Dear First Grade Parents,
As excitement builds for the zoo trip in May, our research report is underway!  This quarter’s research project is intended to introduce students to the steps required for writing a research paper.  Today, students are receiving a “Research Report Outline” worksheet with their name and their assigned zoo animal written at the top of the page.  Underneath, you will see an outline intended to help your child collect facts for the research report.  The outline includes questions that will need to be considered when the research is being done.  Please have your child fill this in.  IT DOES NOT NEED TO BE WRITTEN IN COMPLETE SENTENCES!  This is just a guide for collecting information and will be used to form sentences in class.  We highly encourage you to use information from the National Zoo’s website (http://nationalzoo.si.edu/), from any books you may already have at home, or from any books you may find at your local public library.  THE OUTLINE WORKSHEET IS DUE BY FRIDAY, MAY 8th.  You will notice in next week’s newsletter that completing this assignment is Thursday’s homework, but I highly recommend starting before Thursday night!  If possible, send in copies of the information (for example, the print out from the National Zoo website, the animal book, photocopied sheets, etc) with the outline sheet on Friday.
In order to give you a better idea of our expectations, on the back of this sheet, you will see a sample report on bats.  Please read over the sample to help guide your child’s research.

We look forward to seeing what great facts your students are able to find!

Blessings,

Erica Holder and Susan Fulop

First Grade

