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                                            Chapter Questions


CHAPTER 1 Part 1
1. What examples of imagery can you find?  Pg. 5, 6
2. Why do you think this novel is written as a retrospective? Pg. 3
3. What insight could an adult narrator bring to a story about a young girl? Pg. 3
4. How is Boo Radley described?  Pg. 13
5. What signs of segregation in Maycomb can you find?  Pg. 9, 12
6. Describe the Radley family.  Pg. 10-12
7. Who is Calpurnia?  Pg. 6
8. Who is Dill?  Pg. 7
CHAPTER 2
1. What can we infer about Scout’s relationship with her father?  Pg. 15-17
2. How is Scout’s first day of school?  Pg. 16-22
3. What does Scout fear she might lose?  Pg. 18

4. How did the Cunninghams pay back the Finches?  Pg. 20
5. Whom does Scout stand up for in school?  Pg. 21
6. How does Miss Caroline react?  Pg. 21-22

CHAPTER 3

1. What happens between Scout and Walter?  Pg. 22
2. Why does Scout get mad at Calpurnia?  Pg. 25
3. Who is Burris?  Pg. 26
4. What kind of family are the Ewells?  Pg. 30-31
5. How does Atticus get Scout to agree to go to school?  Pg. 31
6. How is Calpurnia like a mother figure?  Pg. 18, 24, 29
CHAPTER 4

1. What do Scout and Jem find in the knothole? Pg. 33-34

2. What game did the kids invent? Pg. 38-40

3. Why don’t they want Atticus to know about the game? Pg. 40-41
CHAPTER 5

1. Who is Miss Maudie? Pg. 42

2. Explain the following quotation:   “But sometimes the Bible in the hand of one man is worse than a whiskey bottle in the hand of you Father.”  Pg. 45
CHAPTER 6 

1. What did the kids see when they snuck onto the Radley’s place?  Pg. 53
2. How did Jem lose his pants and what was his excuse?  Pg. 54
3. Why does Jem go back to get his pants? Pg. 56
CHAPTER 7
1. What two good deeds were thought to be done by Boo Radley?  Pg. 58, 71
2. What else do the children find in the knothole?  Pg. 58-60
3. Who filled the knothole and why?  Pg. 62
CHAPTER 8

1. What kind of winter is it?  Pg. 63
2. Who dies in this chapter?  Pg. 63
3. What happened to Ms. Maudie’s house?  Pg. 69
4. Do you think Jem and Scout’s perception of Boo is beginning to change?  

CHAPTER 9

1. Why does Atticus agree to take Tom Robinson’s case?  Pg. 75
2. What happens between Scout and Cecil?  Pg. 77
3. What does Francis say about Atticus?  Pg. 83
4. What happens to Scout after the fight?  Pg. 85
5. Why is Scout so upset about what happened?  Pg. 85-86
6. What does Atticus tell Jack about children?  Pg. 87

CHAPTER 10

1. How is Atticus different from most kids’ parents in Maycomb?  Pg. 89

2. Why is it a sin to kill a mockingbird?  Pg. 90

3. Who is Tim Johnson?  Pg. 92

4. Why is Jem so shocked by Atticus’s shooting of the dog?  Pg. 97-99

5. Why does Atticus not shoot anymore?  Pg. 98

6. Why does Jem want to keep the shooting a secret?  Pg. 99

CHAPTER 11

1. Who is Mrs. Dubose?  Pg. 99

2. How does Atticus treat Mrs. Dubose?  Pg. 100

3. What did Jem do after Mrs. Dubose insulted the family?  Pg. 103

4. What is Jem’s punishment?  Pg. 105

5. Is Atticus a “nigger-lover”?  Pg. 108

6. What was Mrs. Dubose’s death like?  Pg. 111

7. Why does Atticus think Mrs. Dubose is a lady?  Pg. 112

8. Do you think Atticus lets his kids run wild like he’s been accused of doing?
CHAPTER 12  Part 2
1. Why doesn’t Dill return for the summer?  Pg. 116

