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Course Description:

Advanced Placement United States Government and Politics is a course that explores the political theory and everyday practice that direct the daily operations of our government and shape our public policies. The express purpose of this course is to prepare students to take the AP Exam for U.S Government and Politics in the spring of there senior year.

This course is taught on a college level and it requires a substantial amount of reading and preparation for every class. The objectives of this course go beyond a basic analysis of how our government “works.” This is not honors Civics and Economics; this is an in-depth Analysis of all aspects of the United States Government. Students will develop a critical understanding of the strengths and weaknesses of the American political system, as well as their rights and responsibilities as citizens.

Course Text:

American Government: 10th Edition

Wilson & DiIulio

Supplemental Reading:

American Government: 10th Edition Student Study Guide: Ruckman 

Classic Ideas and Current issues in American Government: Bose & DiIulio

Fast Track to a 5: Benson & Waples

We the People: The Citizen and the Constitution

AP US Government and Politics: MC and Free-Response Questions

Democracy in America Alexis De Toqueville

The Federalist 

Course Topic Breakdown:

· Unit I Constitutional Underpinnings: 5-15% 

Students should understand the doctrines and historical background to the Constitution; key principles, such as federalism and separation of powers; the ideological and philosophical underpinnings of American government; and theories informing interpretations of the Constitution including democratic theory, republicanism, pluralism, and elitism.
·      Unit II, III, & IV Institutions: Congress, Presidency, Bureaucracy, Courts: 35-45% 

Students should understand the workings of the legislative process; the functions and powers of Congress; the relationship to other branches of government under the Constitution; and the change and evolution of congressional powers as a result of specific events in American history: such as war and other crucial events. Students should understand the functions and powers of the executive branch; its relationship to other branches of government under the provision of the Constitution. Students should understand the workings of the judicial process; functions and powers of the federal court system; the relationship to the other branches as provided in the Constitution.
· Unit V Political Beliefs and Behaviors: 10-20% 

Students should become familiar with the workings of the electoral process; the role of money and interest groups on campaigns; the laws governing elections- FEC and BPCR; and the way individual campaigns operate on the local (grass roots), state, and national level

· Unit VI Political Parties, Interest Groups, and Mass Media: 10-20% 

Students should understand the mechanisms of transmitting interests to government action, including interest groups, political action committees, and mass media; the role of media coverage and the press on elections and government actions in today’s increasing technological world.

· Unit VII Civil Rights and Civil Liberties: 5-15% 

Students should understand the institutional guarantees to political and civil rights granted under the Constitution; the history of African-American, Women, and other groups struggle to gain equality in the social, economic, and political spectrums.
· Unit VIII Public Policy: 5-15% 

Students should understand the major policy areas and debates in American government today and during the history of the United States.
Grading Procedures and Class Rules

Students will obtain a course grade through exams, projects, quizzes, and other assignments as detailed in the course schedule. A summer project will also be assigned to perspective students. Current Event discussions and quizzes will help create a daily participation grade to be assigned to all students. South Rowan High School uses the traditional grading scale of:

A: 100-93: B: 92-85; C 84-77; D 76-70; E 69-0

No late work will be excepted unless because of an absence or school related activity. All makeup work will be do the day of the students return, no exceptions. All regular Rowan-Salisbury and South Rowan High School rules will apply to AP Government Students.







