AP United States Government and Politics 

2010-2011 Final Exam Study / Review Guide

The following topics are potential multiple-choice & short response questions on the final exam.

M/C Topics

· Race and Voting

· Powers of the Senate

· Powers of the House

· Line-item veto

· Legislative veto

· Pocket veto

· Judicial Review

· Delegates vs. Trustees

· Weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation

· Impact of PAC on campaigns

· Independence of cabinet secretaries and the bureaucracy

· Referendums

· Role of the media in modern politics

· Presidential appointments and senate approval

· Electoral College

· Categorical Grants

· Block Grants

· Unfunded Mandates

· Foreign Aid

· Federalism

· “Split-ticket voting”

· Compare and contrast interest groups and political parties

· Powers & Roles of the President
· Constitutional Tests such as “Clear & Present Danger”

· Gibbons v. Ogden

· Marbury v. Madison

· Scott v. Sanford

· McCulloch v. Maryland

· Koresmatsu v. US
· Gideon v. Wainwright

· Brown v, Board
· Mapp v. Ohio

· Federal vs. State spending
· Free Rider Problem in politics
· Iron Triangles and Issue Networks
· “Winner take all”
· “Single-member districts”
· Plurality vs. Majority
· War Powers Act
· Checks and Balances
· Separation of Powers
· Role and Function of the White House Staff
· Primary Elections – Closed vs. Open
· General Election
· Realigning Elections
· Republican Governments
· Confederations
· Unitary Governments
· Jim Crow Laws
· Seniority and Congress
· Bills of Attainder
· Joint Committees
· Select Committees
· Conference Committees
· Standing Committees
· The Federalist Papers
· Ex post facto 

· Writ of Certiorari
· Habeas Corpus

· Amicus Curiae
· Franking Privileges
· Fiscal Policy
· Monetary Policy
· Requirements to be in Congress
· Front-Loading and Presidential elections
· Enumerated Powers
· Implied Powers
· Reserved Powers
· Political Efficacy
· Pork barrel projects
· BCRA of 2002
· FEC Act of 1971
· Types of taxation
· Civil Liberties & Civil Rights
· Role and functions of the OMB, CEA, Department of the Treasury, & the Federal reserve Board
· Gerrymandering
· Regulatory Agencies
· Independent agencies
· Government Corporations
· Demographic patterns of Democratic and Republican voters
· Political Machines
· Virginia Plan
· New Jersey Plan
· Great Compromise
· Political Socialization
· United States Constitution, Bill of Rights, and Amendments
Short Response
· Congressional Reapportionment and Redistricting
· Bicameral natures of Congress. Powers of the 2 separate Houses

· Presidents, Congress and Domestic Policy – Powers of the President to make policy. 
· President’s advantages over Congress in making Foreign Policy
· Fiscal Policy vs. Monetary Policy

· Provisions of the War Powers Act

· Compare and Contrast Interest Groups and Political Parties

· Supreme Court and its independence from public opinion

· Selective Incorporation and the rights of Citizens to be protected from State actions

· Role of 3rd Parties in Presidential elections

· The Winner Take All nature of the Electoral College

· Modern attempts at campaign Finance reform – Soft Money, Independent Expenditures, and Individual contributions

· 60 M/C Questions

· 4 Short Response

· 4 groups, you choose 1 per group.