2. What kind of cartoon do Jem and Scout find in the newspaper?  Pg. 116

3. How do the congregants at Calpurnia’s church react to Scout and Jem?  Pg. 119

4. What’s different about black churches, according to Scout?  Pg. 120-122

5. Whom does the church collect donations for?  Pg. 122

6. What is Tom Robinson accused of?  Pg. 124

7. How is Calpurnia different from other black people in town?  Pg. 124-125

8. Aside from learning about Calpurnia, what is the significance of the church scene?  Pg. 126

CHAPTER 13

1. Why does Aunt Alexandra come to stay with the family?  Pg. 127

2. Scout pretends to be happy that her aunt is there.  What does she mean when she narrates “But one must lie . . . At all times

       when one can’t do anything about them”?  Pg. 128

3. What kind of town is Maycomb?  Pg. 130-131

4. What prompted Atticus to talk to his children about the Finch lineage?  Pg. 132

5. What is “gentle breeding”?  Pg. 133

6. Why does Scout cry during the talk?  Pg. 134

7. What is the meaning of the last lines of the chapter?  Pg. 134

CHAPTER 14

1. What happens when Scout asks to go to Calpurnia’s house?  Pg. 136

2. Explain the meaning of Scout’s line:  “I felt the starched walls of a pink cotton penitentiary closing in on me.”  Pg. 136

3. Who wants Calpurnia to leave?  Pg. 137

4. What’s hiding under Scout’s bed?  Pg. 139

5. What excuse does he give for running away?  Pg. 140

6. What does Jem do that shocks Scout and Dill?  Pg. 141

7. What’s different about Dill’s relationship with his family compared to Scout’s relationship with her family?  Pg. 143

CHAPTER 15

1. Where do the children find Atticus when they sneak out?  Pg. 150

2. What is Atticus doing at the jail with the men?  Pg. 151

3. What happens when Atticus tells Jem to go home?  Pg. 152

4. What was the outcome of the encounter with the men?  Pg. 154

CHAPTER 16

1. How do Atticus and Aunt Alexandra communicate with each other now?  Pg. 156-157

2. How does Atticus defend Mr. Cunningham?  Pg. 157

3. Who is Dolphus Raymond, and what is he doing downtown?  Pg. 160

4. What does Scout learn in this chapter?  Pg. 161

5. What do Scout and Jem hear the crowd say about Atticus at the courthouse?  Pg. 163

6. Where do Scout and Jem sit?  Pg. 164

7. Who is the presiding judge?  Pg. 165

CHAPTER 17

1. Who takes the witness stand first?  Pg. 166

2. What does he/she say during the testimony?  Pg. 167

3. What did Atticus find peculiar about Mr. Tate’s testimony?  Pg. 168

4. What are Scout’s impressions of the trial so far?  Pg. 169

5. What does Bob Ewell do on the stand that bothers the judge?  Pg. 172

6. How does the crowd react to his testimony?  Pg. 173

7. Why didn’t Mr. Ewell get a doctor for his daughter?  Pg. 175

8. What did Atticus ask Bob Ewell to do while he was on the stand?  Pg. 177

9. What do we learn about Mr. Ewell through Atticus’s request?  Pg. 177

10. Is Bob ambidextrous?  Pg. 178

11. What do both Scout and Jem think of the outcome?  Pg. 178

CHAPTER 18

1. Why does Mayella get mad at Atticus when she’s on the stand?  Pg. 181
2. Why was Tom Robinson at the Ewell house?  Pg. 180
3. Why does Atticus ask about her home life?  Pg. 182-183
4. How does Atticus portray Mr. Ewell in his questioning?  Pg. 183

5. What does she say about how Tom had beaten her?  Pg. 185-187

6. What do we discover when Tom stands up?  Pg. 186

7. What does Atticus insinuate really happened that night?  Pg. 187

8. What does Mayella say and do before she leaves the stand?  Pg. 188

9. What is Scout’s impression of the trial now?  Pg. 189

CHAPTER 19

1. How do Scout and Jem understand what’s going on in the trial?  Pg. 190
2. Has Tom been in trouble before?  Pg. 190
3. According to Tom’s testimony, how often did Tom see Mayella?  Pg. 191
4. Whom does Scout compare Mayella to?  Pg. 192

5. Why did Tom go inside the Ewells’ house?  Pg. 193

6. What did Mayella do to Tom?  Pg. 193-194

7. What did Bob say when he saw them?  Pg. 194

8. Why did Tom run away?  Pg. 195

9. Who interrupts Tom’s testimony?  Pg. 195

10. What does Tom say about Mayella that shocks Mr. Gilmer?  Pg. 197

11. Does Tom accuse Mayella of lying?  Pg. 197

12. Why does Dill get upset?  Pg. 198

13. What is Scout’s response to Dill?  Pg. 199

14. What would you have done in Tom’s situation? (Run away, defend yourself at the scene, etc.)

CHAPTER 20

1. What does Dolphus Raymond give Dill?  Pg. 200
2. Why does Mr. Raymond pretend to be drunk?  Pg. 200
3. Why does he tell Dill and Scout his secret?  Pg. 201
4. What three things did Atticus do in court that Scout and Jem had never seen him do before?  Pg. 202, 205

