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                               I.B. ECONOMICS

                 
           Course Syllabus 
                                        2010/2011
MR.  JON STREBLER



STUDENT OFFICE HOURS:

ROOM B-2, (619) 525-7464 x. 3002


Daily: 7:10-7:25
strebbie@sdcoe.k12.ca.us



M, Th: 2:25-2:45
PRIMARY “TEXT” - Triple A Learning Modules 
SECONDARY TEXT - Economics – In terms of The Good, The Bad and the Economist, Matt McGee
COURSE DESCRIPTION: This year-long class is based on the IB Economics curriculum.  The course deals with very tangible things that are going on in the real world; as such, it will help students make sense of social, political, and financial developments both today and in the future.    
This IB Economics class serves several functions.  Its primary purpose is that which is mentioned above - familiarizing students with how the economy works, and helping them see why that matters.  At the same time, since it follows the IB curriculum, this is an introductory-level college course that goes into more depth than other schools' economics classes.  Finally, this class is designed to prepare students to take and pass the IB Economics examination.  All students will take the IB Economics exam as their final exam, whether they sign up to take the official, IB-administered version or not.
Economics is more and more an international discipline, and the IB economics curriculum continues to increase emphasizing global considerations.  In fact, some 40% of the IB curriculum and exam deal with international matters, in three main areas: international trade, international finance, and international development.  This last topic is more heavily weighted than any other in the IB economics curriculum, as helping lesser developed countries improve their quality of life becomes critically necessary.  The environment is a critical factor in one's quality of life, and the curriculum deals with this issue not just in the international unit, but throughout the course. 
STANDARDS & OBJECTIVES:  All students seeking a regular economics credit are accountable for meeting the following California state standards in economics:

· understand common economic terms and concepts and economic reasoning

· analyze the elements of America's market economy in a global setting
· analyze the influence of the federal government on the American economy
· analyze the elements of the U.S. labor market in a global setting
· analyze the aggregate economic behavior of the U.S. economy
· analyze issues of international trade and explain how the U.S. economy affects, and is affected by, economic forces beyond its borders
Students must also meet the four main IB objectives, which are that they:
· have an understanding and knowledge of economic concepts and theories

· apply economic theory to a range of circumstances and a variety of situations

· analyse information through the use of economic concepts and theories

· evaluate concepts and theories from different economic perspectives

GRADES: Grades will be determined as follows:

TEST AND QUIZZES-                    

55 %

HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS *    

30 *
ATTENDANCE & PARTICIPATION
            15
                               TOTAL  -  
          100 %

* Includes 10% for IAs (Internal Assessments) 
Tests and quizzes are normally curved; other than that, grades are: 90% and above for an “A”, 80-89% for a “B”, and 70-79% for a “C”.  “A” and “B” grades are rarer in IB Economics than in most other classes.  This is not because the material is so difficult; it's mostly because students think that they don't need to do the required reading and assignments.  
ACADEMIC SUPPORT:

You should feel free to check on your grade at any time.  You can do so in person or via email (see office hours and email address at the top of the first page).  If you are having difficulties, the instructor is more than happy to help in any reasonable way.  The point is to talk with the instructor about what's going on, and your particular needs, before it's too late.   There are no “make up assignments” or “packets” of work for students who have been failing all along and wait until the last minute to do something about it.
CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS:

General: Students are expected to act in ways that promote learning in the classroom.  Respect for individuals and property is essential for all students to succeed and for everyone to get along.  Students may not eat, drink, or chew gum in class for reasons that will gladly be explained.  Per school policy, students should remove any head coverings and sunglasses upon entering the classroom.   The school's dress code will be enforced, as will its policies on attendance, zero tolerance, and academic honesty.  Students are urged to carefully review the instructor’s Policies on Cheating, included as an appendix to this syllabus.  Cell phones, iPods, and similar technology items are not allowed out in class.  If seen, they will be confiscated by the instructor and turned over to the school principal.  Cell phones or other devices capable of transmitting information, if visible during tests, will also result in the student getting a zero on the test.  Profanity or other offensive language will not be tolerated.  Bathroom passes will not be allowed during the first 10 or last 10 minutes of the period.

