West Rowan High School Bands - Honors Band III & IV
2012 – Spring Semester

Daniel Trivette, Director





Needed Supplies:
704-278-9233 (ext. 422)






- 3-Ring Binder w/ sheet protectors
trivetdc@rss.k12.nc.us






- Valve/slide oil, slide grease (Brass)
http://new.schoolnotes.com/xpages/view/71549/1



- At least 3 working reeds (WWs)









- Vic Firth SD1 Snare Sticks (Perc.)

Students enrolled in Honors Band will be held to a higher standard in regards to participation, preparation and performance assessments.  There will also be a series of assignments designed to enhance the musical experience through more rigorous performance, composition and research, as well as the compilation of a portfolio.

Honors Band III and IV Grading Policy:

Attendance:

15%
Playing / Theory Tests:
20%
Performances / Final Exam:
25%

Class Assignments

15%
Honors Assignments:
25%

· Attendance and Participation: (Attendance / Participation = 15% of your final grade)
· Attendance is mandatory for every class period.  Unlike some other subjects, your presence (or absence) has a great impact on the ability of your classmates to learn effectively and efficiently.  Likewise, being late to class (either by not physically being present, or simply not being prepared to begin on time) will also affect your grade.

· Being prepared includes having all necessary instruments, pieces of instruments, supplies (reeds, oil, etc.), pencil, and anything else you may need during the course of the rehearsal.

· Each tardy will lower your attendance/participation grade by two (2) pts.

· If your behavior disrupts the class, your attendance/participation grade will be lowered accordingly
· This final attendance/participation grade will constitute 20% of your final grade.

· Playing and Music Theory Tests: (Test Grade Average = 20% of your final grade)
· A total of three (3) playing tests (including scales / rudiments, technical exercises, excerpts from band literature / solo literature, and sight-reading) and one (1) music theory test will be given for a grade.

· If you audition and are selected for the All-County Band and/or the All-District Band, you will automatically one playing test for that grading period.  During 2nd Semester, if you make a “superior” at Solo & Ensemble, you will also be able to exempt a playing test for the 2nd grading period!
· Class Assignments: (Assignment Average = 15% of your final grade)
· You must attend at least one musical performance outside of the West Rowan Band concerts.  

· To receive credit you must turn in a concert program, ticket stub, etc. from the performance.

· Other assignments will be given throughout the course of the semester as needed.

· Final Exam Grade: (Average of all Performance Grades = 25% of your final grade)
· There will be at least two (2) concerts during the course of the semester, occasionally more depending on the semester at hand.  Attendance is mandatory at all performances, as well as any after-school rehearsals in preparation for those performances.
· If you are late to a performance, it will lower your performance grade by 15 points.  If you are absent from a concert you will receive a “0” for that performance.  If you are late/absent to/from a concert you may be allowed to make-up a portion of the grade depending on the circumstances – the alternate assignment is a 3- or 6-page research paper respectively.  However, it is your responsibility to ask Mr. Trivette about this opportunity and the parameters or the research paper..
· Appropriate attire is required for all performances.  All students will need to purchase a concert shirt/top through the WRHS Band Boosters (~$25.00, exact price TBD).  In addition, gentlemen will be expected to wear solid black dress pants (with a belt), black socks and black dress shoes.  Ladies will be expected to wear either solid black slacks (or a long solid black skirt if you prefer) as well as black dress shoes.  Ladies shoes may be open-toe, but flip-flops/sandals are not allowed.

· Inappropriate concert attire will lower your concert grade by 15 points or (in extreme cases) will dismiss you from the performance – in which case you will receive a “0.”

· The average of these concert grades will constitute your 25% of your final grade.
Honors Band III Assignments: (Assignment Average = 25% of your final grade)

· Complete all of the following assignments:
· Scales:  Perform the chromatic and all 12 major scales in the All-State ranges and rhythmic pattern.  Percussionists must also perform flams, paradiddles, double-stroke and buzz rolls as well as the 9-10 All-State Rudimental Solo for snare drum and accurately tune intervals of a M3, P4 and P5 on timpani.  (These will all be incorporated into periodic playing tests throughout the semester)
· Solo Literature:  Prepare an appropriately difficult solo for your instrument (director approval required).  Perform the solo in a public concert, church service or other approved performance.  (Auditions for All-District Honor Band Clinic or the solo portion of Solo & Ensemble MPA will fulfill this requirement)

