
     Each month students will be assigned a specific Reading Counts chapter book to read independently.  Most of the reading should take place at home.  However, there should be some free time available during the day for independent reading.  Students need to take a Reading Counts Comprehension Quiz on the computer by the due date and a grade will be recorded from the results.  They may take a quiz up to six times, and I will record the highest score of the three.  In addition to the quiz, students write a book report for a recorded grade.  The book report will be an ongoing homework project.   Both the quiz and the book report will be due the last week of the month.  The due date of the quiz and book report will be written in the student planner in red ink pen every week and posted on newschoolnotes.com.  

     There are specific guidelines for the format of the book report.  A detailed explanation is attached along with the rubric I’ll be using to evaluate each report.  The main elements I’ll be looking for in the report are:

1. Introductory Paragraph: including type of book, author, and points of interest.

2. Paragraph 2: setting with details, major characters with details, and minor characters with details.
3. Paragraph 3:  story beginning with details.

4. Paragraph 4:  story middle with details.
5. Paragraph 5:  story end with details.
6. Paragraph 6:  story problem with details and story solution with details.
7.  Hand sketched and colored illustration.  Detail is more important than quality.  Computer printed illustrations won’t be accepted.
8. Correct Spelling and Grammar

     The book report may be handwritten or typed.  Please keep the attached items throughout the year so you and/or your child may refer to them as the book reports are written. The book report and test are a major part of the reading grade. Therefore, please sign below to indicate that you read over the attached guidelines with your child and return to school tomorrow. I will return the packet to you.  Thank you in advance for your support and cooperation with this project.  It makes a huge difference in your child’s results.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

I’m looking forward to reading some fabulous book reports! (
Thank you!

Teresa Matney
Writing a Reading Counts Book Report
Getting Started:

First, read the book.  As you’re reading, take notes on important information using the Reading Counts Notes page.  

The Structure of Your Report:

Start your report with an introductory paragraph that states the book’s title, the author, and the type of book it is (mystery, fairy tale, science fiction, western, etc.)

The second paragraph should include the setting of the story.  There should be detail sentences describing the setting.  It should also include the major and minor characters.  There should be detail sentences describing the characters.

The third, forth, and fifth paragraphs should include a description of the important events that took place in the beginning, middle, and end of the story.  There should be detail sentences describing these events.  The more details the better the report will be.
The sixth paragraph should include the problem and solution of the story.  Each story you read for the Reading Counts Book Report will have a problem and solution.  There should be detail sentences describing both the problem and solution of the story.
The sixth paragraph should also include your personal feelings and thoughts about the book.  Tell what you learned for the story.  Tell whether you like or dislike the story and why.

Check that your grammar, spelling, and punctuation are correct.  Make sure to use complete sentences and write neatly.  Proofread your report for errors before you turn it in.

