PRE-IB WORLD HISTORY

STREBLER
SEMESTER ONE RESEARCH PAPER

(With tentative due dates)
This project requires that you write an original research paper based on a topic that comes from our studies in Units I-IV (pre-1914 world history, but – NOT U.S. history).  Your topic and preliminary thesis statement or question must be approved by the instructor.  

SUGGESTIONS FOR A GOOD TOPIC:

Choosing a good topic can be difficult, yet if chosen properly, the topic will stimulate your interest and help guide your research.  

· First, choose a broad or general topic, e.g. the Roman Empire.

· Second, brainstorm.  That is, think of particular sub-topics that fit under this broad topic, such as: the Republic, laws, the Senate, the Punic Wars, emperors, etc

· Third, continue breaking these sub-topics down even further.  For example, under the Punic Wars you could choose to research and write about the role of pre-Roman Carthage, the First War, Hannibal, the destruction of Carthage, etc.
· Fourth, assume that you chose the destruction of Carthage.  Ask yourself questions, such as:

· Who decided to do this, and why?

· What methods did the Romans use to destroy the city? 

· What happened to the people and culture of Carthage?

· Were there negative consequences for Rome from doing this?

· Answer any one of these questions with a preliminary thesis; alternatively, come up with a big question you’ll research and answer.  (This thesis is subject to change as your research progresses, but if you change it altogether, you’ll need to get your new topic approved.)  As an example, if you have decided to answer the last question, then your preliminary thesis might be: “Rome suffered for centuries from its decision to destroy Carthage, which ultimately helped lead to its own destruction.”  
Your preliminary thesis statement or question is due on November 9/10.  The instructor will NOT approve multiple students doing the same topic, so be creative!  Be sure that you can find adequate source information on the topic before choosing it; you will NOT be allowed to change it after you submit your bibliography.
DOING THE RESEARCH:

For your paper, you must research a variety of sources, and ideally you should present information that supports your thesis, but also information that challenges it.  You must include a minimum of five (5) sources, only two (2) of which may be Internet sources.  A bibliography, listing your sources and with your topic approval attached, is due on November 28/29.  Remember: you CANNOT change your topic after this point.
OUTLINING YOUR PAPER:

Here you will tell me what your paper is going to tell me!  Start with 

· Introductory paragraph(s) – include things like who, what, where, when, methodology used, key terms, and your thesis statement or question.  Then, 

· Sub-topic #1, discuss one aspect of your research and the thesis.  In your final paper, this will probably be several paragraphs long

· Sub-topic #2, discuss another aspect.  Again, several paragraphs long in the paper itself.

· Sub-topic #3, and so on.  Finally, you have your:
· Conclusion, where you essentially restate your thesis and the key pieces of information covered in earlier paragraphs.  Here is where you convincingly show why your thesis is correct or not.

Your outline of these sections, along with topic approval and bibliography attached, is due on December 14/15. 
FIRST DRAFT: 

Your paper needs to be between 1500 and 2000 words, and double-spaced.  Be sure to include a word count, and be sure to cite your sources throughout the paper. 
Your first draft, with all prior work attached, is due on January 9/10, 2012.  If you mostly write about something other than your approved thesis/question, or don’t attach all your prior work, your grade will be significantly lowered.  
FINAL COPY:

After reviewing the instructor’s (and any other) comments, re-write a corrected paper.  You may want to do this step several times; the instructor will be happy to review your revised versions.   Your final research paper must be typed (double-spaced), include the word count and final bibliography, and is due on January 19/20, 2012 with all prior work attached.  This means you must also hand in your approved thesis statement, original bibliography, outline, and first draft.
PLAGIARISM:

You should know the school’s policy on plagiarism; if you’re not clear, check it out or ask your instructor for clarification.  Students who plagiarize will be dealt with according to the school’s policy (so don’t do it!).
HELP ALONG THE WAY:

Remember that your instructor is willing to help you at any stage of researching and writing your paper.  You are invited to take advantage of his office hours, and to contact him with questions via email, as often as necessary.  

