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Miracle on 34th Street
Christmas Project

Power Point

____________________

Name

Find out all you can about the legend of Santa Claus.  Who was the original Santa?  Show on a map the names by which he is known in other parts of the world.  Create a slide and insert a map.  Label the map with the names for Santa Claus.

How do other countries’ Santas differ from our own?  Find as many pictures of him as you can.  Copy and paste those pictures into your PowerPoint presentation indicating which country the picture is from.

Find some poems which have Father Christmas as their theme.  Write the poems or print them to put in your PowerPoint presentation.
Remember how Kriss says, “If you can’t accept anything in faith then you’re doomed to a life dominated by doubt.”  How do you feel about this statement?  Furthermore, in the film we are told that the world is held together by the things you can’t see.  Make a list of invisible things which could hold the world together; for example you may want to include in your list qualities like loyalty and love.  

How does the film make it clear that we should like and trust Kriss and dislike and doubt the other Santas?  Create a chart to help you answer your question.  For example:

	
	Kriss
	Other Santas

	Costume/Clothes/Appearance
	
	

	Behavior/Manners
	
	

	Facial Expressions
	
	

	Spare-Time Activities
	
	

	Special Talents
	
	


Commercialism and Christmas
You may have heard people say that Christmas is too commercialized these days.  What do they mean by this?  Clearly shops need to make money and men and women who work in the offices of both CF Cole’s and Shopper’s Express are shrewd business people.  How did the film let us know they were like this?  Think about the way they were dressed, the background music, the objects and furniture they have in their offices.  How do we know that the works at CE Cole’s are the people we should like better than the workers at Shopper’s Express?  There are lots of Christmas customs which began very simply in the Victorian times and which are big business.  Do research on how some of these customs started, for example find out about Christmas cards and crackers.  
Signs and Symbols

Santa Claus is a symbol of Christmas.  The film says that he is a symbol of the “human ability to suppress the selfish tendencies that rule our life” for the rest of the year.  What do you think about this statement?  Write down as many words as you can think of that the image of Santa brings to your mind.

Find six more symbols of Christmas and under each one write at least four words for which they stand. Make a slide with these symbols and description of each.
Colors also work on a symbolic level and often in films, the film makers use colors to help tell their stories.  Remember in the film when Kriss has failed his mental examination and has been sent to a hospital for the insane.  He has lost belief in himself because he is ashamed that he struck the other Santa.  What were the colors of Kriss’ hospital clothes?  How did this change of color signify a change in the man himself?  Make a slide about the symbolism of the colors in this story.
Which is better, the lie that draws a smile or the truth that draws a tear?

Dorey Walker, the director of special events for CF Cole’s and mother of Susan, believes that the truth is one of the most important things in life and that believing in myths and fantasies eventually makes you unhappy.  On the other hand, her friend Bryan Bedford is shocked when Susan tells him that she knows that Santa is not real.

Read the following statements and fill in the chart below to show which statements describe Dorey and which describe Bryan.  If you wish you may use some of the statements for both of the characters.  Insert a table in your PowerPoint that has your answers.

· Wants Susan to be a happy child

· Finds it hard to have faith in others

· Finds it easy to have faith in others

· Is an honest, good person

· Is loyal

· Is prepared to stand up for what he or she believes in

· Always does for others what is in their best interests

· Always tells the truth

	Dorey
	Brian

	
	


Is seeing believing?  How do the filmmakers persuade us that it would be better for Susan to believe in Santa Claus?  Think about the expressions on her face.  How does she change after she begins to believe in Santa?

The Media

Newspapers, television, magazines, films, videos, and advertisements are all means of passing on messages about the world and out place in it.  Another word for a “means” by which something is communicated is “medium”.  The plural of the word medium is media.  This is why we call newspapers, television and so on the media.  Sometimes we refer to them as the “mass media” because they are the means of getting information to masses of people.  Usually we receive many messages from the media every day of our lives and so we must expect to be influenced by them in some ways.  Thinking about the film “Miracle on 34th Street” can help us understand some of the media’s influences.

Magazines

Susan has learned what a “real family” looks like from the picture that has probably been torn from a magazine.  What do you think makes an ideal family?  Collect as many pictures of families as you can from the internet and make a slide of them.  How do these pictures differ from your family?  

The News

Mean spirited Victor Lamberg, president of Shopper’s Express, is angry when he sees how people are going to CF Cole’s.  When his effort to win trade by giving away cheap plastic guns is a complete failure, he orders his staff to do something more about the situation.  After Jack fails to persuade Kriss to be Santa for Shopper’s Express, he resorts to dastardly trickery which results in Kriss being condemned.  

How do the newspapers and television news deal with the story?  Why do they not tell the whole truth?  Why does such a relatively minor incident appear in the news?

Create a catchy headline and write a sensational story for the front page of a newspaper which tells the truth about this incident from the viewpoint which you saw the film.  Make sure you write it in the style of a real newspaper.  Create a front page for your newspaper on the computer and print it out.

Advertising

There were lots of different kinds of advertising used in the film.  For example Kriss appeared on the “Good Morning America” breakfast television show to promote CF Cole’s store.

Make a list of the other kinds of advertising you saw in the film.

How was advertising part of the miracle?

Make a poster for the “We Believe in Santa” campaign.  Who would you hope to convince?
 Storyboard
Before movies are made the filmmakers imagine just how the shots will look by drawing storyboards.  These are series of pictures of key moments of the scenes and they include details such as where the camera will be placed, precisely what the actors will do, what the sound track will be, etc.

Start by writing the story of what will happen immediately after the film has finished.  Will Susan get the dog she wants?  What is the rest of the house like?  Do Dorey and Bryan go for a walk in their new garden?

After doing this, make a storyboard version to show how it will look on film.  
