Physical Science Syllabus

Mrs. Hedger
Welcome to Veterans Memorial Middle School and Eighth grade science! I’m very excited to have your child in my class.  Throughout the year many science concepts will be explored in varying depths.  The eighth grade curriculum is based on physical science

SAFETY:

Many opportunities will be provided to do lab activities.  Safety procedures are of the utmost importance in a lab situation.  These procedures must be identified and practiced while manipulating science materials and equipment.  

SAFETY PROCEDURES ARE A PRIORITY IN MY CLASSROOM.

Students must have a safety contract that has been signed by the student and a parent in order to participate in lab activities. Any student that does not follow 100% of the safety rules will be removed from the current lab and receive a zero on the lab assignment.
MATERIALS:

The student should have the following materials for class at all times:

· Science Notebook (section of binder)

· Notebook Paper
· Calculator
· Pencils/Pens 
· Pencil pouch for binder

Optional items that may be useful:

· Crayons
· Highlighter
· Dry erase markers

· Wet erase markers
Items to keep at home:

· Ruler

· Colored pencils

· Glue sticks

HOMEWORK:

Homework is given to reinforce material taught, to provide extra time to learn concepts, vocabulary, procedures, etc., and to promote critical thinking.  Homework, when assigned, is expected to be complete and on time.  Classwork may be assigned to be completed for homework if not completed in the class period.  If homework is turned late (without an excused absence from class) the work will be corrected for feedback; however it will receive a grade of zero.  Please remind your child to turn in assignments on time and with their name on it.  
NOTEBOOK:

All work will be kept in a section of the student’s notebook or 3-ring binder.  This will enable the student to have all the material needed in order to be prepared for class daily and for tests.  Parents will also have the opportunity to see the student’s work.  The student is responsible for having all notebook papers organized and labeled.

GRADES:

Grades will be determined by classwork, homework, quizzes, notebook checks, content checks, labs, teacher observation, practice in safety, class participation, tests, and projects.  

GRADE DISTRIBUTION:

15%:  Notebook checks, warm-ups, class conduct, some classwork, homework, & extra credit assignments
85%:  Tests, projects, performance assessments, labs, classwork, & some homework.
MISSED WORK:

Students are responsible for making up any work missed when they are absent.  An “Absent Folder” and handouts are kept in my “online” physical science folder at school.  It is the responsibility of the student to download & make up any missed assignments and ask for help if needed.  

If absent, go to the missed work file or the school website once it has been set up each day for assignments.  If absent 3 or more days, please call the guidance office for all missed work, textbooks, handouts, etc.

TEXTBOOKS:

Textbooks will be issued to students.  Students are responsible for the textbook assigned to them and may pay fines if a textbook is lost or damaged.  I require book covers (preferably those made from paper grocery bags.)
CONTACT INFORMATION:

Parents may contact me by phone [(706) 748-3203], e-mail [thedger@mcsdga.net], or student agenda to discuss a student’s progress.  I often contact parents by phone or notes in the student’s agenda, but my primary communication with parents in regards to grades and behavior is through email.  Parents will receive a weekly progress report via email.  

Thanks in advance for a great school year!!!!
Teresa Hedger

8th grade physical science teacher
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