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	style

· Carefully crafted phrases and sentences create a sustained tone and advance the writer’s purpose with respect to the intended audience
· Varied, precise, and engaging language that is appropriate to the persuasive purpose
· Word choice reflects an understanding of the denotative and connotative meaning of the language
· Figurative or technical language may be used for rhetorical effect
· Sustained awareness of audience throughout the response
· An extensive variety of sentence lengths, structures, and beginnings 
score:
	conventions

· Full command of simple, complex, compound sentences with correct end punctuation
· Consistent clarity of meaning even in complex sentences
· May include functional fragments
· Variety of subordination and coordination strategies
· All elements of usage are consistently correct; subject-verb agreement, word forms, very tense, pronoun-antecedent agreement
· All elements of mechanics are consistently correct; punctuation within sentences, spelling, capitalization, and paragraph indentation
· Infrequent, if any, errors
score:

	ideas

· Fully focused on the assigned topic and persuasive purpose 
· Fully developed controlling idea that establishes the validity of the writer’s position
· Supporting ideas and elaboration are relevant to the writer’s argument and audience
· Supporting ideas are fully elaborated thought the paper with logical examples, details, and evidence
· Uses rhetorical devices to support assertions (ethos, pathos, logos)
· Response contains an abundance of information that fully addresses readers’ concerns, counterarguments, biases, or expectations.
score:
	organization

· Organizing strategy is appropriate to the writer’s argument
· The overall strategy facilitates the writer’s communication of ideas
· Logical and appropriate sequencing of ideas within paragraphs and across parts of the paper
· Introduction engages the reader and sets the stage for the writer’s topic and persuasive purpose
· Conclusion provides a sense of closure without repetition 
· Related ideas are grouped in a logical manner within paragraphs
· Uses effective and varied transitional elements to link all elements of the response. 
· Transitioning extends beyond the use of transitional words and phrases.
score:
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