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POLICIES ON CHEATING
The instructor has a great dislike of student cheating, and makes a special effort to detect and deal with students who do so.  “Cheating” can refer to a number of different activities.  It includes copying someone else’s work, i.e. plagiarism.  

“Plagiarism is the act of taking words, ideas, or research of another person and putting them forward without citation as if they were your own.”
  Plagiarism occurs when a student turns in an essay or other paper written wholly or partly by someone else.  Examples would be downloading an essay from an Internet source or using a paper that another student wrote and claiming it as your own, having your parent(s) or older sibling write sections of your paper for you, or taking sections or even distinctive phrases from a source without giving credit to the author.  The student who knowingly allows another to copy his/her work is equally responsible, by the way.  Students may of course use quotations as appropriate, as long as sources are properly cited.  All students may be required to submit their major papers to an online site, e.g. Turnitin.com, which alerts instructors to possible plagiarism.  When plagiarism is suspected, a student will be given the opportunity to show otherwise, by a review of sources used and/or by comparing the student’s writing on the topic (in the instructor’s presence) with the student paper in question.  The consequences for plagiarizing range from the student’s score being marked down, to receiving a zero on the assignment or test and a referral to the principal, depending on the severity of the incident.

Cheating also includes having an unfair advantage on tests.  Students have an “unfair advantage” when they gain (without the instructor’s permission) access to test questions before the test, when they get answers to tests from other students or former students, when they copy the answers of other students (or allow someone to copy their answers), when they pre-write responses and then copy those during the test session, and in other increasingly creative ways that often incorporate new technologies.  Cheating can be detected in a number of ways other than just “I saw you copying Johnny’s answers”, and students should know that the instructor is very good at identifying test cheaters.  

Students who have clearly cheated on a test will receive a zero on the test and a referral to the school principal.  Students may be suspected of cheating on a test when, for example, their answers are remarkably similar to those of another student, and/or when there is a significant discrepancy between their score on section of a test and another section of the test.  Students who are suspected of cheating on a test will be required to meet with the instructor to satisfy his/her concerns.  The student may be required to take an alternative (but very similar) version of the test under the instructor’s close supervision.  
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