5. What is the “rigid and time-honored code of [Maycomb’s] society” that Mayella breaks?  Pg. 203

6. Why doesn’t Atticus pity Mayella?  Pg. 203

7. According to Atticus, what did Mayella and her father assume the jury would think?  Pg. 204

8. Where are all men “created equal”?  Pg. 205

CHAPTER 21

1. Why does Calpurnia come to the courthouse?  Pg. 206

2. What kind of feeling overtook Scout’s body?  Pg. 210

3. What did Scout notice that “only a lawyer’s child could be expected to see”?  Pg. 211

4. What is the verdict of the trial?  Pg. 211

5. What do people do when Atticus leaves the courtroom?  Pg. 211

6. Did you expect Tom to be found guilty?

CHAPTER 22

1. What did Atticus look like after the trial was over?  Pg. 212

2. What does Atticus tell Jem is the reason that the jury convicted Tom?  Pg. 213

3. How did the townspeople show their appreciation to Atticus?  Pg. 213

4. What was Atticus’s reaction to it?  Pg. 213

5. How does Miss Maudie separate herself from the gossiping neighbors?  Pg. 215

6. What does Jem say is like being a “caterpillar in a cocoon?”  Pg. 215

7. How did Judge Taylor help Tom?  Pg. 215

8. What does Miss Maudie equate Atticus’s loss to?  Pg. 216

9. What happens downtown that causes the neighbors to panic?  Pg. 217

CHAPTER 23

1. How does Atticus justify Bob’s behavior?  Pg. 218

2. What is Jem’s idea for fixing the legal system?  Pg. 220

3. Whom does Atticus compare the unreasonable jury to?  Pg. 220

4. Why don’t the more civilized Maycomb citizens serve on juries?  Pg. 221

5. What was different about the deliberation time of this jury?  Pg. 222

6. Who took a long time to vote guilty?  Pg. 222

7. Why did the Cunninghams respect the Finches?  Pg. 222

8. Why did Atticus put a Cunningham on the jury?  Pg. 223

9. What happens when Scout says she wants to invite Walter over?  Pg. 224

10. What does Aunt Alexandra say that upsets Scout?  Pg. 226

11. According to Jem, who are the four kinds of people in the world?  Pg. 226

12. Why is Aunt Alexandra “so hip on the family,” according to Atticus?  Pg. 226

13. What does Jem think background means?  Pg. 226

14. How many kinds of people are there, according to Scout?  Pg. 227

15. What inference does Jem make at the end?  Pg. 227

16. How is that last line foreshadowing? Pg. 227
CHAPTER 24

1. What were the women talking about in Aunt Alexandra’s missionary circle?  Pg. 228-232

2. What does Mrs. Merriweather say about the black community?  Pg. 231-232

3. What does Miss Maudie mean when she asks, “his food doesn’t stick going down, does it?”  Pg. 233

4. Why does Aunt Alexandra silently thank Miss Maudie for her comment?  Pg. 233

5. Why does Scout feel more comfortable around men?  Pg. 234

6. What happens to Tom?  Pg. 235

7. Why would Tom escape if there was going to be an appeal?  Pg. 234, 236

8. What does Miss Maudie mean when she says, “we’re paying the highest tribute we can pay a man”? Pg. 236

9. In what way has Scout’s attitude toward tomboy life changed at the end of this chapter?  Pg. 237

CHAPTER 25

1. Why does Jem scold Scout for nearly mashing a roly-poly?  Pg. 238

2. How did Tom’s wife react to the news?  Pg. 240

3. How does the town react to Tom’s death?  Pg. 240

4. What does Mr. Underwood compare Tom’s death to?  Pg. 241

5. How does Scout interpret the editorial?  Pg. 241

6. What does Mr. Ewell say about Tom’s death?  Pg. 241

CHAPTER 26

1. What does Scout think about the Radley house now?  Pg. 242

2. How did the children in town treat Jem and Scout?  Pg. 243

3. What happens with Atticus’ career?  Pg. 243

4. What does Miss Gates say about Hilter?  Pg. 245

5. Why does Miss Gates’ opinion of Hitler bother Scout?  Pg. 247

6. How and why does Jem react to Scout’s question about Miss Gates?  Pg. 247

CHAPTER 27

1. What new things happen to Bob Ewell, Judge Taylor, and Helen Robinson?  Pg. 248-249

2. How does Bob bother Helen?  Pg. 249

3. What is Atticus’ opinion as to why Bob Ewell holds a grudge against everyone?  Pg. 250