Homework: Put your assignments on the instructor's desk before the bell rings if you want to receive credit for them.  Late homework is ONLY accepted because of an excused absence, in which case you have 2 days after returning to hand them in.  It is the student’s responsibility to request missed homework.  All work must be in pen, not pencil, and on paper without those frilly little edges when you rip pages out of a notebook.
Testing: Tests count twice as much as quizzes, and exams count twice as much as tests; all of them are curved, except for the year-end government exam.  Quizzes and minor tests cannot be made up - your test grade component (55%) will be based only on the tests and quizzes taken.  So you are not penalized for and missing a quiz or minor test with an excused absence.  Exams cannot be made up if your absence is unexcused.  Exams must be made up the same day you return to school from an excused absence, so make sure you're ready when you return.  Tests must be written in ink, not pencil, and on paper without the frilly little edges.
Website: All students must sign up at http://new.schoolnotes.com/xpages/view/46066
to be notified of weekly assignments and special messages pertaining to the class.  This website is a critical way for students to know what is expected of them, and they MUST check it weekly. Computers are accessible on-campus for those who don’t have them at home.  Therefore, “I didn’t know we had to do (fill in the blanks) because I didn’t check the website” is NOT an acceptable excuse.


COURSE CONTENT & KEY DATES 

Tentative (subject to change)

UNIT I: INTRODUCTION & MICROECONOMICS - 7 WEEKS 

Modules 1; 2A, B & E; and 3G   IB Syllabus sections + text chapters 1, 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 3.6
September 7-17:   
Module 1, Introduction & Course overview
Sep 17- Oct 1: 
Module 2A - Markets
October 2:
Saturday class 9:00-1:00

October 4- 11:
Module 2B - Elasticities                                      
October 12-22       
Modules 2E & 3G - Market failure                                                                              
October 22-26:     
Unit Review and Exam
UNIT 2: MACROECONOMICS – 11 WEEKS

Modules 3A, C, D, E & F     IB Syllabus sections + text chapters 3.1, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5

Oct 27- Nov 2:     
Module 3A - National income 


Trial IA due November 4 

Nov. 2-19          
Module 3C - Macro: Aggregate supply/demand 
IA #1 due Nov 15: MUST cover IB Syllabus section 1 or 2

November 13:
Saturday class 9:00-1:00  Module 3D
Nov. 29 – Dec 10        Module 3 F - Unemployment & Inflation

Dec. 10 – Jan. 11
Module 3 E - Demand side policies 
IA #2 due Jan 10: MUST COVER A DIFFERENT IB SYLLABUS SECTION THAN YOUR FIRST IA (from section 1, 2, or 3)
January 13-21             Module 3 E - Supply side policies
January 22:

Saturday class, 9:00-1:00

January 24-25:   
Unit Review and Test

UNIT 3: INTERNATIONAL ECONOMICS (and a preview of Development)
Modules 3 B; 5 (skim); 4A-4H     IB Syllabus sections + text chapters 3.2, 5, & 4.1-4.8
Jan 27 – Feb 5

Module 3B & 5 - Development (preview only)
IA # 3 due February 9  MUST cover IB syllabus section 5 (Development) 

Feb 7- Mar 8 

Modules 4A-4D - Globalization & Trade
March 5:

Saturday class, 9:00-1:00
March 8-16:

Modules 4E-4H - International finance
IA #4 due March 11  MUST cover IB syllabus section 4 (International)
March 16-18

Unit Review and Exam
UNIT 4: DEVELOPMENT ECONOMICS

Modules 5A-J
IB Syllabus sections + text chapters 5.1-5.5
Mar 21-Apr 15
Modules 5A-J - Development economics

Apr 15-18:  

Unit Review and Exam

UNIT 5: FINAL EXAMS – 5 WEEKS
April 18-May 13             IB Exam preparation

May 16 & 17         
    IB Exam-The Real Deal

May 19?            
    IB Exam class final 

UNIT 5: PERSONAL FINANCE – 3 WEEKS
May 20-June 15:       
   Credit/Debt, Banking, Investing, Budgeting, Car buying, etc. 