· Portfolio:  Students must create/maintain a portfolio that contains a combination of written, audio or visual examples of their work and documents the completion of all honors assignments.  The portfolio must be completed/submitted by the final exam date and will be calculated as part of the final exam grade
Complete 3 of the following assignments:
· Music Analysis:  Attend two approved performances outside of your high school concerts and/or performances.  For each performance attended, you must turn in a concert program, ticket stub, etc.  If the concert program or ticket stub is something you would like to keep, bring the original to school and a photocopy will be made to put in your file.  You must also complete a concert review (2 pages, 12 pt. Times New Roman, single-spaced, 1” margins). In this review you must cover the following topics:

1. Background information and history of the performing group(s) / artist(s)

2. The genre of music the concert represents and what significant impact the works performed have had on the development of music through history or the music industry

3. The impact this performance had on your development as a musician

· Advanced Literature:  Take part in an approved musical performing group outside of your high school band program.  Rehearsing and performing in different performance situations and under different musical leadership is essential to our growth as a musician.  Options to fulfill this requirement include the Catawba College Community Band, Advanced Church Handbell Choir, Singing Christmas Tree, Merony/Norvell Theatre production, etc.  Your grade for this assignment will depend on the assessment of the ensemble’s musical director.

· Composition and Research:  Using music notation software, arrange a song of your choice for a solo instrument or a small instrumental ensemble.  Research the music in question.  Write a 1-page paper demonstrating your understanding of the composer and literature in relation to history and the culture in which it originated.  What elements and influences helped contribute to their works and writing style?  How did your research help shape your composition?

· Honor Band Auditions:  Honors students in the fall may audition for All-District Band in January.  Honors students in the spring may audition for All-County Band in February.  The audition experience is a crucial part of your ability to prepare and perform musical material.

· Solo & Ensemble MPA:  Select an appropriately challenging chamber work (not a solo) to perform at the Solo & Ensemble Music Performance Assessment (spring semester only).  In order to receive credit for this assignment you must earn either an “Excellent” or “Superior” rating for your performance.

· Music History Research:  Write a 5-page research paper about a composer of your choosing and their contributions to the development of music throughout history.  Develop a visual product to accompany your research paper.  Present your findings to the class or other appropriate audience.

· Reflection Paper:  Write a 3-page self-reflection paper about your role as a member of a concert band, wind ensemble, etc.  In this paper address typical wind-band concerns such as:  player attitudes and work ethics, listening versus watching in the concert band setting and the specific role/influence of advanced players in regards to younger members of the band

· Honors Band IV Assignments: (Assignment Average = 25% of your final grade)

· Complete all of the following assignments:
· Scales:  Perform the chromatic as well as all 12 major scales AND 12 natural OR harmonic minor scales in the All-State ranges and rhythmic pattern.  Percussionists must also perform flams, paradiddles, double-stroke and buzz rolls as well as timpani tuning.  (These will all be incorporated into periodic playing tests throughout the semester)

· Solo Literature:  Prepare an appropriately difficult solo for your instrument (director approval required).  Perform the solo in a public concert, church service or other approved performance.  (Auditions for All-District Honor Band Clinic or the solo portion of Solo & Ensemble MPA will fulfill this requirement)

· Portfolio:  Students must create/maintain a portfolio that contains a combination of written, audio or visual examples of their work and documents the completion of all honors assignments.  The portfolio must be completed and submitted by the final exam date for the course. 

Complete 5 of the following assignments: (Honors IV)
· Music Analysis:  Attend two approved performances outside of your high school concerts and/or performances.  For each performance attended, you must turn in a concert program, ticket stub, etc.  If the concert program or ticket stub is something you would like to keep, bring the original to school and a photocopy will be made to put in your file.  You must also complete a concert review (2 pages, 12 pt. Times New Roman, 1” margins). In this review you must cover the following topics:

1. Background information and history of the performing group(s) / artist(s)

2. The genre of music the concert represents and what significant impact the works performed have had on the development of music through history or the music industry

3. The impact this performance had on your development as a musician

· Advanced Literature:  Take part in an approved musical performing group outside of your high school band program.  Rehearsing and performing in different performance situations and under different musical leadership is essential to our growth as musicians.  Options to fulfill this requirement include the Catawba College Community Band and the Pfeiffer University Community Band.  Your grade for this assignment will depend on the assessment of the ensemble’s musical director.

· Composition and Research:  Using music notation software, arrange a song of your choice for a small instrumental ensemble or full band.  Rehearse the group and record your composition.  Research the music in question.  Write a 1 page paper demonstrating your understanding of the composer and literature in relation to history and the culture in which it originated.  What elements and influences helped contribute to their works and writing style?  How did your research help shape your composition?

