How to Write an Essay

You begin each paper with a grabber or a lead (an attempt to get the reader’s attention.)  Next, you will write a thesis statement (include key words from the prompt as you answer the inherent ‘question’ for the prompt.)  You will then mention your topics (save the details for the body.)  Finally, you will end with a transition (a sentence that mentions the next idea.)


The 1st body paragraph should start with a topic sentence (include the idea for the paragraph and how it relates to the thesis.)  Next, the statement will begin to prove the thesis.  Following the statement is the proof (must prove, illustrate or explain how the statement proves the thesis.)  Another statement follows.   The proof for this statement must explain how the statement proves the thesis.  The proof should always be more than one sentence – it should be the longest part of each paragraph.  The transition comes next – it will mention the idea of the next paragraph. 

The 2nd body paragraph also starts with a topic sentence that mentions the idea of the paragraph and the thesis.  A statement should follow the topic sentence.  The proof for that statement follows.  Another statement will follow.  The final part of the paragraph is dedicated to the proof for the last statement.


The first thing to do in the conclusion is to restate the thesis (try to reword your thesis statement for here.)  Re-mention the topics you just wrote about.  End with a kicker (a thought provoking statement or question that leaves your reader thinking.)  Never mention new ideas in the conclusion.  

