers the investigative question.  The hypothesis should mention what will be measured.  Include in your statement the cause and effect, in an “If…then…” format.


Example: 
If the parachute is rectangular, then it will drop slowest.

MATERIALS:  List all the materials and instruments you will use.  Be specific.  Be sure to mention brand names, sizes, and amounts.  Materials are presented in a list format.  Do not number (1,2,3…), letter (A., B., C…), or bullet materials.  This should be listed vertically.

Example:  1 doll (specify type, size, weight)



      5 parachutes (specify types of materials, size, shape)



      1 stopwatch

PROCEDURE:  This is a list of directions for the reader describing exactly what someone should do to perform this experiment.  Each step must begin with a verb, an action word.  Each step must be numbered (1,2,3…), not lettered.  Remember, be specific.

Example:  1. Measure each piece…



      2.  Cut 5 different…..



      3.  Choose a drop site…
DATA:  Record qualitative and quantitative observations before, during, and after your trials.  Data must be presented in 3 ways – paragraph (qualitative observations), table  and graph (quantitative observations).  Be sure to use the type of graph that best fits the type of data.

CONCLUSION:  Before writing your conclusion, ask yourself, “What did I find out?”  Be sure to ANSWER the question that you asked at the beginning of the report (the Problem).  Your conclusion should be a minimum of two full paragraphs.  Use of proper capitalization, punctuation, and scientific vocabulary should be evident.


Be sure to address the following:
(1st)

* Answer the question (the Problem) as a complete sentence,



    by combining information from the Problem and Hypothesis.



* State whether your Hypothesis was correct or incorrect, 



* Include data from your paragraph, table, and graph to 



    support your findings.  This is where you convince the 

                   reader that your hypothesis was correct or incorrect.  



    Remember, just because your Hypothesis was incorrect 



    does not mean that your experiment “failed”.  Be sure to 


    explain why/what caused the results/explain.
(2nd)

* Describe and explain any challenges and difficulties you



   experienced along the way.  What errors did you make, and 



   how did you deal with them?



* Lastly, explain any parts of this experiment that you would 



   change next time, and why? Conclude with any overall 


   impressions you have of this lab.

RELATED QUESTIONS:  List 3 to 5 questions that may have occurred

to you throughout this process.  These should be questions that directly relate to the experiment, not the lab report. 


Example:  Would the parachute fall slower with shorter strings?