· Honor Band Auditions:  Honors students in the fall may audition for All-District Band in January.  Honors students in the spring may audition for All-County Band in February.  The audition experience is a critical part of your ability to prepare and perform musical material.

· Solo & Ensemble:  Select an appropriately challenging chamber work to perform at the Solo & Ensemble Music Performance Assessment (spring semester only).  In order to receive credit for this assignment you must earn either an “Excellent” or “Superior” rating for your performance.

· Music History Research:  Write a 5-page research paper about a composer of your choosing and their contributions to the development of music throughout history.  Develop a visual product to accompany your research paper.  Present your findings to the class or another appropriate audience.

· Reflection Paper:  Write a 3-page self-reflection paper about your development as a musician over the course of your middle and high school band career.  Include points such as:

1. Technicality versus musicality, your development and proficiency of each, and why both are important to become a well-rounded musician.

2. Your contributions (both negative and positive) to the band program through your work ethic, attitude, behavior, leadership and musicianship throughout middle and high school.

3. How your experiences in the band program have influenced who you have become in the last several years and how those experiences will affect who you are and what you do in the years to come.

· Score Study and Conducting:  With the help of your director, choose a standard piece of grade II-III wind band literature.  Study and prepare the score.  Create a rehearsal plan with specific objectives for your ensemble.  Using your prepared score and lesson plan, rehearse the band for 20 minutes.  Video-tape your rehearsal and review/discuss your performance with the director.

· Advocacy:  Design a project, product, event, etc. expressing and promoting the importance of music education in our elementary, middle and high schools.  Submit your materials for director approval.  After receiving approval, display your project, hand out your product, host your event, etc. at an organized function.  Include your personal experiences, quotes from well-known personalities, research and empirical evidence, or other material to support your claims for continuing music education in our schools.

· Vocalization:  Select a lyrical segment (32 measures or more) from your concert, solo or ensemble literature.  Vocalize/Sing this segment of music incorporating all concepts of rhythm, pitch, dynamics, phrasing, etc.  Record your vocal performance and your instrumental performance.  In an informal 1-page reflection, compare and contrast the two performances.  Are there any aspects missing from one performance that are present in the other?  Is there anything positive about the vocal performance that should be included in the instrumental performance?  How does this practice help you develop as a musician?
· Important Dates to Remember
· *All-Dates are subject to change due to RSS / SCDBA Calendar adjustments and/or weather*

January 27-28

SCDBA All-District Band Clinic (Lenoir-Rhyne and Hickory HS)

January 31

1st Semester Report Cards Issued!

February 11

All-County Honor Band Auditions (North Rowan HS – Schedule TBA)

February 13

Progress Report #1, Open House (5:00pm – 7:00pm)

February 16-17
Playing Test #1



Honors III and Honors IV Assignment 1 Due

February 24-25

All-County Honor Band Clinic (Location – Carson High School)

March 3

Jazz Band Performance (Details TBA)

March 5

Progress Report #2

March 8-9

Playing Test #2



Honors III and Honors IV Assignment 2 Due

March 13

WRMS Spring Concert (WRHS Auditorium – 7:00PM)
*March 15

Tentative - Jazz Band & Percussion Ensemble Performances at Oak Park (6:30PM)

*March 20-22

SCDBA MPA Performance (Date / Time TBA pending SCDBA Schedule)

March 23

Early Release Day (12:00 Dismissal)

March 27

Progress Report #3

March 29

Percussion Ensemble “Rockingham County Tour”

*March 30

Tentative – Concert Band Performances at Oak Park (6:30PM)

March 31

Carowinds Music Festival (Schedule TBA)

April 3


*Tentative – Concert Event in Charlotte, NC? (Optional)



Honors IV Assignment 3 Due

April 4-5

RSS “Training Days” (No School)
April 6-13

Spring Break! (No School!)
April 27

Western Region Jazz Band MPA (Schedule TBA)



Progress Report #4
April 28

SCDBA Solo & Ensemble MPA

May 4


Early Release Day (12:00 Dismissal)

May 10


Big Kahuna Pageant (Percussion Ensemble Performance)

May 10-11

Playing Test #3



Honors III Assignment 3 and Honors IV Assignment 4 Due

May 18


Senior Awards Ceremony (Jazz Band Performance)
May 21


Progress Report #5
May 25


WRHS Band & Chorus “Pops in the Park” (6:30PM – Cleveland Town Park)

May 28


Memorial Day (No School)

May 31


WRMS Final Concert (WRHS Auditorium – 7:00PM)

June 1


Theory Test



Honors IV Assignment 5 Due

June 9


Graduation (WRHS Stadium – 8:00AM)

* = Tentative Events / Dates / Times

Video Viewing Permission

Class Title:


Band





Teacher Name:

Trivette




Student Name:







During the course of the semester it may be beneficial for the class to view certain videos, etc. that may be for mature audiences (PG-13, etc).  If you would like to be notified or consulted prior to such events, the teacher will be more than willing to do so.  Please mark and sign the appropriate section below.

