A Look Ahead

January
SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY
The schedule for January will compact most specials.  This move is made to offer greater time in Language Arts and Math.  A copy of the new schedule is posted in the download section.   

“THE BIG RED BOOK”

The BRB continues to be a cornerstone of our studies in the First grade.  I will continue to send this home each night for review.  PLEASE REVIEW THE ALL WORDS IN THE BRB VERY FREQUENTLY.  Reading fluency begins with these core groups of words. The BRB contains the Dolch Word Lists, high frequency words from across the curriculum, and Spelling Word lists.  
GREEN TAKE-HOME FOLDER

The green take home folder will be sent home intermittently through the end of the calendar year.  Please remember to take all papers out of the GREEN Take Home.  These papers are to STAY at home.   
STUDENT PLANNER

The PLANNER has become the girls’ primary source of information about the school day.  On Friday, Spelling words will be entered in the planner in addition to the BRB.  Please remember to sign nightly and indicate the amount of time your daughter took to complete all homework assignments.  If you have information you need to pass along quickly, place it in the planner.  I collect these first each morning and reply to every note. 
Subject Areas



RELIGION

Religion is the central focus of our day.  January is a month of recognition.  With the season of Christmas upon us, our faith journey looks at the many ways the birth of our Savior was noticed and recognized.  We will continue our investigation into the lives of the Magi, their methods of transportation, and purpose of  each gift brought to the Christ child.  January is a time to unveil the glories of the Advent preparation season. 



MATH

Our Math series continues to progress incrementally.  Time and money concepts play a central role in T-2.  Asking your daughter to count random collections of change and recall time in analog form are great reinforcements of our daily activities. 
We will continue with the Math Journal offering a variety of methods for your daughter to think critically, use logic, and apply creativity to problem solving techniques.  Please remember the Math Journal is not focused on whether an answer is correct or not, but how your daughter arrived at her answer. 

. 


PHONICS/SPELLING

January continues to introduce long vowel sounds and continues to move forward with consonant combinations through blends and digraphs.  The concept of alphabetical order is expanded this month as the dictionary will be introduced.  Grammar elements are enveloped into Spelling this month as the girls will be asked to identify the Part of Speech of each spelling word.  This skill will include the use of a dictionary.
Spelling homework format for Spelling is as follows:

Monday: each word 3x; ABC order
Tuesday: choose 5 words to use in a sentence

Wednesday: each word 3x; identify noun, verb, 


adjective
Thursday: choose 5 words to use in a sentence, study 


for the test



READING

January begins a quickened pace in Reading.  Each week 2 stories from the readers will be the focus of in-class reading as well as the monthly chapter book.  Readers will be taken home more frequently as an independent element of reading.  Pre-reading will take on a greater focus.   
The story summary remains a focal element of all subject areas.
The story summary format is a key area of the entire learning day.  The format is:


Who is in the story?


Where does the story happen?


When does the story happen?


Why is there a problem?



What happens in the beginning?



What happens in the middle?



What happens in the end?



How's the problem solved?



HANDWRITING

Fine motor definition is a key skill in First Grade.  We will continue to address letter and digit formation across the curriculum.  Additionally, knitting will continue to be a fine motor task woven throughout our studies.   
SCIENCE

January delves into the first Science unit: the Solar System.  This unit investigates the solar system to include the planets, our moon and its phases, stars, constellations, and space exploration and science.  This unit will continue through January as it incorporates Epiphany when the birth of our Savior was announced in the stars.   
The Science Notebooks are designed to organize and maintain all of your daughter’s Science inquiries.  They will also serve to host a variety of vocabulary words.  We will review these words in Science and throughout the year as we work to incorporate new vocabulary into our daily lives. 
SOCIAL STUDIES

The famous First Grade Flat Sally project is THE focal point for December and January.  During these months a variety of finished Sally’s will return and we will focus on the elements each serves to underscore.  The Flat Sally project is designed to incorporate the basic concepts of direction, landforms, regions, weather, and culture.  
This project is designed to introduce cultures, regions, peoples, and functions of different areas of the wonderful world God has created for us.  We use the returned Sally’s as the initial point of investigation into these key areas.  We will be hosting a Flat Sally Day when we will share with the rest of the Primary Building what we have learned through our friends and family.  
Once again, please feel free to contact me with your questions and concerns.  

Blessings,

Mrs. Kurtz

