Ms. Jenkins

Language Arts Class 

2009-2010
 Dear Parents, I’d like to take this opportunity to tell you how glad I am to have your child in my class. During the course of the year, we will work on honing skills in reading, writing, speaking, and listening while incorporating a study of literature, reading, grammar, and usage. In addition, we will engage in vocabulary building activities and critical thinking exercises. Students will keep a portfolio and produce various forms of writing throughout the year. 
1. Routines and Procedures- Students are expected to follow procedures as part of their daily routine in my classroom. The procedures are very simple and are designed to eliminate wasted time and curb any behavior that is not conducive to a learning environment. The procedures are as follows:
a.) Come in quietly and do the Smart Start (warm-up) 
b.) Stay seated and quiet during instruction

c.) Write down your homework ( a daily planner would be a great organization tool) 
d.) Respect the rights and property of others
e.) Follow all school rules
2. Grading-Your child’s grade will be determined in the following manner:
· Tests and Projects-50%

· Class work, Quizzes, Homework-50%

· *Major projects count as two test grades. 

3. Homework- grades are determined as follows:
· Homework is given to build skills. When I check homework, I am checking whether or not it is done. I am not checking for accuracy. We check for accuracy together in class. 
· If a student does not have a graded homework assignment the day that it is due, the student will receive a zero. If the student turns in the missing assignment the next school day, the student will receive a late grade of 60 that will replace the zero.
4. Late Work-three days per day absent will be given to make up work for excused absences. It is the student’s responsibility to obtain make up work from the teacher.
5. ELA Notebook- Keeping a well-organized notebook is a necessity. The ELA notebook will have 4 sections: 1.) Smart Start; 2.) Notes; 3.) Assignments; 4.) Journal 
6. Independent Reading- Students are required under Georgia State Standards to read a minimum of 25 books per year. In an effort to meet this requirement and engage students in meaningful and entertaining reading activities, students will be immersed in a literature-rich environment and have plenty of opportunities to select materials from a variety of sources. Students are required to read 4 books per 9 weeks, three of which will be independent, of their own choice, and done as a part of homework and in class silent reading. Your child must pass an assessment on each book read independently, and will be given some choice on the type of assessment. I will provide a list of independent reading assessments (projects) that students may choose from.
*In the past, we have had a minimum AR requirement. This year in an effort to allow for more student choice and flexibility of learning styles, choice of literature, etc., we are no longer mandating that the books be AR, although choosing AR books is still an option.

Independent Reading Grade Per Nine Weeks
3 books read independently/assessments completed = 100/A

2 books read independently/assessments completed = 89/B

1 book read independently/assessment completed = 79/C
7. Bonus Points- In lieu of extra credit, I offer mini projects throughout the year that students can complete for bonus points. Bonus points may be added to class work, homework or a test grade. The number of bonus points a child can receive will vary, depending on the type of mini project assigned. 
8. V.I.P.- Parents please go on the web and view my school notes to check your child’s homework, project deadlines and test dates.  
* This handout is to be kept in the very front of your ELA notebook for future reference.  
I am looking forward to a successful and happy year with your child in my class.
Student Signature ________________________________________ Date ___________

Parent Signature _________________________________________ Date ___________

*Please sign and return this letter by Tuesday and receive 5 signatures.
