8th Grade Math Expectations

Teacher: Mr. Stakus




 Email: stakusc@tantasqua.org

Room: C-320





             
♦► Class Website: http://new.schoolnotes.com/xpages/view/86613 ◄♦
Welcome to the start of a new school year!  This letter is intended to give you an idea of what you can expect from me, and also what I will be expecting from you.  In all Junior High classes, effort is the key to success.  If you put in the effort you will succeed in any class (especially in math)!
Required Math Supplies

These items must be brought to class every day.

- Binder: Must be at least one inch… preferably 1.5 inches
- Binder Dividers
- Notebook Paper

- Inexpensive Calculator: Must have a square root √ key… Try the Dollar Store 
- Pencil
- Pen

- Highlighter

Recommended Math Supplies

- Spiral Notebook (70-100 pages): For taking notes… make sure it fits in your binder!

- Pencil Pouch: Pouch for your binder where you can keep all your supplies

- Mechanical Pencils: Don’t have to be sharpened!
Math Textbook
Math books are heavy and are no fun to carry around so you will not be required to bring them to class everyday.  We will ask you to bring them in occasionally but most of the time you can keep them at home.  That doesn’t mean you won’t be using them!  You can expect to have a lot of homework directly from the book.


Homework
The purpose of math homework is to reinforce what we learned during the day; therefore homework will be assigned on a regular basis (just about every night).  Homework assignments for this class should take no more than 30-45 minutes.  If you find that you are constantly taking longer to finish the homework, let me know.  
Homework Expectations
Make sure you turn in your homework every day!  Points will be deducted for late homework.  Multiple missing assignments may result in a detention.  

In order to receive full credit you must have the following on every assignment:

· Homework must be done in pencil
· Name, Date, and Block in the top left hand corner

· Assignment Number and Assignment (page number and problem numbers)

· Copy down the original problem (not for word problems)

· Show all of your work!

· Write clearly and legibly

And please, please, please don’t cram everything into the top 3 or 4 lines of your paper.  Space things out so it looks neat and organized.  Use the back of the paper too!

Quizzes and Tests
Quizzes are given at the completion of certain sections.  Some quizzes will focus on one section while others may cover a couple sections.  You can expect a quiz once every week or so.  Longer tests will be given at the completion of units.

Grading
Quarterly grades will be calculated by dividing the total number of points you accumulate by the total number of possible points.
Absences
It is your responsibility to see me about making up missed work.  Any graded work missed due to absence can be submitted for full credit on your return to school.

Please note that field trips, band lessons, etc. are not considered an “absence” and related work needs to be submitted that day.
Extra Help
Extra help sessions will be held every Tuesday (2:00-3:15).  

Thank You!

Mr. Stakus 

Student Signature: _____________________________

Parent Signature: _______________________________