          
   Please notify me prior to viewing videos in class.  Thank you.

             I respect your professional judgment.  There is no need to contact 

             me prior to viewing videos.  Thank you.

Parent/Guardian Signature



Date

Home Phone:






Work Phone:






Email:







This form must be completed and returned by:
January 27th, 2012


Videotaping Release Form
Parents/Legal Guardians: 

During the course of this semester your child’s teacher will be videotaping several lessons and/or individual performance-based tests (instrumental playing tests).  The purpose of this experience is to improve instruction in the classroom and evaluation of student progress.

Although classroom videotaping will focus on the teacher, some students will appear on the tape.  Playing test videos will focus on the student and be recorded individually.  These tapes will be viewed and graded in private by the teacher and then erased.  Please provide your permission for your child to be on videotape using the form below.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Class Title:



Band






Teacher Name:


Trivette





Student Name:









My child may participate in classroom videotaping.

Signature of Parent/Guardian







Date

I request that my child not be included in classroom videotaping.

Signature of Parent/Guardian







Date

This form must be completed and returned by:
January 27th, 2012

West Rowan High School Music Department

Travel Permission Form

I hereby agree to hold harmless and blameless West Rowan High School and the Rowan-Salisbury School System and its employees from any and all liability from damages, loss or injuries, either to person or property, which my child may sustain while engaged in any activity conducted by or in connection with the West Rowan High School Music Department including, but not limited to, transportation.

I further agree to reimburse or make good any loss or damage or costs that the West Rowan High School Music Department may have to pay on account of any claim made by my child, or anyone in my child’s behalf, resulting directly or indirectly from his or her participation in the band’s activities. I further agree in case of injury or illness or other actions requiring parental permission, the West Rowan High School Director of Bands or Chorus Director shall have the authority to act for me, in case I cannot be reached.  I further understand that in case of injury, serious illness, or in extreme cases of disciplinary action, the Director of Bands or Chorus Director will, if need be, send my son/daughter home by the first available transportation, at my own expense.

_________________________________________

Student Name

_______________________________________________________________________
Parent or Guardian Signature







Date

This form must be completed and returned by:
January 27th, 2012

Commitment

Rules and Expectations:

· DO ALL THAT IS EXPECTED OF YOU.
· We expect you to be on time, prepared and ready to learn.  This means that when the last bell rings you should be in your seat with your instrument, music, pencil (no pens) and everything else that you may need throughout the course of rehearsal.

· We expect you to have fun, but to regain your focus quickly.

· We expect you to do everything that is asked of you to the best of your ability.  “Anything worth doing is worth doing well.”

· These expectations are not simply limited to music.  If you are supposed to complete and English paper, or a science project then we also expect that to be done on time and done well.  If you are ever in need of help with anything, music or otherwise, please ask and we will take care of what you need.

· No food or drink (except for bottled water) is allowed in the band room.  If you were drinking something other than water before you came to class, stop by the water-fountain on your way in to rinse out your mouth.  The contents in your drink will damage the inside (and outside) of your instrument.  Prevent an expensive problem later with an easy solution today!
I have read this syllabus and understand what is expected of a student enrolled in Band I, II, III, IV or Honors Band.  I understand that all performances and any extra rehearsals immediately prior to those performances are mandatory, either before, during or after the school day.  I acknowledge the fact that if all of the above requirements are not met, my child’s final grade will be affected.  I also understand that failure to read and/or sign and return these forms illustrates my acceptance of the policies, assignments, schedules and terms provided.  To participate in a musical ensemble takes discipline and hard work from both the individuals and the group as a whole.  As a student, I intend to fulfill my obligation to this ensemble by my individual efforts as well as my contributions to the class.  As a parent, I intend to help my child by helping to provide the materials they need to learn and perform, and to push my child to excel through his or her studies in music.

Student Name:








Student Signature:






Date:




Parent Signature:






Date:
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This form must be completed and returned by:
January 27th, 2012
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