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New Revelations in Nassau County Police Crime Lab Scandal
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1.  McCants is serving 12 years for 3rd degree criminal possession, 3rd degree criminal sale and 4th degree criminal possession of a controlled substance because of Pinsky’s testimony.  How much time would he have served for possession of marijuana, ecstasy, oxycontin, Percocet?

2.  What degree does possession for the drugs from question #1 fall under?

3. How does the Brady Law apply to McCant’s case?

4. McCants was a known drug dealer.  His sales affected multiple families emotionally and financially.  Do you think he’s entitled to another trial?  

5. Who is Kathleen Rice?
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6.  Freedom of Information Law:  What is it?  Why was it created?
7. Use context clues to determine the meaning of the following phrases:  “Pass the Buck”;  “The Lab is an Onion”
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8.  What does ASCLD/Lab stand for?  

9. To this point how has evidence from the lab been handled?
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10. What does NCCCBA stand for?

11. Collecting officers have complete autonomy.  Based on the reading how could this harm the due process of potential suspects?

12. What’s a felony?

13. Asset forfeiture funds will be used to cover re-testing.  What’s the original intent for these funds?

14. The approximate tab for the clean-up is $500,000 and future tabs are estimated to be $100,000 per month.  Indirectly taxpayers are paying for the mishap of the NCPD.  Should the higher-ups who knew about the conditions of the lab be forced to pay the bill?
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15.  How does Nassau County handle DWI cases where the drivers Blood Alcohol Content (BAC) level was over the legal limit of 0.08%?

16. Do you think that Rice re-ordered BAC tests and sent letters to inmates because she knew all along?

17. If an inmate discovers that time served was null and void because they were innocent, should they sue Nassau County?  

18. How would a slew of lawsuits affect Nassau County taxpayers?
19. How can Nassau County prevent “innocent” inmates from suing the county for time served unfairly?

20. 69 defense motions were filed.  Should Nassau County free everyone that was detained for BAC/Drug possession?  How does your point of view change if the inmate was also brought up on charges for manslaughter?
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21.  Is it fair to wait for victims to request a re-test before one is conducted?
22. Griffin convinced a judge to throw out Erin Marino’s aggravated vehicular assault and DWI conviction based on problems with the lab.  How should future hearings be handled?

23. If Granelle didn’t have a masters or Ph.D. in forensics, how’d he get the job?
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24. Nassau County is a municipality. What does that mean?

25. Meetings were held with the highest ranking officers on a weekly basis.  How come one member requested anonymity before speaking to the press?

26. Jay Caputo and Robert McGuigan were in attendance for weekly lab meetings under Commissioner Lawrence’s regime.  Once Mulvey took over they received promotions.  Do you think they told Mulvey the truth about the lab?
27. Whose duty was it to tell Mulvey about issues with the lab:  Lawrence or Caputo/McGuigan?  Please explain.

28. Would Lawrence be considered a “Brady Cop” for withholding information?
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29.  Once Mulvey was in office, McGuire finished his report on the lab and took it directly to Mulvey.  Do you think that Mulvey was overwhelmed with his new responsibilities?

30. The lab had a chain of custody problem.  Devise a scenario that would interfere with an appropriate chain of custody.
31. Explain how Caputo became in charge of the lab.
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32.  Do you believe that Mulvey found out on 12/6/10 for the 1st time?  Explain what Mulvey did once he “claims” he found out about the lab.
33. Who works in the IG’s office?

34. What’s the difference between intentional, reckless and negligent crimes?

35. As a “future” responding officer, do you agree with LoPiccolo’s last quote?  
Finale:

Please summarize your findings then explain the latest on Nassau Country’s Crime Lab.  See rubric below:
	Paragraph #
	Description
	Point Value

	1

	Provide a brief overview of the Nassau County Crime Lab Article 

(8-10 complete sentences)

	10

	2
	Explain the role of the following people:

Caputo, Lawrence, Rice, McGuire, Mulvey, Biben, Griffin & Marino

(2 sentences per person)


	16

	3
	Brady Law

Definition of Brady Law, Brady Material and Brady Cop

Source/Court Case overview

How does it apply to Nassau Crime Lab?

(9 sentences minimum)

	9

	4
	Your personal reaction to the following scenarios:
· How evidence was handled
· Cover-ups within the department

· Choose any other point from the article/reading


	15

	5
	Closing paragraph

· Latest on the crime lab tied in with what should be done to fix it.
(6-8 sentences)


	12

	Total
	Short Answer (35 points); Writing Sample (62 ); Typed (3)
	100


Article summary must also be included and is worth ______ points.