4. Why would Bob Ewell be mad at Judge Taylor?  Pg. 250

5. What are Scout’s Halloween plans?  Pg. 252

6. How has the trial changed Scout and Jem?

CHAPTER 28

1. What does Scout say about Boo when she and Jem pass the house on Halloween night?  Pg. 254

2. Are they still scared of ghosts and superstitions?  Pg. 254

3. Why does Scout think Boo isn’t home when they pass his oak tree?  Pg. 254

4. How does Scout’s performance go?  Pg. 258

5. How does Jem comfort her after the play?  Pg. 259

6. What happens to Scout and Jem outside the school?  Pg. 261-263

7. How do they get home?  Pg. 263

8. What does Aunt Alexandra give Scout to change into?  Pg. 264

9. What is Jem’s injury?  Pg. 264

10. Whom does Scout think the stranger who carried Jem is?  Pg. 265

11. What does Mr. Tate tell the Finches about the incident?  Pg. 266

CHAPTER 29

1. Why did Bob Ewell attack the children instead of Atticus?  Pg. 267

2. How did Scout come away nearly unharmed?  Pg. 269

3. What does Scout think happened that night?  Pg. 269-270

4. How does Scout know that the man in the corner of the room is Boo?  Pg. 270

CHAPTER 30

1. Why does the family retreat to the porch?  Pg. 271

2. What course of action does Atticus think needs to be taken now?  Pg. 272

3. How does Mr. Tate respond?  Pg. 272

4. Why does Atticus insist that the incident not be covered up?  Pg. 273

5. What does Mr. Tate say happened to Bob Ewell?  Pg. 273

6. Whom does Atticus think Bob is covering for?  Pg. 274

7. Why does Heck think Jem did not stab Bob?  Pg. 275

8. What does Mr. Tate mean when he tells Atticus, “Let the dead bury the dead”?  Pg. 276

9. Why does Mr. Tate think it’s a sin to reveal the truth to the town?  Pg. 276

10. What does Scout compare to shooting a mockingbird?  Pg. 276

11. What important life lesson does Atticus learn in this chapter?  
12. What sacred virtue does Atticus give up for Boo?
CHAPTER 31

1. What does Scout ask Boo if he would like to do?  Pg. 277

2. What does Boo say to Scout?  Pg. 278

3. Why does Scout say “I would lead him through our house, but I would never lead him home”?  Pg. 278

4. How does Scout feel about the way they treated their neighbor Boo?  Pg. 278

5. What does Scout see when she looks out at the neighborhood from Boo’s porch?  Pg. 279

6. What book was Atticus reading to Scout and Jem?  Pg. 280

7. What happens in The Gray Ghost? Pg. 281

8. Who is the gray ghost in To Kill a Mockingbird?  Pg. 281
9. What important lesson does Scout learn from the book, which mimics/mocks what she’s just learned in her own life? 
10. (Atticus’s final lesson for Scout) Pg. 281 
QUESTIONS TO PONDER THROUGHOUT THE NOVEL:

1. What is the mockingbird shooting a metaphor for?

2. Who are the mockingbirds in the story?

3. What songs do these mockingbirds sing?

4. How are these mockingbirds shot?

5. What is the significance of the names Finch, Jem, and Scout?

6. How does Lee use ghosts as a metaphor?

7. How does Lee use madness to draw a parallel?

8. Which people actually put themselves in someone else’s shoes before they make a judgment?

9. Who mimics other people in the novel?

10. How does Hitler’s domination parallel Tom’s trial?
THEMES:  (Record notes, quotations, and page numbers concerning the novel’s central themes.)

· PREJUDICE
· COURAGE
· GROWING UP
MOTIFS:  (Record notes, quotations, and page numbers concerning the novel’s motifs.)

· GOTHIC DETAILS
· SMALL-TOWN LIFE
SYMBOLS:  (Record notes, quotations, and page numbers concerning the novel’s symbols.)

· MOCKINGBIRD
· BOO RADLEY
FORESHADOWING:  (Record notes, quotations, and page numbers concerning the novel’s foreshadowing.)

· THE FIRE
· MAD DOG
· PRESENTS IN THE KNOTHOLE
· TOM’S TRIAL
FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE & IMAGERY:  (Record notes, quotations, and page numbers about the novel’s figurative language.)

· METAPHORS
· SIMILES
· PERSONIFICATION
· HYPERBOLES
· IDIOMS
NOTES:

Use this page to write questions that may arise while reading or to write down unfamiliar words you come across while reading.

